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Thursday June 23, 2011 
David said that Megan and Brianna are going to be in a bike-a-thon at daycare on Friday.  He also said that Janna will traveling back to her parents this coming weekend to help with the selling of her grandmother's property.
Hannah and Brody are having lots of fun at the beach.

Wednesday June 22, 2011
Sherri and I celebrated our 26th anniversary.  We went to the Wayside Inn.  We hadn't been there in many, many years.  It looked mostly the same but the menu was different. The food was more modern and fancy, for example raspberry chicken.  I had a filet topped with a crab cake and hollandaise sauce. It was very good. Sherri has spent the past 15 to 20 years looking for real good linguine with clam sauce. Tonight, she found it. I never saw her eat so much. When she first got her dinner, I said if it is good, you should take it home. Well, there was no need to do that. While we were there, Tim and Becky Brooks came in along with Becky's sisters. 
When we got back home, I had a perfect end to a nice day. Root Pittsburgh was televising game #7 of the 1971 World Series. I watched every minute of it. It brought back a lot of memories. Mike Walters and I had watched it live back in the fall of my freshman year at college. I remember it was so pressure-packed that we were standing for most of the game. 
Tuesday June 21, 2011
I gave Mike Fraunfelter a call out in North Dakota to see how he and his family are adjusting.  Mike said things are going well, that his kids already have friends, and are playing ball and going to camp.  He said the trip out was long but it is real nice in Powers Lake.  
Monday June 20, 2011
Sherri went over to Becky Brooks' for lunch.  Her sister, Debbie, was there - in from Kansas I believe. She and Sherri were close friends through high school. I picked her up at 2 pm to take her to an appointment. While I was waiting, I went over to the hospital to see an Elder at our church, Rich Jacquish.  I thought he was having gall bladder surgery, but they decided that they don't know what is wrong with him.  He is jaundice.   
After Sherri's appointment we took a drive and ended up at the Farmers Inn for dinner.  It was good. Then we drove down along the Clarion River and through Cook Forest.
Sunday June 19, 2011
We announced at church today that a pastor from North Carolina, Jason Hunter, will be coming the weekend of July 9-10 to candidate for the position of senior pastor.

We also prayed for 6 individuals who will be leaving Tuesday for Uganda for a mission trip.

Saturday June 18, 2011
Today was David and Janna's 6th anniversary.
Sherri and I went over to Blaine and Kelli's for Tylyne's graduation party.
Friday June 17, 2011
Jared, Missy, Hannah, and Brody left for the Outer Banks just before noon. Rick and Drew came up to take Twila to the state championship game at State College. The Clarion girls softball team lost.  They stopped up after they got back.

Thursday June 16, 2011
We kept Hannah and Brody in the morning for a couple of hours while Missy went to an appointment.  In the evening, we watched them for another 2 hours as Jared and Missy went out to dinner for their 4th anniversary.

Wednesday June 15, 2011
Robert Liddick's desk is about 10 feet from David's at the Mechanicsburg office.  David said he was a nice guy who you would never dream of doing anything this bad.  Last night Liddick killed his ex-girl friend, and her boyfriend and then drove about 5 miles away and killed himself.  This is headline news all around Harrisburg.  read more ......
Tuesday June 14, 2011
Brianna had told me this past weekend that she really likes the movie Rapunzel.  So yesterday, when Hannah was over in the morning, I found the movie, in three parts, on YouTube.  She loved it and made her parents bring her back in the evening so she could watch it again.
Monday June 13, 2011
I worked today.  I owe a day in the summer because I don't have to have meeting that most of the other instructors are required to hold.  I spent the evening at the church at meetings. We may be getting close to calling a new senior pastor.  

Missy went to the doctor to see if she has bronchitis or to make sure it is not pneumonia. She had x-rays but I don't know the results.

Sunday June 12, 2011
David, Janna, and family left around 1 pm to  head back home.  Brianna decided she would not go back with her parents - she wanted to stay here.  After I convinced her that her parents would be broken-hearted if they didn't get to see her everyday, she went out to the car.  It was fun to see all 4 grandchildren playing together this weekend.
For supper, we picked up the Clarks and went to the Loomis only to find it is now closed on Sundays.
Saturday June 11, 2011
David went out to the Y for a workout and then cleaned out the gutters.  We all went to Dan's graduation party at 4 and stayed until about 7:30. Dan has started to work for PenDot this past week.  He is mostly doing flag work.

Friday June 10, 2011
Today was a busy but fun day.  There was playing on slip-n-slide in the afternoon and a then wiener roast in the evening.   David took his girls to the Clarion elementary playground in the afternoon.  Janna spent the better part of the day at New Castle attending her friend's, father's funeral.

Thursday June 9, 2011
David, Janna, Brianna, and Megan got here around 9:30 pm.  It was good to see them.  Sherri got too tired around 8:00 and told me she would have to wait until Friday morning to see them.  However, when David called at 9:00 and said they were in Brookville, she hopped out of bed and said she was too excited to wait until morning.

Wednesday June 8, 2011
I got the garage cleaned and the fire ring ready for a wiener roast.  Sherri has promise all the grandchildren a wiener roast Friday evening.

At mid-day, I took Gizmo for an appointment.  He had a lot of shots due, he needed some meds, and I wanted them to re-examine the growth underneath his lower jaw.  Dr. Williams didn't like the looks of it.  I asked her if she thought it might be malignant and she said she is almost certain it is.  She took Gizmo in the back to Dr. Mehta  to see if surgery was a possibility. Dr. Mehta thought it would be too extensive to remove the growth and then try to repair the removed tissue. I asked Dr. Williams what her best guess was for Gizmo. She hesitated, saying who knows, but her best guess is 6 months.  She added that if it heals over and he quits scratching at it, perhaps several more months is possible.  Of course, less than 6 months is also realistic. If it appears that he is suffering, well, you know, we won't let that happen. Gizmo will be 12 in August and they told me today he is an old dog and is at or near his breeds' life expectancy.

Tuesday June 7, 2011
I attended a workshop at school for math and science teachers from the 7 Clarion County schools.
David and Janna are coming this weekend.  David called in the evening to say that the father of one of Janna's friends (Lynn) had died.  The funeral will be in New Castle on Friday.  So Janna and the kids may come on Thursday evening.  David cannot take off work Friday, so he will drive up separately Friday evening. 
Monday June 6, 2011
I did some mulching, some cleaning, some mowing, and some draft-watching. 
Sunday June 5, 2011
Twila, Sherri, and I spent a couple of hours this afternoon visiting Grandma Laura.  She was doing well. Actually, I think this is the best I have found her in 3 or 4 years.  She will be 92 in another 7 months. Though at times, she would be confused about things, for the most part she understood and remembered more than I could ever hope to remember if I were to reach my 90's
I am not a great fan of going to Nursing Homes.  It is an all too stark reminder of what may lie ahead for many of us.  It is kind of depressing if one thinks about this for any amount of time.  Then another truth comes to mind - what things will be like for ever and ever. Because of what Jesus has promised for those who are committed to Him, I can easily push away the old age and dependent upon others thoughts away in favor of a mental image of a real great place to live - the true Garden of Eden.   I am reminded that the promised blessings of the Christ should dominate our thoughts.
Saturday June 4, 2011
We went to Dan's graduation. Since he was the class president, he began the ceremony by welcoming everyone on behalf of the class of 2011.  He gave a very good speech.  Dan was one of 6 honor students to graduate.  At the end of the Commencement, he led the class in the flipping of the tassels. 
If I could change one thing about graduation ceremonies, it would be the procession.  I think it is nice how they are march in, but that one step at a time seems very awkward and, for some of the students, almost painful.  Wouldn't a slow walk do?
Friday June 3, 2011
Sherri continues to gain fluid.  I am hoping that we can get this reversed pretty soon or she may be back in the hospital.  She will go on IV Bumex over the weekend.
The house was so cool today.  Of course Sherri was too cold but I was in paradise.
Thursday June 2, 2011
Verizon  internet has an outage today in the entire State College area of the state which includes us.  I am updating my website from Sherri's doctor's office.

Wednesday June 1, 2011
Today was my last day of the year.  Tomorrow I will begin making a list of things I want to get done and things I want to do this summer.

Tuesday May 31, 2011
I stayed after today until about 6 pm to help with the supplies for Joplin.  It looks like they will get at least two tractor/trailers full and maybe a third one.  Donnie and Kelly are working their butts off.  A group of young people from AmeriCorp came over and were a tremendous help.
Tuesday May 31, 2011

I stayed after today until about 6 pm to help with the supplies for Joplin.  It looks like they will get at least two tractor/trailers full and maybe a third one.  Donnie and Kelly are working their butts off.  A group of young people from AmeriCorp came over and were a tremendous help.

Monday May 30, 2011

We spent the day at Clear Creek.  It was hot but we had a good time. Frank went up in the morning and saved us the first shelter since no one had it reserved.  It was good to see Don and Pat who were up from North Carolina.
Sunday May 29, 2011

Today was our Assistant Pastor Mike Fraunfelter's last day.  He, Nicole, and family will be moving to Powers Lake, North Dakota where Mike will be the Senior Pastor.  Today, I led in the dedication of their new daughter Emmalinn.  Don Dinniny will be our interim Pastor until a new senior pastor is called.  There is a decent chance we could have a new pastor before the end of summer.

Saturday May 28, 2011

It was a nice day and I got a lot done - bushes trimmed and yard mowed and trimmed.

Friday May 27, 2011

How very, very sad!  One of our students, Hunter Stumpner, a Police Science student from AC Valley, was in graduation practice when he learned that both of his parents were killed in an early morning car crash.  

Thursday May 26, 2011

We went to Allegheny General for an appointment.  Sherri is doing OK.  She does have a little extra fluid so they will have me give her Bumex through an IV for the next 3-4 days.

Since Dan was the class president this year, he organized Baccalaureate.  I hear it went real smooth and was well attended.

Wednesday May 25, 2011

Some pretty good storms came through the area in the evening and night. 

It is hard to believe that this school year is about over.  They just go faster and faster each year.

Tuesday May 24, 2011
Our Diesel Technology students have made a trip to Kentucky for the past few years.  They have built a truck and took it to a show.  They are very popular there and one man from Missouri took a real interest in them.  In fact, he has invited them to his place this coming September.  The matter was on the agenda for the board to consider.  The man said he would put all the kids up in a hotel if they could come.  It turns out this guy is from Joplin, Mo. - the town destroyed by a tornado this past weekend.  Our Diesel instructor and students want to help.  The instructor has arranged for two tractor-trailers to take supplies to them if the community is willing to donate them.  I will post a flyer on this site later today with the details of how you can get involved.  

Monday May 23, 2011
No rain after school so I got the lawn mowed. Sherri slept from time I got home until time to go to bed.  I guess she was tired from the trip.

Sunday May 22, 2011
We left Winchester around 9 am and were home by 2 in the afternoon.  We had a good trip and Sherri did real well.  We went grocery shopping after we dropped off Dick and then did very little the rest of the day and evening.

Saturday May 21, 2011
It was a real nice day and Shelby's wedding was really nice.  We got there around 12:30 pm and then we headed towards home around 5 pm.  We drove to Winchester where we spent the night.  Jared and Missy decided not to stop and drove straight home.  My guess is that they home around midnight.

I would have liked to seen Danny's pre-school graduation.  It is hard to believe that Danny and Lexi are heading to kindergarten this fall.

Friday May 20, 2011

Sherri, Dick, and I left around 8:30 am for Lynchburg, Virginia.  We arrived around 4:30 pm. We had a very good trip - the weather was good and scenery great.  Jared and Missy were about a half-hour ahead of us.  After we ate dinner, we drove around Liberty University for a while.

Thursday May 19, 2011

We had our school's senior banquet tonight.  It was at the Zion Baptist Church.  I was the MC again this year.  Tylyne is a senior and she was there along with her parents, Blaine and Kelli.
Wednesday May 18, 2011

The rain continues.  We watched American Idol and the Pirates in the evening.  
Tuesday May 17, 2011
After I got home from school, we voted, I got a haircut while Sherri bought a couple of story books at the Bathtub, we went to the pharmacy, and then to Deb’s for supper.  Sherri had her last day for physical therapy.  She is done with everyone but the visiting nurses and they may be finished with her in the next week.
Monday May 16, 2011
Lue is planning on Clear Creek for Memorial Day.  I suggested she call and see how much it is to reserve a shelter.  She said she would do that.
Sunday May 15, 2011
Missy was honored by one of her former students at a worship service at the Church of God.  She and Jared went to the service while Sherri and Twila kept the kids.
Saturday May 14, 2011
Jared threw a small luncheon for Missy in honor of her graduating with her Masters.
Surprisingly, the rain held off in the late afternoon until I got the yard mowed.
Friday May 13, 2011
I have the baseball package, so I can watch every baseball game that is played.  The trouble is that I can't stay awake. I think this summer I will try to sleep in until 7 every morning instead of getting up at 4:30. Maybe that way I can watch baseball until 11 pm each night.
Thursday May 12, 2011
Sherri got a good report from Dr. Cunningham. 
Dick Luton is going to ride with us down to the wedding at Lynchburg next week.
Wednesday May 11, 2011
Missy and Jared came over for supper.  After we ate, Hannah went out back and rolled down the hill, over and over while Brody ran up and down the hill.

Megan is really talking well - way ahead of her 2nd birthday. Brianna and she went to see the animals on a daycare trip.  David and Janna went too.

Tuesday May 10, 2011
Missy got 100% in her last graduate class, giving her a 4.0 overall in her Masters Program.
Monday May 9, 2011
Dood posted that she and Alan were 'going their separate ways.'  They plan on staying friends and doing family things together.

Sunday May 8, 2011
Mother's Day 2011.  At 1 pm, Sherri and I went over to Dude & Linda's for a cookout.  They had hot dogs and hamburgers.  We took a couple of covered dishes.  Rick and Laura made it up.  Of course Twila was there, and so was Dave, Barb, and Sam.  Of course so was Dan, Alisha, and Craig.

Alisha is done with school for the year but she has to take courses this summer, I think for the next 6 weeks, beginning this coming week.

Dan told me he made the arrangements for the senior picnic at the school.  He is the class president and he will be giving a speech at commencement.  

Saturday May 7, 2011
Jared, Missy, and the kids brought over dinner from Appleby's for a Mother's Day dinner.

A couple of things I really like about our new Terrain:  1) the hands-free bluetooth phone feature and 2) the back-up camera that displays on the rear-view mirror.

Friday May 6, 2011
Brody's doctor said he had two ear infections and RSV.
Betsy, Laura's daughter, graduates from Kent State this weekend.
Thursday May 5, 2011
Brody went back to the ER again this evening. He sees his doctor Friday morning.

Missy finished her grad work and will receive her Masters Degree.
Wednesday May 4, 2011
Brody got a temperature of 103° at daycare. By the middle of the night (Thur morning), Jared had to take him to the ER.  They diagnosed him as having RSV (click here).
Tuesday May 3, 2011
Mary Ann took Sherri shopping at Butler.  She got a dress and some other other clothes. Since she lost a lot of weight, she really hasn't had many outfits that fit her.  They didn't return until after 9:30 pm. 
Monday May 2, 2011
Sherri is determined to make it to Shelby's wedding so I made hotel reservations today.

Sunday May 1, 2011
Frank, Lue, and Danny came in to see our new vehicle.

Bin Laden was killed but I didn't hear about it until Monday morning.

Saturday April 30, 2011
Carol Guthrie took Sherri to a yard sale where she got a pair of lamps.  Meanwhile, I got a lot done.  I worked on my Sunday School lesson, cleaned up the garage, figured out the features on the Terrain, mowed the grass, took Sherri for an hour drive, and then had supper with Jared, Missy, and the kids. Hannah and Brody played out in the back yard in the evening.  Twila came up and Dude and Linda stopped in while out on a walk.  The weather was perfect today and it was a good day.
A long, long time member of our church, Bob Finnefrock, died today. He was in his 90's.
David said Megan is up at night sick and miserable  and that he was coming down with something himself.
Friday April 29, 2011
Sherri got up at 3:45 am to watch the Royal Wedding.  
When I got home from work, Sherri said she was ready and felt good enough to go car shopping.  Our van is just about ready to start costing us some money.  The A/C is out and they told us it could cost up to $800 to fix it.   Having one car, we had decided some years ago that we wanted to keep one good car and not worry about driving to places like Pittsburgh and breaking down. So, we went car shopping.  You have to understand, that to go car shopping with Sherri is like going grocery shopping - you always come back with groceries.  Actually, we got to test drive two vehicles before Sherri was ready to buy.  It was about 7:30 pm when we were done, but we came home with a different vehicle, a GMC Terrain.  Sherri wanted a sun roof and heated seats and she got both.  I wanted an all-wheel drive for this hill in the winter.  It is the first all wheel drive we have ever had.
Thursday April 28, 2011
Today is the one-year anniversary of Sherri's open-heart surgery.  

Wednesday April 27, 2011
Sherri made it out to Share-n-Care today and then went to lunch.  I managed to get the front yard mowed after school until the monsoons resumed.  I can't complain when I consider all the people we see on the news who have been devastated by tornadoes.
Tuesday April 26, 2011
'Who'll stop the rain?'   It is time to start the mowing season but we need a dry day to get at it - perhaps Thursday. 

Monday April 25, 2011
Sherri had an appointment at Grove City. Dr. Vivas, the Urologist who did her surgery in March, was very happy.  
David and Janna are giving some thought to coming home, perhaps this coming weekend.
Sunday April 24, 2011
Easter Sunday 2011 - It is a historical fact - the tomb was empty.  No one argues that.  But why was it empty?  The evidence is absolutely overwhelming. The only answer that  is anywhere close to logical is that Jesus was raised from the dead.  This confirms everything He ever said and taught.  That He is the only way to God and to eternal life.  That to have forgiveness of sin, one must trust in Jesus with their life.   Jesus calls us all to repent and to become a follower of His.  For those of us who serve Jesus Christ, we celebrate today because His resurrection gives complete proof that we too will be raised from the dead.  If Jesus is not the center of your life, today is the day to ponder the empty tomb and put your life into His hands.  If you would like help understanding what this means or how to do this, please let me know.  There is nothing I love to do more than to explain the good news that Jesus has to offer.
Saturday April 23, 2011
Brianna had two parties today.  The second one was at her house to celebrate her birthday with some friends.
Jared and Missy took the kids to Kraynaks.  It seems they had quite a good time seeing a very nice Easter display.
Tari made a cake (a bunny cake) and sent it in for the kids.
Friday April 22, 2011
Sherri and I left for Allegheny General around 7 am.  Her appointment went well.  We can discontinue the Bumex by IV and  she can start taking it by pill.  On the way back, we made a few stops for some Easter things and some groceries.  Sherri wanted to eat at Smokey Bones so we did.

Frank, Lue, and Danny came over in the evening.  Danny told us about his trip.  We gave him his Easter present.

Brianna had two parties today.  The second one was at her house to celebrate her birthday with some friends. 

Thursday April 21, 2011
Sherri was better today.
Brianna and Megan called to say they got their Easter gifts. 
Wednesday April 20, 2011
Sherri was feeling really sick this morning.  She called her visiting nurse who called Dr. Cunningham.  They said for most people, they would have them wait it out.  But for Sherri, they thought she should call the ambulance and go to the hospital.  She did and left the house around 11 am.   As it turns out, Dr. Cunningham is in the hospital as a patient.  So, I am not sure who will see her.
Tuesday April 19, 2011
Sherri was better today and ate a little.  Twila still hadn't ate anything in the past 3 days.
Monday April 18, 2011
The Wilsons got back home by the middle of the afternoon.
Sherri was sick throughout the day but was starting to get a little better by bedtime.
I fixed the dryer vent today and put up a handicap rail for Sherri to use getting out of the shower.
Sunday April 17, 2011

Frank, Lue, and Danny began their way back north, heading home after a 2-week Florida vacation.  They planned on driving to West Virgina today and then making it home someday during the day on Monday.
Twila got up really sick today - some kind of stomach virus.  By late in the afternoon, Sherri had it and is really sick.
Brianna celebrated her 4th birthday.  She is going to have some daycare friends over next weekend.
Saturday April 16, 2011
I worked on my Sunday School Lesson - the triumphal entry.  While at the post office, I ordered a breakfast to go from County Seat.  I tried their vegetable omelette.  It was unbelievable!

Friday April 15, 2011
I got in to see Dr. Grubb in the late morning.  He thinks my cough is due to acid reflux.  Gizmo had an appointment in the late afternoon.  He has a growth under his jaw.  They gave him an antibiotic shot to see if it is some kind of infection.

Today was the last full week of school for a while.  Next week we are off Good Friday and the following week Easter Monday.

Sherri was sick all day - feeling real nauseous.

Thursday April 14, 2011
Jared, Missy, and the kids came over for supper - we picked up Chinese.  

I felt miserable again this evening.  I have had this nonproductive cough for about 2 months now.  I was to the doctor about 6 weeks ago but I guess I may have to go back.  

Wednesday April 13, 2011
Sherri saw Dr. Cunningham.  She is going to try her on new pain medication because her back is so bad right now.

Tuesday April 12, 2011
Megan had her tubes put in her ears today and Brianna had the tube taken out of her one ear.

Our Keurig coffe brewer replacement arrived today.
Monday April 11, 2011
Sherri left with Mary Ann around 8 am and got back from Pittsburgh at 8 pm.  She got a good report.  She will stay on the Bumex until her next appointment which is on Good Friday.  After her appointment, she and Mary Ann went shopping for birthday and Easter stuff.  Mary Ann pushed her around in a wheel chair. 
Missy threw up on her classroom floor before going home with some kind of stomach flu. Hannah had the same thing over the weekend.

Sunday April 10, 2011
Don Dinniny is back from Myrtle Beach, where he spent the winter.  He had the sermon today and will be our interim pastor beginning June 1.
Sherri got out on the deck today. I think she is getting a little better each day.  It was warm, already too warm for me.

Fran & Ron called to see how everyone was doing and Gary and Karen stopped by for a while in the late afternoon.  In a few days they will be leaving for several days in the south, visiting at Becky's for a while and then Matt's.

Saturday April 9, 2011
Since a missionary will be using the Sunday School hour for a presentation, I did not have to prepare a lesson today.  So, I cleaned the house for several hours.  I wasn't used to that and was so tired by evening,  I had to skip the Pirate game and went to sleep early.
Friday April 8, 2011
Our school had three second-place finishers in the state-wide skills competition, which is really something. 

Nichole Hartzell - Keystone HS - Allied Heath Science student received a silver metal in the Nursing Assistant competition.

Zac McCauley - Keystone HS - Computer Networking student received a silver in Internet Networking competition.

Audrey Price - North Clarion - Police Science student received a silver in Criminal Justice competition.

Thursday April 7, 2011
The Pirates lost the home opener.  Rick was at the game.

Missy had her hearing before the magistrate concerning her wreck.  She was fighting it.  They asked her what she wanted and she said she would agree to pay the fine if they would drop the points. The magistrate agreed.

Wednesday April 6, 2011

Our Keurig coffee pot quit working properly.  I called the company and they will replace it with no charge even though the warranty has been off for two months.

Tuesday April 5, 2011

I made sloppy joes for supper and Twila, Missy, Jared, and the kids came to eat.  We got snow today (it didn't accumulate) which is getting pretty late in the spring.  I hear many people everywhere I go, cursing the groundhog.

Monday April 4, 2011

Twila went to the doctor today - it went well. They lowered the amount of coumadin she takes.  
Sherri got the DQ Blizzard of the month - a caramel, tofee, cookie blizzard.

Sunday April 3, 2011

Frank, Lue, Danny, Doug, Cindy, Kelly, and Zach arrived at Florida with temperature around 87°. 
Mike Fraunfelter had a good sermon today.  His preaching is getting better and better.  
I taught a Sunday School lesson on 2 Timothy 2, dealing with quarreling in the church.  We were reminded that the core of the gospel is Jesus died for our sins and Jesus resurrected.
Saturday April 2, 2011
Today was Shelby's bridal shower.  Sherri was able to attend. 

Frank, Lue, and Danny left for Florida today.  Doug, Cindy, and family are on their way too.

Friday April 1, 2011

Sherri had quite a long day.  She left for Pittsburgh at 8 am and didn’t get back until 6:30 pm.  Mary Ann took her.  They were at the doctors for a long time but everything looked good.  She is to stay on the IV Bumex for another 3 or 4 weeks.  They stopped on the way home at Target to get a gift for Shelby’s shower and they also ate dinner/lunch.  She is not sure if she will be able, but she is going to try to go to the shower on Saturday for a few minutes.

I had a very quiet house after school which was perfect to watch the Pirates win their first game of the season.

While eating dinner, Brianna told her parents she missed Clarion.  So David dialed up our number and Brianna told us she missed us.  She is just a few days away from turning 4 years old.

Thursday March 31, 2011

Sherri seems to be doing a little better.  

Baseball season started today.  I got to see a little bit of about three games.  Tomorrow the Pirates play at Chicago - weather pending.

Danny took his kindergarten test today.  Lue said they were at the school a lot longer than she thought.

Wednesday March 30, 2011

Back on the first of the month, we weren’t quite certain whether March came in like a lion or a lamb.  We now know.  It must have come in like a lamb because it is leaving us with a lion’s roar.  Everything was pure white as the sun went down.  It just figures that baseball season begins tomorrow.

Tuesday March 29, 2011

The entire education community of the area is working under a cloud of uncertainty.  The governor’s budget has all programs in a state of limbo.  

Monday March 28, 2011

Becky and Jody took Sherri to her appointment with Dr. Vivas in Grove City.  He gave  her a good report and said he doesn’t need to see her for another month.  Sherri will next travel back to Allegheny General to see Dr. Sokos on Friday.  Mary Ann is planning on taking her again.

Sunday March 27, 2011

I got back to teaching Sunday School today.  Mike Fraunfelter had a good sermon.

Saturday March 26, 2011

In the morning I worked on my Sunday School lesson.  A guy came to give me an estimate to replace the front door.  We were leaning on putting a vinyl door in, but he said that it would face the sun all day, and most likely warp in the future.

Frank, Lue, Danny, Jared, Missy, Hannah, and Brody came in the evening.  Hannah, Jared, and I took Gizmo for a walk.  Hannah held the leash and did a good job handling Gizmo.

David, Janna, and the girls were going to a birthday party in the afternoon.

Friday March 25, 2011

The last quarter of the school year began today.
Brody is still sick.
David and Janna told Brianna they were going to take her to get her hair cut in a few days.  While at daycare, she pulled back her hair and then took scissors and cut some of the excess off.  So they now have a bag of her hair.  She will probably be going Saturday to get a real haircut.

Thursday March 24, 2011

Mary Ann took Sherri to her appointment in Pittsburgh.  Things are going ok according to the doctor.  I am to continue another 10 days of giving her Bumex through her IV.  Kim and her daughter met Mary Ann and Sherri for lunch at Cranberry Township on the way back home.

Brody has an ear infection and has a temperature of 104°.

Wednesday March 23, 2011

Sherri was still in a lot of pain and discomfort.  She got feeling a little better by evening.  Her mother stayed with her all morning and then Becky Brooks spent the afternoon with her.  She travels to Pittsburgh on Thursday to see Dr. Sokos.  
Brody got his first haircut.

Tuesday March 22, 2011

Sherri is having trouble moving her bowels again and is in real misery.  I hope this doesn’t continue very long.  (BTW – she hates it when I post this <g>.)

I walked after school.  It was around 70°.  That is more than warm enough for me.

The glass is coming out of the front door.  I think the cheapest route will be to go to Lowe’s and buy a new door.
Sunday March 20, 2011

Sherri got lots of rest today.  She called BeeDee later in the day and said that BeeDee was sick.  

Mary Ann told Sherri she would take her to AGH on Thursday for her appointment so that I wouldn’t have to take off more work.  I am a little concerned because I see it is calling for snow showers on Thursday.

Jeff Barlett came in during the evening, while Nathaniel was at youth group.  We took a walk and talked about a variety of things..

Saturday March 19, 2011

The visiting nurse came again today.  Sherri is doing pretty well.  Sherri wanted spaghetti so I made it for supper.  Sherri was so happy to be home.  I was very happy not to have to drive to Pittsburgh.  I was able to go shopping and get other things done and then watch basketball.

Friday March 18, 2011

After 31 days, Sherri returned home.  She was very happy to be back.  Twila, Jared, Missy and kids came over for supper.  The visiting nurse came around 7 pm.  She made sure that I would be able to give Sherri her Bumex through her port twice per day. 

Thursday March 17, 2011

Today was a spring-like day.  Sherri Coumadin level is not quite where it needs to be but they believe it will be by Friday.  If not, she will have to wait until Saturday to come home.

Wednesday March 16, 2011

David turned 35 today.  He and Janna were going out for dinner since Janna’s mother is spending the week with them.

Sherri learned today that she will be coming home on Friday.  There was some concerned of how she would get her bumex since they wanted it to continue IV.  When she explained that I had given her medicine through her pick line many times in the past, the doctors reluctance to let her go home was satisfied.

Tuesday March 15, 2011

Sherri seemed real well today.  She is walking with physical therapy and ate a big breakfast.  Rick and Laura were in to see her in the evening.  Mary Ann and Twila are planning to drive down Thursday for a visit.

Monday March 14, 2011

I completed my March Madness brackets.  I am rooting for Pitt and Purdue.

Lue said that Austin has been selected by the prom committee at C-L to be the elementary male attendant for this year's prom.

Sherri got out of ICU late this evening and moved back to the fifth floor (room 527).

Sherri said that David called and said that Megan has to get tubes put in her ears.  Brianna had tubes put in her ears sometime ago.  One of them never dissolved, so when they install Megan’s tubes, they will sedate Brianna and take her tube out.

Sunday March 13, 2011

I was just about ready to head home when Dr. Sokos came in.  He said Sherri is still improving.  They have taken her off the medicine that controls her blood pressure.  He thought 2 or 3 more days in ICU and then a few days in a regular room.  He thinks she should consider some kind of transitional care before returning home.

I can’t believe that on Wednesday, it will have been a month since Sherri has been home.

Saturday March 12, 2011

I was with Sherri from about 10 am to 2 pm.  Dr. Sokos was in.  He said they still need to give her medicine to keep the blood pressure up.  He doesn’t think she is in any great danger and thinks she is making progress but he plans on keeping her in ICU for several more days.  There is always the fear that if the pressure gets too low it will wipe out the kidneys. 

 Dr. Tim and Becky Brooks visiting Sherri for an hour or so before going to Wexford to watch the Clarion Girls basketball playoff game.

Friday March 11, 2011

I woke up hearing the breaking news of a devastating earthquake and tsunami in Japan.  It did significant damage as far away as Hawaii and California.

Sherri is in ICU.  Her blood pressure is too low.  She was able to drink liquids for the first time and she also got out of bed and into a chair.  She has a lot of pain from the surgery.

Thursday March 10, 2011

Sherri was bleeding through the night so they gave her a couple units of blood.  They were about to give her a third unit, but the bleeding stopped.  Her blood is so thin; I think it takes a while for it to clot.  She remains in ICU.

Surprisingly, Missy was discharged today.

Wednesday March 9, 2011

Sherri did not have a great night.  She was not comfortable and because she was a blood thinner, her nose was bleeding.  The nurse told me at 6 am that this will most likely set her back in getting the breathing tube out.  Instead of this morning, it will probably stay in until the afternoon or beyond.

Sherri got her breathing tube out around noon but she remains in ICU.  Missy got out of ICU but her pneumonia is bad enough that she can expect a few more days in the hospital.

Tuesday March 8, 2011

4 pm – I was told Sherri’s surgery would be about 2 hours.  It is now almost 4 hours into the procedure and I haven’t heard a word from anyone.

Missy called and is on her way to the ER.  She can’t breathe and it sounds like her lungs are full of fluid – she is wheezing badly.

Sherri did well in her surgery.  Dr. Vivas said he successfully corrected the problem.  He said that he didn’t want to take any chances, so he put her in ICU.  She in on a breathing tube.  I got in to see her around 7 pm and stayed until about 10.  I then went up to McKnight Road and checked into a hotel for the night.

Missy has pneumonia and they are concerned with the oxygen levels in her blood.  Therefore, they put her in Intensive Care – hopefully for one night and then to a regular room for a couple of days or so.

Jared asked what would be the probability of both Missy and Sherri being in IC at the same time.  I responded, “with the way the past few years have gone, higher than most would think.”  
Once again I am thankful to the Lord for all the prayers He has answered today.  Now as I get ready for some sleep, I pray that He will watch over my wife and daughter throughout this night.

Monday March 7, 2011

Missy was told the night before at the ER that she does have strep throat.  She is pretty sick.

Becky Brooks and Jody Kiehl spent the day with Sherri.  They had a good time and that was good for Sherri not to be alone the day before her surgery.

Sunday March 6, 2011

I decided not to go to Pittsburgh since they were calling for bad roads (which I don’t think materialized).  It was good for me to get a day’s rest.  I talked to Sherri several times.  She was having a good day.  She is on a liquid diet and then Monday it will be only clear liquids.

Missy ran a fever all day.  Finally, in the evening she went to the ER.  I didn’t hear how she made out by the time I went to bed, but my best guess is she has strep throat.

Saturday March 5, 2011

I spent most of the day with Sherri.  They said I won’t know the time of her surgery on Tuesday until sometime Monday.  I hurried home so I could catch at least the 2nd half of the Pitt game.  If they won, they would win the Big East.  They did!   I later found out that Mike and Janie (Bevevino) Campbell were at the game.  When it was over, they stopped over to see Sherri.  She was really glad to see them.
The Blake boys were working on Ron Beers’ (Two-Beers) trailer and it caught on fire and was destroyed.  Lue also reported that Brian Detrick was walking along route 322 near the old Sealy plant when he was struck and killed by a car.  He was around 40 years old.  I may have taught him during one of my first few years at the Career Center.

Friday March 4, 2011

Sherri said they told her that her surgery will be scheduled for Tuesday.  She will be in at least one week past that.

Thursday March 3, 2011

Sherri went for her procedure at 9:30 am.  She was only gone about 45 minutes when Dr. Vivas came in to talk to me.  He said he was able to do the loop this time but it would take surgery to repair the kink in her urinary system.  I am not sure when they will schedule the surgery, but Sherri wants it done as soon as possible.  Sherri was hoping they could have fixed it with today’s procedure.  She is getting rather discouraged and is very homesick.

Frank and Danny came in at lunch time to let Gizmo out.  They brought him a cheeseburger but he saved it for supper.  Then Lue brought me in stuffed peppers for supper.  They were very good.

Wednesday March 2, 2011

Becky Brooks and Susan LaVan went to Pittsburgh today and spent a large part of the day with Sherri.  With her surgery tomorrow, Sherri said it was just what she needed.

Tuesday March 1, 2011

Gary turned 61 today and Jared 30.  

Sherri was told she will have a loop test of her urinary system on Thursday.  If they find something that can be fixed, they will do it right then if possible.  That is my prayer.  She will have to have general anesthesia.  I plan on being there for her procedure and then to discuss with the doctors what they found.

Alan had successful back surgery.  He will be home after a day or so.  He is in Presbyterian Hospital.

Monday February 28, 2011

There were thunderstorms early in the morning.  It was a little bit concerning as Gizmo and I walked.  I told him we could be fried at any moment.

Sherri continues to improve.  She is still awaiting the urinary test.

Sunday February 27, 2011

Again, I spent the day with Sherri.  Dr. Murali came in a again and said she was improving and may get home before the end of the week.  He said they want to find out the problem with the urinary tract.  If they can fix it, he believes her heart failure problems may very well be resolved.  Sometime after I left, Dude, Linda, and Alisha visited Sherri and then later on Rick and Laura came to see her.

Saturday February 26, 2011

I was at AGH with Sherri from about 10 am until 2:30 pm.  She was doing well.  I talked to one urologist who said there may be a couple of less risky things they might be able to do to fix her urinary tract.  One may be stretching it out to see if it takes out the kink.  So that was kind of hopeful news.  Frank, Lue, and Danny showed up at Allegheny General to see Sherri around 1 pm and then, soon after, Dood arrived.  After I left, Gary and Karen came.  I stopped at Hoss’s at Grove City on the way home to join Frank, Lue, and Danny for supper.

I got home in time to listen to the radio broadcast of Dan’s match.  I held the phone to the computer and Sherri listened to the entire match.  Dan lost the championship match 2-1.

Friday February 25, 2011

Sherri was much better today.  Rick and Laura were in to see her in the late afternoon.

Jared and Missy finally got their vehicle today – a 2008 Buick Enclave. 

Dan won his first match in the District Wrestling Tournament at CUP.  He will wrestle Saturday in the semi-finals.

Thursday February 24, 2011

Sherri was sick all day and night.  I am not sure why – I am hoping it is the antibiotics and not something more serious.  Jared was in Pittsburgh for a meeting and stopped in to see her.

Dood reported that Alan will be having surgery on Tuesday and will be off of work for 4 weeks.  I don’t know the hospital or how long he is expected to be in.

Wednesday February 23, 2011

Sherri was transported via ambulance to Allegheny General around 7 pm.  She called at 10 pm saying she was there and settled in her room.

I was scrambling, trying to find someone to teach Sunday school for me this week.  Bill Rogers said he would take care of it for me.

Tuesday February 22, 2011

Dr. Cunningham was back today.  Since they are unable to get an IV into Sherri, she called down to AGH.  They agreed it was time to get a port back into Sherri.  So, Sherri went into surgery with Dr. Houston at 1pm and the surgery lasted almost until 5 pm.  Sherri now has a port that they can use to access blood and to put meds in.

Monday February 21, 2011

Dr. Rhoades has been in contact with AFG – both the heart and kidney doctors.  They both told her that if she doesn’t decline any further, she can stay in Clarion, otherwise, they want her sent down.  Dr. Cunningham is now expected back Tuesday morning.  They are not able to get an IV in her.

Sunday February 20, 2011

After teaching Sunday School and a quick visit with Sherri, I spent the rest of the day at home.  I slept through most of the Daytona 500.  I saw the first lap and the last.

David called to say that Janna’s grandmother had been found dead.  She lived alone but Janna’s sister lived in an apartment right behind her.  I believe she was around 87.  Janna’s mother was ‘Granny’s’ only child.

Saturday February 19, 2011

Danny had to go to the ER to get a shot.

Nothing is really new with Sherri.

I went to Jared and Missy’s for supper.  She had twice-baked potatoes and Swiss steak.

By bedtime I was sick and felt like I was getting the flu.

Friday February 18, 2011

Danny is still sick, Lue is now sick, and Sherri is still in the hospital.

Sherri was sick tonight and they plan on doing an ultrasound Saturday morning.

Thursday February 17, 2011

Sherri had a scope but it found no problems.  She believes she will be possibly discharged as early as Friday.

Wednesday February 16, 2011

Sherri’s pain got so bad by noon that she called for an ambulance and was admitted to Clarion hospital. Tests show she is bleeding from somewhere so they will do a scope on Thursday to make sure the meds haven’t given her an ulcer.

Tuesday February 15, 2011

We kept the kids while Missy went to a hair appointment.  However, she slid off the road into the ditch on the way there and never made it.  We all ate spaghetti that Lue sent in.

Danny is sick with strep throat.

Monday February 14, 2011

Valentine’s Day 2011.  I got Sherri a charm for her Pandora bracelet.  

Sherri’s potassium has been at a dangerous low level for the past 3 or 4 days and it doesn’t seem to be getting any better.  They changed her medicine today.

Sunday February 13, 2011

We gave the grandchildren their Valentines and then by 1 pm, David, Janna, and the kids left.  They had a good trip home.

Lue and Danny also came in today.  Sherri had gotten Danny some Batman socks for Valentines’ Day and he seemed to really like them.

Saturday February 12, 2011

Today was a fun day.  I actually slept in until a little after 7.  We had a late breakfast of omelets and bacon.  After I spent 2 hours on my Sunday School lesson, I went Valentine’s shopping and ran few other errands.  Later in the afternoon, Dude, Linda, Craig, Alisha, Dan, and Mallory stopped over.  

The kids are all now able to play together.  The girls had a blast all afternoon and evening.  Brianna, Hannah, and I watched most of Toy Story 2.  

Brody really surprised me by walking across the living room.  I can’t believe how fast he and all the kids are changing.  

Friday February 11, 2011

David, Janna, Briana, and Megan arrived in the early evening.  We picked up fish dinners from the Tavern.  Brianna was telling me about Howdy Doody Time so I went to YouTube and showed her what Howdy Doody looked like.  She thought he was really strange. 

Thursday February 10, 2011

Only two schools delayed today as the wind chills only went to about 8 below zero.

Wednesday February 9, 2011

I spent the day with Traci Wildeson and Chris Richardson at Erie touring a STEM school.  

All the schools in the county were delayed because of wind chills near 15 below.

Tuesday February 8, 2011

Sherri saw Dr. Sokos today.  Since she is gaining fluid, he increased her medicine and wants to see her again within two weeks.

Missy had a root canal on the teeth that were damaged in the wreck.

Brody was sick on his first birthday.  Megan was sick, too, with the same symptoms.  David and Janna are planning to come back this coming weekend.

Monday February 7, 2011

Sherri saw a Dr. Vivas in Grove City.  He is a urologist and is looking to see what they can do to keep her from getting UTI’s all the time.  He wants to do a test where they put tubes into the kidneys and drain them.  This will give him an accurate reading on the functioning of the kidneys and other useful information.  Tomorrow we go to AGH to see Dr. Sokos. 

Sunday February 6, 2011

I preached the sermon today on the Goodness of God.

I took a nap in the afternoon to prepare for the Steelers’ game.  The game was ok and would have been a lot better if it weren’t for the turnovers.  But one thing that should be noted is that the Steelers caused no turnovers.  That was the difference.  Our defense was ok but not great. 

Now, if we can just keep Big Ben out of the bars during this upcoming off-season.

Saturday February 5, 2011

Today was Brody’s first birthday party.  There were lots of people there and it was a very good party.

Friday February 4, 2011

David and Janna were planning on leaving to come here at 2 pm.  Janna worked real late most days this week and figured it would be little trouble to get off 2 or 3 hours early.  She called David in the afternoon saying that she would not be able to leave early.  David and the girls were already on their way to pick her up.  Not knowing what to do with the girls for a few hours and in light of the weather and other things, they decided to canceled their trip for this weekend.  Brianna was disappointed. 
Missy finally went back to work today.  After being there for two hours, the nurse noticed a rash on her arm.  She believed it was the shingles and told Missy she would have to leave at once.  Missy went to see Dr. Cunningham who confirmed it was shingles.  Missy wondered what to do about the party.  The doctor said she would not be contagious to anyone and for precautions, wrap her arm.  The doctor said she would be of no danger to Sherri or anyone else.

Thursday February 3, 2011

Becky Brooks came over this afternoon and helped Sherri do a few things.  She is getting ready for a trip down south.

I went to see Dan wrestle against Brockway.  He won 3 zip.  It was senior night and Dude and Linda escorted Dan out during the pre-match ceremony.

Wednesday February 2, 2011

School was canceled again.  The groundhog did not see his shadow meaning spring is just around the corner.

Tuesday February 1, 2011
School was canceled today because of the forecast of freezing rain and snow.  I did make a meeting on the internet from noon to 1 using Go-To-Meeting and the IPad.  It was with educators from various locations across the state. It is on academic integration within Career-Tech programs.

Monday January 31, 2011
Everyone was abuzz with news that a big winter storm is coming.  Many are expecting that schools will be canceled on Tuesday.  I stopped at Comet Market on the way home from work and it was packed with people stocking up for the big weather event.  It is as if they would starve to death if they couldn’t get out of the house for a day or two.  

Sunday January 30, 2011
Missy is still getting headaches and will not go back to work now until at least Wednesday.

Dan took 2nd at a wrestling tournament at Grove City.  His last home match is this Thursday.  Sherri and I hope we can attend it.

Saturday January 29, 2011
The hard drive went out of Missy computer.  She is hoping that she didn’t lose all her pictures but she very well may have.
Sherri and I went to Twila’s for supper.  Mike and Nancy Bauer were there too.

Friday January 28, 2011
It is hard to believe the end of the week is here already.  I was so busy at school this week that it just flew by.

Missy plans on going back to work on Monday.

Thursday January 27, 2011
As Gizmo and I walked, I thought how perfectly white everything looked.  As most people are beginning to get sick of winter, we are just warming up to it.

Wednesday January 26, 2011
Sherri went to Share-n-Care today. 

I saw where Jim Zacherl died.  I wonder what happened to him.

Tuesday January 25, 2011
Missy is still off work.  She went to the dentist today and one of her front teeth is dead.  She will have to have a lot of work done on Feb 8.

Mary Ann took Sherri to see Dr. Cunningham today.

Monday January 24, 2011
School was delayed today due to cold temperatures.  It was 6 below at our place with wind chills colder than 10 below zero.

Sunday January 23, 2011
The cold spell continued and it was cold in church today.  The sanctuary never heated up.

The Steelers won the AFC title and will face the Packers in 2 weeks at the Superbowl.  After they took a 24-0 lead, I was hoping it would be smooth sailing the second half.  I figured all they needed to do was to score a field goal and then force the Jets to settle for a field goal each time they had the ball.  Well, it didn’t work out that way and the game was up for grabs until about 2 minutes to go.    

Saturday January 22, 2011
This was a very cold day, one of the coldest days in the past several years.  I stayed home the entire day except for taking Gizmo for a walk and a quick trip to the barber shop.  Jared, Missy, and the kids came over for supper.  They are planning Brody’s first birthday party for the day before the Steelers win the Super Bowl.  I am not sure if the party is canceled or not if the Steelers lose to the Jets.

Friday January 21, 2011
The day began with all 7 Clarion County Schools going on a 2-hour delay.  By the time Gizmo and I got back from our 5:30 am walk, three schools switched over to closed for the day.  If 4 or more schools are closed, then we are closed.  After waiting for some time, it seemed clear that I would have work.  So I got dressed and was just about out the door when ACV canceled, meaning we were closed.  It is frustrating that ACV took so long to make their decision.  We have teacher that live as far away as Penfield that would have been on the road only to have to turn around and go home. I snow-blowed for a couple of hours in morning. 
Missy and Jared had a vehicle picked out to replace the one that was totaled in the wreck.  Jared stopped to buy it tonight only to find it had been sold to someone else yesterday.

Thursday January 20, 2011
Sherri is gaining weight (from fluid) which is not a good thing.  Maybe they will need to increase her medicine.

Wednesday January 19, 2011
We went over to Jared and Missy’s for a while in the early evening.  Hannah wouldn’t eat her supper.  Missy said she hasn’t ate dinner since she has been sick at Christmas time.  Brody said hi to me.

Tuesday January 18, 2011
Sherri was discharged this afternoon around 2:30 pm.  When we got back to Clarion, we dropped off her prescriptions and the first place she wanted to go was to Deb’s for some “good” food. And, it was really good.  Their hot roast beef sandwiches are phenomenal. 

Before being discharged Sherri learned the results of her urinary loop test.  They saw a part of the loop almost totally squeezed shut.  They believe this is what is causing all her urinary infections.  They believe they can fix it but it would require another surgery.  They would like her to consider having this done in about two months.

Missy had a dental appointment and the tooth beside the one that is chipped may be very problematic.  She also had a CT scan but no results are back yet.  Sherri was really shocked when she saw Missy.
Monday January 17, 2011
Sherri waited all day to get her test and finally went around 3:30 pm.  She did not hear of any results.  We still think Sherri will come home Tuesday afternoon but that is not definite.

Missy had a doctor appointment.  Dr. Cunningham ordered another CT scan for Tuesday.  She is concerned about some things.  She is also concerned about her eye and told her to get an eye exam asap.  Missy will see the dentist Tuesday morning and then have the CT scan in the afternoon.

We had an in-service day today.  The staff was re-certified in CPR and AED (automatic external defibrillator).  
Sunday January 16, 2011
I again spent about 4 hours with Sherri.  Dr. Sokos said he still believes she will be discharged Tuesday afternoon.  He thinks the reason she ended up in the hospital this time was the flu ran her down causing her to get a UTI and the UTI caused her heart to not function properly. 

Missy will be seeing the doctor on Monday and the dentist on Tuesday.  Her other eye turned black so she says she looks like a raccoon.   

Saturday January 15, 2011
I left at 8 am to see Sherri and got back in time to watch the Steelers play.

Sherri was doing pretty well.  Dr. Sokos came in while I was there and said she may get home Tuesday or Wednesday.  Sherri was not happy that she is so restricted with the fluids that she is getting but Dr. Sokos said if she would be patient for a couple more days, she would find the sacrifice worth it. The urinary people are going to do some urinary loop test on Monday.  They want to see if they can find anything that is causing the kidneys to not work any better than they are and maybe why she gets so many uti’s.  They said they would see her and that their doctors go twice a week to Grove City if she could get someone to take her there.

Rick & Laura went to the Steelers’ game.  It was Laura’s first.  Sherri said now Laura will have to go to the next game, even if it is in New England.

Friday January 14, 2011
Lue made spaghetti sauce and Frank ran me in a quart of it.  Jared, Missy, and the kids came over in the evening for an hour.  I am getting anxious to see Sherri tomorrow.
Thursday January 13, 2011
Missy continued to be in a lot of pain.  And the pain worsened by mid-day when she learned she will be fined over $200 for driving too fast for conditions.  
Lue and Danny came over in the evening.  Lue got a new backup device for her computer and wanted me to help her get it going.  It is called Clickfree and it works very well and easily.  You just plug it in and it backs up your entire computer.

Sherri seemed to have improved quite a bit today.  Dr. Murali said she is on pace to come home during the first part of next week.

Wednesday January 12, 2011
School was delayed two hours for everyone in the county today.

Within a mile of North Clarion, on her way home, Missy hit a slick patch on the road and her vehicle went across the road and into a tree.  The EMT’s wanted her to go by ambulance but she said she would wait for Jared.  She should have went via ambulance.  She was in the ER for about 2 hours.  When she first got there, the doctor believed she had broken bones in her face and that the worst case scenario would be for her to have to go to Pittsburgh.  However, after a CT scan and x-rays, nothing was broken and she was sent home.  She had a cut above the right eye, a chipped tooth, and a right cheek-bone swelled up the size of a baseball.  She has a concussion.  She was having trouble with her short-term memory. She is in a lot of pain and her face is really swelled up.  She will be off of work at least one week.  She was driving Jared’s Trailblazer and it was totaled.  The airbags never went off for some reason.  I went down to the ER for an hour or so and then Pastor Mike came as well.
Sherri’s cath. Confirmed that the right chamber of her heart is not functioning correctly.

Tuesday January 11, 2011
Sherri had a heart catheterization today.  Her doctor will discuss the results with her on Wednesday.  I assume they were checking the pressure in the lower chamber of the heart.

Monday January 10, 2011
Sherri was transported to Allegheny General in the middle of the afternoon.

Hannah was sick and neither Missy nor Jared could take off work.  Twila kept her until late morning and then Alisha watched for the rest of the day.

Sunday January 9, 2011
There is a good chance that Sherri will be transferred to Pittsburgh on Monday.  I spent all morning and the early part of the afternoon with her. 

Hannah had a fever today.  Lue baked Frank a peanut butter cake for his birthday. Megan is the third straight grandchild to really get into the Wiggles.
Saturday January 8, 2011
Sherri was in some pain because the fluid, which is still building up, is putting pressure on her back and stomach.  They could not give her the medicine that takes off the fluid tonight because her blood pressure was too low.  I want to be there Sunday morning when Dr. Cunningham makes her rounds.  I am starting to think that Sherri may be a day or two away from be transferred to AGH.
I went to Wal-Mart to get a couple of things for Sherri. As I was going in, Dan and Kris Clark (and kids) were coming out.  Ky told me that he got a new fish.  I asked him what he would name the fish and he said Captain Looey.  Dan explained that they had been at the Captain Loomis the night before for dinner and that gave Ky the idea for the name.
Friday January 7, 2011
Sherri got a call back from the doctor after the lab work came back.  Dr. Cunningham told her to report to the hospital and they would admit her with a UTI.  So, Mary Ann took her down around noon and she was put in room 2755.

Brody was still too sick to go to daycare so Jared had to stay home with him.  Jared had a big meeting for an hour in the late in the morning.  The only person available to watch him was Sherri and then she was heading out to the hospital.  Jared had to take Brody to the meeting.

Thursday January 6, 2011
Looks like Sherri has a UTI.  She will call about it Friday morning.  

Hannah and Brody are still sick.  

Wednesday January 5, 2011
We saw a video at school this week on the hazards of texting while driving.  All of our students will be shown this video.  It can be viewed by clicking here.  I suggest everyone take a look at this.
Tuesday January 4, 2011
Twila, Mary Ann, and Sherri went to the Corner Restaurant in Sligo for lunch to celebrate Twila’s birthday.  

Monday January 3, 2011
Well, it was back to work today.  I blinked and Christmas break was over.  In one sense, I wish we had two weeks off at the break. However, I don’t want to go any later into the summer.

Laura and Betsy joined the flu alumni as they both were stricken after we carried the virus down New Year’s Day.  

Sunday January 2, 2011
We got the tree put away and the other Christmas decorations.

Saturday January 1, 2011
Rick and Laura had us down for a New Years Day dinner and after dinner we celebrated Twila’s 74th birthday. They had pork & sauerkraut and homemade ice-cream. It was a very good dinner.  Betsy and Drew were there.  Twila went down with Sherri and me while Dude, Linda, Alisha, Craig, Dan, and Mallory all came in another vehicle.  Rick told us that he will be leaving at 8 am the next day to go to Cleveland for the Steelers’ game.
Friday December 31, 2010

We went over to Jared and Missy’s from abut 6:30 to 9:30.  Rick and Barb were there and then a little later, Dude, Linda, Alisha, and Craig came by.  
Thursday December 30, 2010

Sherri picked up her new glasses and then went to get her blood tested at the lab.   

Wednesday December 29, 2010

I spent the afternoon trying to figure out how to connect my DVD recorder to my DVR and the TV.  After almost giving up, I was successful.  I spent part of the day studying “The Two Greatest Commandments.”

Tuesday December 28, 2010

By 2:30 am I felt much better, so I got up for the day.  Today the virus spread to Dan, Mallory, Mallory’s mother, and Craig.

I did little today except I watched a lot of baseball.  I watched Ken Burns’ “The 10th Inning” and then I watched game #7 of the 1960 World Series.  What a great ballgame!

Monday December 27, 2010

I learned today that Rick (Walters) also was among those of us who were hammered by this crazy fast-spreading sickness.  Today was a terrible day for Sherri and me.  After I threw up for most of the morning, I was so achy and exhausted that I slept off and on for most of the day.  I never tried eating until late in the evening.  Hannah went back to the doctor and got three shots.  The doctor believes that since she had the ear infection a week earlier, her immune system is so low that she can’t shake this flu-like virus.

Sunday December 26, 2010

Hannah was still sick early this morning with a temp.  They called Hannah’s doctor who told them to take her to the ER.  So, Jared and Hannah were on the way to the ER by 6:45 am.  Hannah got back home but was sick throughout the day.  By the end of the day, the following were all sick, most throwing up:  Missy, Jared, Brody, Sherri, Twila, Brad, Barb, Alisha, Linda, Dude, and before midnight, I joined the ranks.  This stuff is spreading like wildfire.
Saturday December 25, 2010

Christmas Day!  We got up around 5 am.  I took Gizmo for his early morning walk and then we got ready and were over at Jared and Missy’s by 7:15.  We had a good time for a couple of hours and then Sherri and I moved on to Frank and Lue’s.  We watched Danny open some of his stuff from Santa and then we came back home.  Sherri went over to Dude and Linda’s for dinner and I went back out to Strattanville.  Rick and Laura came over in the evening.  I went to bed and watch George C. Scott in a Christmas Carol before falling to sleep.  We talked to David and Janna.  They seemed to be having a nice Christmas.  Hannah was sick early Christmas morning and throughout Christmas day.  

Friday December 24, 2010

I finished my shopping today (and wrapping) by 2 pm.  We went to Jared and Missy’s for dinner and then to Frank & Lue’s for an hour or so.

Sherri was so sick in the morning that we decided not to go to church to be around many people.

Thursday December 23, 2010

Today was the last day of school until January 3.  I have few plans for the break except to do as little as I can get away with.  There is a lot I could do, but there is always a lot to do. For lunch at work, we had brisket.  Donnie Doverspike smoked it for a day or so this week and we all brought in a covered dish.  It was a very good meal.

Wednesday December 22, 2010

Gizmo got groomed today.

Sherri’s lab work came back; she has a bad urinary infection.

We had to call Shirey’s Overhead doors because the garage door was broken.  They came right away and got it fixed.

Danny lost his first tooth.  When Lue noticed it was gone, she asked him what happened to it.  He said it was loose so he pulled it out and threw it into the bathroom waste basket. When Lue reminded him that he would have received money from the tooth fairy if he would have saved it and put it under his pillow; he quickly went into the bathroom and found it.

Tuesday December 21, 2010

Becky and Carla Callen came over.  Sherri made wassail. Then she went to the doctor.  Everything there looked ok but they sent her blood and urine to the lab.

Don came over in the evening for an hour or so.  It was good to talk with him. 

Monday December 20, 2010

Fran called today to say that Babe has shingles.  I heard they can be miserable for some people.

BeeDee emailed saying that Don is in town and was going to the Penguin game tonight.

Sherri got her nails done today uptown.  Gizmo will get his done on Wednesday.

If it were clear tonight I would stay up through the night and watch the lunar eclipse but it is suppose to be total cloud cover.

Sunday December 19, 2010

I preached the sermon today (How To Celebrate Christmas).  Sherri was able to go to church.  We made it in time to watch the children’s Christmas program during Sunday School.  During the afternoon we watched the Steelers lose to the Jets and I made a pot roast.

Saturday December 18, 2010

I worked on my sermon for tomorrow all morning and then Sherri and I went to DuBois all afternoon and evening and finished up most of our Christmas shopping.  

Friday December 17, 2010

Sherri and I picked up fish dinners and went down to Gary & Karen’s.  Gary’s shoulder is getting betting but he still has about 4 more weeks to keep it in a sling.  
Thursday December 16, 2010

Mr. Powell was in to do my annual teaching observation.  

It is hard to believe that Christmas is a week from this Saturday.  I guess I better start my shopping this weekend.

Frosty, whom the kids built in the front yard last weekend, is still standing and looking as happy as ever.  

Wednesday December 15, 2010

I tried to watch the TV premiere of  game #7 of the 1960 World Series that aired on the MLB network.  I couldn’t stay awake but I have it recorded.

Tuesday December 14, 2010

I was off of work today to go to Shawna’s funeral.

Sherri was in pain most of the day because she hasn’t had a bowl movement since last Friday.  Finally, by 9:30 pm we went to the ER.  They got her fixed up this time and we got home just before 1 am.  

Monday December 13, 2010

Missy was home sick with her Crohns.

Sherri went to the ER for constipation and still has no relief.  Thanks to Karen for taking her to her dentist appointment and then to the ER and to Joe for picking her up at the ER and taking her home.

It seemed really cold when I went to Common Meeting in the evening.

Sunday December 12, 2010

David, Janna, and the girls left for home shortly after noon.  It was a very nice weekend.  Jared reminded me that the ages of the kids are 0, 1, 2, and 3.  Having ages of four consecutive years will always be the case between Hannah’s birthday and Brody’s.

Saturday December 11, 2010

It was a full day and evening of all four grandchildren.  It was a blast to see them all play together.  They were having so much fun that their parents had to battle them to get them down for their afternoon naps.  They got outside for sled riding around the yard and they built a snowman.  I cooked omelets for breakfast then David and Jared picked up dinner from the RRR Roadhouse.  Lot’s of people dropped in.  Drew and Rick drove up, Lue stopped on her way to Pittsburgh, Dude and Linda were over, and Dan stopped by in the evening.

Friday December 10, 2010

Lue emailed me in the morning saying that Short dropped in to check on Shawna and found her dead.  I still don’t know what happened or if anyone else does.  Her funeral is Tuesday according to the Derrick.

David, Janna, Brianna, and Megan got here around 7:30, in time for Brianna and Hannah to play for a while.

Thursday December 9, 2010

Sherri had a busy day.  Her physical therapist came, her visiting nurse came, and then when I got home, we went shopping and to Eat-n-Park for a very late supper.

Wednesday December 8, 2010

David called and confirmed they are coming home this weekend.  

Sherri and I did a little online Christmas shopping.

Tuesday December 7, 2010

Both the morning and evening walks with Gizmo were rather cold.  However, we both still like it better than the heat.  Missy had a two hour delay today.
Monday December 6, 2010

David called today saying that they are planning on coming home this weekend.

I had lots of students out today because they attended Logan Dougherty’s funeral.

Sunday December 5, 2010

I got the snow blower ready as it looks like we could get some snow Monday and Tuesday.

Cindy and family were in to visit Lue this weekend.  They all went to Kraynak’s on Sunday.

Saturday December 4, 2010

Janie (Bevevino) Campbell and Nancy (Russell) Alexander came over to visit Sherri in the afternoon.  Sherri was glad to see them.  Nancy, who lives near Cincinnati, was in town for her father-in-law’s funeral (Judge Alexander).

I ordered a new Dyson vacuum cleaner and it came yesterday.  Today, I set it up and swept.  I guess you get what you pay for because it was way better than those cheap-o’s  I kept buying.

Sherri and I went to the 5:30 Mass.  Danny was the lector, meaning he introduced all participants of the service and had two scripture readings.  He did extremely well.  Afterwards, we went over to Dude and Linda’s for pizza and salad.
Amazingly, Twila’s blood clot is gone and she was discharged and home by early evening.  She will have to get shots in her stomach for a couple of days by the visiting nurses until her Coumadin is built up.  They know the clot is gone but they have no idea what caused it.  So, it is likely that she will have further testing in the near future.

Friday December 3, 2010

Becky Brooks came over and helped Sherri decorate for Christmas.  They finished the tree and put up some other stuff.  

They continue to run tests on Twila.  Rick was up with her for most of the day and Missy and Jared went up in the evening.  

Thursday December 2, 2010

Sherri had a good appointment with Dr. Sokos.  He said she is doing well.  He thought she had a little bit of fluid so he will put her on a fluid pill for three days. 

Twila got admitted.  We came home from Pittsburgh yesterday via Seneca and saw her around 5 pm.  She seemed to be doing fine.  However, by the time we got home, they came in and told her they didn’t like the look of her blood work and they were going to call in a eye specialist.  They feared she had a tumor or something behind her eye.  After this doctor was in, he reported nothing wrong near her eye.  Dude and Linda went up later in the evening and said everything was ok for now.  I think Rick will be up on Friday. 

I talked to Chris the evening before.  He is playing basketball for Guilford College. I will have more on this later.

On the way back, I got a call from Bill Powell (our director).  He said that one of our students (from the Knox area) had died.

Wednesday December 1, 2010

Twila went back to Seneca for more tests today.  They found she has a large blood clot in her Jugular vein.  They wanted to admit her right away and start her on blood thinners.  Twila decided to wait until Thursday morning.  Of course her condition is very dangerous.  If the clot were to break away, it could go the heart and cause a heart attack or go to the lungs and damage them.  Dr. McLaughlin said the way it has grown in the last week and how it is originating in the brain makes this a very rare case.  Anyway, she will be admitted to the Seneca hospital today and will be put on blood thinners.  I would expect her to be there for at least a few days.  If this doesn’t work, then surgery may be necessary.  

Tuesday November 30, 2010

Today was an Act 80 day at school.  These are days that the teachers and staff are given training and it counts as one of the students 180 days even though they stay home.  We explored a web-based grading system that seems worth investigating.

Sherri got a good report from Dr. Cunningham.  We ran into Gary and Karen after the Dr. appointment.  Gary said he will have shoulder surgery this coming Monday.  

We stopped to see Jared and Missy’s Christmas lights.  Hannah and Sherri watched some of Hannah’s movie, Cinderella.

Monday November 29, 2010

Are there many things more frustrating than Christmas lights?  I dread when it is time to get the tree put up because I know some of the lights won’t work and it may take hours to find out why.  Well, we put up the tree this evening and several lights are out.  Maybe if I stare at them for a couple of days they will fix themselves.
Sunday November 28, 2010

I taught a Sunday School lesson on Psalm 139.

Sherri was having trouble breathing with the bad cold she has.  She called the doctor who told her to get on her nebulizer every 4 hours.  She also gave her a couple of prescriptions and sent the visiting nurse over to check her out.

Saturday November 27, 2010

Sherri’s cough (cold) is worse today.  Steve and Gayle visited for about an hour in the late morning.  Jared and Missy came over for lunch.  I did very little else today except started to catch up on some recorded CSI episodes. 

Friday November 26, 2010

I went to Brookville to get the van serviced in the morning.  Sherri is getting a bad cold. Twila, Tari, and Lue came up for leftovers in the evening.

Thursday November 25, 2010

I got up at 3:30 and had both turkeys stuffed and cooking by 4:20.  Lue came in around 9:00 and paired 13 pounds of potatoes.  Ron stopped in at 11 and carved the ham and both turkeys.  It was a great day.  Sherri never rested once, visiting and having a nice time from noon until 9 pm.  For me, it was busy day but Thanksgiving is my favorite holiday.  The following came for dinner:  Twila, Dude, Linda, Dan, Mallory, Fran, Ron, Frank, Lue, Danny, Jared, Missy, Hannah, Brody, Tari, Mike, Sherri, and me.  Later in evening, Alisha and Craig came as did Babe and Tracy.  BeeDee and Scott were sick – we felt real bad that they had to spend Thanksgiving alone.  
Wednesday November 24, 2010

Becky came over and helped Sherri get the house ready for Thursday.  I made the stuffing in the evening, baked a couple of pies, and tried to get to bed early with the alarm set for 3:30 am.

Tuesday November 23, 2010

Frank, Lue, and Danny spent the evening and night at the Clarion Holiday Inn for Danny’s birthday.  No doubt Danny will spent a large amount of that time in the pool.  He also plans on walking next door to the Pizza Hut for garlic bread with cheese.

We have been concerned about Bridgett Beinhauer who went to the hospital.  She is about 7 month pregnant and was having trouble.  The last we heard, she is on bed rest for the remainder of her pregnancy.  

Monday November 22, 2010

Danny’s 5th birthday party was at the Strattanville Legion.  Sherri and I stopped and picked up Hannah because Missy and Jared couldn’t make it.  
When we took Hannah home, we heard a recording on the answering machine of Brianna singing happy birthday to Hannah.  Today was Hannah’s 2nd birthday.

Sunday November 21, 2010

Sherri made it to church today.  She wore a black dress and looked really nice.  Everyone was so glad to see her.  

I watched more of the final NASCAR race than the Steelers’ game.  I cannot believe Jimmy Johnson won for the fifth straight year.  Others have won more championships, but five straight is phenomenal.  In my mind, considering all the competition he has compared to the past, he is the best ever.

The turkeys came out of the freezer.

A agree with Barbara Bush.  She told Larry King that she thinks Sarah Palin ought to go back to Alaska and stay there.  Oh, I forgot to mention that I am not a Palin fan.

Saturday November 20, 2010

In the morning I made ice cream for Hannah’s 2nd birthday party.  The party was in the evening. Barb made a princess cake that turned out amazing.  Missy and Jared had all kinds of snacks.  It was a good party and Hannah had a blast.  Her parents got her a dollhouse and other people got her the furniture for various rooms.  Hannah just loved it when everyone sang Happy Birthday to her. 

Friday November 19, 2010

Sherri’s weight went down a half-pound without any medicine so her heart looks good for now.  She seems happy and feels pretty well.

I stopped on the way home to buy my bread for stuffing and to get ingredients for ice cream that I am making for Hannah’s party.

Thursday November 18, 2010

Brody and Hannah came over for a while in the evening.  We hadn’t seen them in a couple of weeks.  Brody, in such a short period of time, has changed significantly.  He was playing and jumping to the music and just having a good ole time.

Wednesday November 17, 2010

Sherri had a doctor appointment with Dr. Cunningham.  She wants Sherri to stay under 1500 mL of liquid each day and under 3000 mg of salt.

Tuesday November 16, 2010

After Sherri had the visiting nurses here in the morning, Becky, Nicole, and Carol came to have lunch with her.  Becky and Carol cleaned out her hall closet for her. 

Monday November 15, 2010

I worked a half day and then went to Pittsburgh and brought Sherri home.  She will not be on any ultrafiltration or medicine to draw off fluid unless she gains 4 or 5 pounds.  If she does gain that much weight, she is to start herself on two pills.

Sunday November 14, 2010

I am tired after going to Pittsburgh for the 5th straight day.  I was hoping Sherri would be coming home today, but it will be most likely Monday.  If her INR level is not high enough Monday, it will be Tuesday.  Missy made stuff pepper soup so her mom will eat that Monday if she is home.  

I saw one play of the Steelers’ game before I fell asleep.  I am glad I didn’t force myself to stay up.

I am really happy that Clint Hurdle will be the new Pirates’ manager.  I wanted someone with lots of experience.

Saturday November 13, 2010

Frank went with me today to see Sherri.  As soon as her INR level is back to normal, she can come home.  That is, her Coumadin level needs built up.  There is an outside chance for Sunday but most likely it will Monday or Tuesday at the latest.  Dr. Benza said the best thing he saw all day was how little Sherri’s legs are.  He hadn’t seen her since September.

Friday November 12, 2010

Sherri got moved to a regular room and may come home on Monday.  She had her port for ultrafiltration taken out and a pick line put in.  After I left, Dood stopped in and then as she was leaving, Rick and Drew were going in.

Hannah came home sick from daycare.  She has a temperature and a bad looking throat.

Thursday, Brianna and Megan had their Thankgiving Dinner at Daycare.  David and Janna were both able to make it.  David said that before they ate, and while saying the prayer, they prayed for Brianna’s grandmother.  Brianna must have told them about Sherri.

Thursday November 11, 2010

Sherri had a good night.  Other than a low-grade temperature, all her reading are really good.  She should get her breathing tube out this morning and that will make her happy.
I left Sherri’s room at 11am because they were going to take the tube out.  She wanted me to run to the car to get her glasses.  She was surprised this morning when I told her what had happened. She remembered nothing of yesterday afternoon.  She said she was telling Maryann about our Thanksgiving plans and that is the last she remembers.

By the time I left, there was talk that she might be in a regular room by Friday afternoon.
Wednesday November 10, 2010

Sherri was in so much discomfort that she had her mother take her to the ER around 9 am.  She hadn’t had a bowl movement in several days.   At first, they thought she was so impacted that they might have to do surgery.  However, they were able to get her cleared out.  They decided to admit her because they saw that her potassium was very low.  She had thrown up for a few days and wasn’t keeping the potassium down.  An hour or so later, and while still in the ER, she went into cardiac arrest. They had to shock her.  Maryann was with her when this happened.  Maryann called me at school.  When I got to the ER, she was unstable and they were working on her.  I was fearful that she would not survive the hour.  In about 20 minutes they came out and said they had her stable and that they were prepping her for a life-flight to AGH.  

I got to AGH around 6 pm.  Sherri was doing well except she was uncomfortable because they had the breathing tube in.  They said they could probably take it out but they wanted to err on the side of caution, so they would take it out in the morning.  Her cardiac arrest was most likely cause by her very low potassium.  There is no doubt that if she were not at the ER when her heart began to flutter into arrest, she would have died.

Brody is much better.  He has no fever and he is playing and having fun.

Tuesday November 9, 2010

Brody is still sick and Sherri is real sick.  I think she is almost ready to check herself into the Clarion Hospital.  She is suppose to have a dentist appointment Wednesday and an eye exam Thursday but she may need to cancel both.

Monday November 8, 2010

The Auto Tech students fixed my mower so I can get back to my yard on Tuesday.  However, there won’t be much time.  There is not much daylight left now when I get home from school.

Brody had a temperature of 102° this evening.

Sunday November 7, 2010

Missy and Jared picked up Sherri on their way to church.  After church, Sherri and I went to Deb’s for lunch, picked up some groceries on the way home, and  then took it easy for the rest of the day.  Sherri is down another 10 pounds in the past week.

Saturday November 6, 2010

Jared, Missy, and the kids came over in the morning after stopping at Dough & Joe on the way.  This was the grand opening of the new doughnut shop in the 800 Center above the State Store.  It seems they open 6 am to 1 pm daily.  They were good.

I got most of the leaves off of the yard.  With the forecast calling for clear skies for the next several days, I ought to get done this coming week.  However, my mower went on the brink.  I will have to try to get it fixed Monday.  If the students in the auto shop at school can’t fix it, I will drop it off at Tom’s Sales on the way home.
Sherri and I went to bed an extra hour early; so combined with turning the clocks, we should be well rested on Sunday.
Friday November 5, 2010

I am glad it’s the weekend.  Though it was a busy week at work, as I left the school I thought how fortunate I am to have a job that I really like and people that are very enjoyable to work with and for.   

Thursday November 4, 2010

While at the dialysis center, Sherri got an allergic reaction and was taken by ambulance to the ER.  She went home after several hours.

I was at school all day and evening because of open house.  When Sherri got home, supper was waiting.  The last time we ate at Deb’s, Sherri told Kris that she loved their Ham & Bean soup.  Kris must have told Deb this because the day before, Charlotte brought a big container of the soup up to Lue for her to take in for Sherri.  So that is what she ate.  She loved it.  So did I; because that is what I ate when I got home from open house.  Sherri plans on eating it again for lunch on Friday.
Wednesday November 3, 2010

After school we went to see Dr. Cunningham.  She was surprised how well Sherri looked.  She said the dialysis was really helping.  Actually, she said we were wrong to call it dialysis.  Rather, Sherri has been having ultrafiltraton.  It may soon be cut down to once per week.  We stopped at Eat-n-Park for supper. Sherri really loves their hot apple cider. 

Sandy Sowl visited Sherri and brought her lunch.

Tuesday November 2, 2010

Sherri had a long visit from the nutritionist.  We voted, ate dinner at 4:30 at Applebee’s, and were in bed by 7 pm.

Monday November 1, 2010

At 3 am I awoke feeling sick.  By 3:30 I was throwing up and feeling worse.  I got Sherri to dialysis and then came home and was really sick.  I called off work.  By 9 am I was feeling better and by the end of the day I was almost back to normal.  I don’t know if it was a bug or something I ate. 

Sunday October 31, 2010

I had the sermon today at church.  I was very surprised, when 5 minutes before church began, Sherri came walking in.  Missy, Jared, Hannah, and Brody came as did Dude, Linda, Alisha, Craig, Dan, and Mallory.  After church, Twila bought lunch for everyone at Perkins.

Hannah and Brody came over in the evening trick-or-treating.

Saturday October 30, 2010

Fran and Ron came for a nice visit in the late morning.  Danny came trick-or-treating in the evening.  Hannah and Brody came over to see him.  Hannah will trick or treat tomorrow evening.  

Friday October 29, 2010

As soon as school was out, I hurried to Hannah and Brody’s daycare.  It was a Halloween party and parade.  Sherri, Twila, and Jared were already there.  Afterwards, Jared, Missy, the kids, and Sherri and I went to Eat-n-Park.  As we walked in, we saw Scott & BeeDee sitting there.  We got to talk with them for quite a bit.  When we left, we stopped and picked up Gizmo.  Sherri listened to Christian praise songs in the van while I walked Gizmo and then we ran a card out to Lue’s for Tari.  We missed seeing Tari because she was up at Austin’s.
Thursday October 28, 2010

Well, is the World Series over?  Is there no hope for Texas who lost the first two games, tonight’s by a score of 9-0?  No!  Though it looks bleak for Texas, it wouldn’t be impossible at all for them to win all three of their home games and return to SF with a 3-2 lead.  However, they must win Saturday or I will concede it is finished.

Wednesday October 27, 2010

Sherri went shopping with Maryann and her mother.  They went up to the Cranberry Mall.  They were gone from about noon until 8 pm.  Sherri was in the wheel chair for most of the day, nonetheless, it is really good to know that she could do that.

The first game of the World Series was projected to be a very low scoring game.  It wasn’t as the Giants took the first game 11-7.  Ex-Pirate Freddy Sanchez was the star of the game having 4 hits; the first three of them were doubles.  He is the first player in World Series history to double in his first three World Series at bats.  
Tonight I will be rooting for Texas because I want either team to win this in 7 games.

Tuesday October 26, 2010

We had a big storm in the evening but I don’t know of any damage yet.  The barometric reading from this low pressure system was the 2nd lowest ever recorded in the United States.

I went to bed early trying to build up on some sleep in preparation for the World Series that begins Wednesday night.

Monday October 25, 2010

Missy had 7 students out sick today and one got sick during school.

Sherri continues to do better.  She cleaned the kitchen and did other things around the house.

Megan went to the doctor and has two ear infections.

Sherri has started Christmas shopping (online and QVC) and birthday shopping.

Sunday October 24, 2010

Sherri wanted to get out because it was so nice.  So, when I got home from church, we went to Deb’s for lunch (I had the turkey of course) and then we went for a drive down to the mouth of Millcreek and then out to Fisher.  We stopped by Jared and Missy’s to look at their newly paved lane.  It is very nice.  The kids will have a great place to ride bikes and play. We got home in time to see the second half of the Steelers game.

Saturday October 23, 2010

Hannah came over for about an hour while Jared went to the store.

I couldn’t stay awake to see the Giants eliminate the Phillies and earn a World Series berth.  I did get awake for the celebration.  This will be a fun World Series. 

I got Sherri diamond earings for her birthday (and 25th anniversary).  I gave them to her last Monday and she hasn’t taken them off yet.  She says she never will.

Friday October 22, 2010

I am excited because the Rangers eliminated the mighty New York Yankees.  Texas will play in their first World Series ever.  The franchise began in 1961 as the second Washington Senators team.  In 1972 they moved to Arlington, Texas.  Their only playoff appearances were 1996, 1998, and 1999 but they had never advanced past the first round until this year.  No matter who wins the National League, though I am hoping it is the Giants, I will be rooting for the Texas Rangers.

Terri Smith and Gail Klepfer visited Sherri for about an hour in the early evening.
I feel so bad for my friend Don Dininny.  He has recently started to go every day, five days a week, for 8 weeks to get radiation to treat an early discovery of prostate cancer.  To top it off, today he had to put down his dog Cody.  Cody was getting old – I think somewhere around 13 year. Don and Cody spent hours each day alone walking in the woods.  And, from December to April they would walk at the beach near their winter home in Myrtle Beach. I know from past experience that Don will have a hard time for at least a few days.  No one understands how much a dog can mean to someone unless they get as close to them as some of us do.  

Thursday October 21, 2010

Sherri was at the 800 Center by 6 am and stayed for three hours for dialysis.  It went well.  I came home a lunch and helped her upstairs.  However, for the first time since April, she went up the steps with no assistance.  That is a good sign.

On her way home from work, Missy picked up the kids at daycare as she normally does.  However, when she got home, she could get in her lane because they paved it.  She had to call Jared’s dad to come and help her get the kids through the neighbors’ yards and up to the house.

Wednesday October 20, 2010

Jared, Missy, Hannah, and Brody came over for supper.  

Sherri seems rather anxious today.  Ever since her surgery last April, anything new appears to frighten her.  Thursday she had to go for dialysis at 6 am and going for the first time has her worked up a little.  She is steadily losing weight – down 18 pounds in the last 18 days.

One more win for the Giants and the Rangers and they will both be in the World Series.  No one would have predicted that if in fact it does happen.

Tuesday October 19, 2010

I watched almost all of both baseball games.  They both turned out how I hoped.  The Giants beat the Phillies to take a 2 games to 1 lead.  I am most excited that the Rangers are one win away from their first World Series and from eliminating the Yankees.

Sherri seemed to have a good day and evening.

Monday October 18, 2010

I picked Sherri up on the way home from work.  Her discharge papers were ready by the time I got there.  They are going to try dialysis for her twice a week (Monday & Thursday) at the 800 Center.  She will need to be there by 6 am.  I will be able to drop her off but I will have to get people to pick her up and take her home at 9 am.  At least this is what we were told but plans haven’t been finalized yet.
Becky Brooks and Jody Kiehl were waiting at the house when Sherri got home.  They wanted to see her on her birthday.  Later, Dude and Linda stopped in and then Lue and Danny came by.  Jared, Missy, and the kids came over and Twila came up and Sherri got lots of calls.  She got her fillet mignon from the Roadhouse.  As it turned out, she had a real nice 55th birthday.

Sunday October 17, 2010

We had a missionary speak at church – Glenn Osborne of China Outreach Mission.

Sherri still seemed good.  She still believes she is coming home on Monday.

Saturday October 16, 2010

I got awake early in the morning to find that the dreaded Yankees had a big 8th inning and beat the Rangers.

Rick and Drew spent all day doing leaves for Twila.  I spent several hours myself on my own yard until it was time to get a shower and go search for a birthday gift for Sherri.  

It dawned on me that I never got her gift for our 25th wedding anniversary.  I will combine the two.  Sherri said that on Sunday, she wanted me to go the Roadhouse and get her a filet mignon dinner and take it to the hospital; that would be her birthday dinner.  In the middle of the afternoon she called and said to cancel those plans.  She said she wanted the same dinner but on Monday.  It seems the doctor may send her home on Monday.  Once they get this fluid off, they are going to consider having her go for dialysis once a week for a while to see if that can keep her out of the hospital.  They took off 6 pounds of fluid each day for the past three days.  That is making her feel much better.
A good night for baseball as the Rangers evened their series with the Yanks and the Giants surprised the Phillies.

Friday October 15, 2010

Gizmo and I headed out for our walk at 5:30, as we do each morning.  However, this morning the van wouldn’t start.  That’s kind of frustrating because I will have to bother someone to come and give me a jump so I can get to work.  Once there, the auto mechanic students may be able to look at it.  If not, I will take it to Brookville after work.  Hopefully between Twila or Gary I can get going this morning.  In the meantime I figured I might as well update my webpage but it was down and not accessible.  Hmm! – makes me wonder what else won’t work today <grin>.  

I got hold of Twila and she brought her car up.  However, for the life of me, I could not find her battery.  I never saw a vehicle that the battery wasn’t right there on top.  It was dark and I was using a flashlight, but I couldn’t find it.  So, I next called Gary and he came right up and I got over to work.  The students will put the van on the computer and find the problem which I will bet is the battery.

I called Sherri around 8 am and she sounded a little better today.

One of my students came down to the room and said my battery was in fact junk.  They replaced it.

I fell asleep with the Rangers beating the Yankees by 3 or 4 runs.  That made me happy.
Thursday October 14, 2010

Since they are not having much luck getting the fluid off of Sherri, they will next try some dialysis filtration.  It is not really dialysis but they had to install a port and then she will go the dialysis room once each day until a considerable amount of fluid is gone.  It is starting to look more and more like she will be in the hospital on her birthday.

Wednesday October 13, 2010

No change with Sherri.

Hannah can say every letter of the alphabet.

Tuesday October 12, 2010

Sherri remains in the hospital.  I am not sure if she is making much progress or not.  She is over-medicated on pain medicine and very groggy and incoherent.  They backed off the medicine. She was able to do PT in the afternoon. 

I tried to fight to stay awake during the Texas-Tampa baseball game but couldn’t make it.  I did wake up enough to hear Texas get the last out.  I will root for them above all the other teams, hoping they can knock off the Yankees.

Monday October 11, 2010

Sherri got moved to a regular room. She seemed pretty groggy most of the day and evening.  
I went to the church for common meeting.  I began a term serving as church moderator.  Each month I will open the meeting and then, ten minutes later, I can leave.  This is unlike the Elder meetings over the past four years.  I didn’t get home from some of those until 10 or 10:30.  

I have been asked to preach the sermon on Oct 31.  I started working on it today.  I am going to entitle it ‘Captivated by God.’  My hope is to share how God and His Greatness has awestruck me in a more intense way during the past year.  It will be quite a challenge for me and I am not sure how well I will do with it.  
Sunday October 10, 2010

I popped into the ICU once after church and then again in the early evening.  Sherri seems to be content and not in a hurry to get home.  I watched a lot of baseball.  I saw most of the Texas/Tampa game, half of the Giants & Braves, and some of the Phillies/Reds before I dozed off for the night.  If I were retired, I wouldn’t miss one minute of all the games.  This is my most fun time of the year.

Saturday October 9, 2010

I took Gizmo for a walk way before sun up.  The stars in the sky were phenomenal.  Next, I worked on my Sunday School lessons that centered on God’s revealed Law.  I took Sherri down some coffee and the Derrick.  While I was there, Dr. Luder came in.  He said that her nutrition was not good.  He told her to eat lots of fish, chicken, and especially red meat.  That’s the thing that Sherri enjoys eating the least.  She likes cereals and fresh fruits and vegetables.  After I came home, I finished mowing the lawn and then went back to see Sherri before watching baseball. 

Hannah spent about four hours with Danny and Lue.

Friday October 8, 2010

Sherri was better today and much more fluid came off of her.  There is no projected date for her to get out of ICU.

Thursday October 7, 2010

I finally got back to mowing grass as it was a really nice day.

Sherri remains in ICU and is starting to put out more urine.  When I got there after school, she was sitting in a recliner reading a magazine and watching tv.

Wednesday October 6, 2010

The visiting nurse came at 8 am and Sherri’s lungs and other symptoms seemed no better.  So she called Dr. Cunningham who in turn said that after Sherri got her shower and dressed, she should come down to the hospital and be admitted.  I told Sherri this would be an exciting night since the baseball playoffs begin today and that we could watch baseball all evening.  It seems she found a way out of that.

Since they need to monitor her pressures, Dr. Cunningham put Sherri in ICU in the early afternoon.

Tuesday October 5, 2010

Sherri’s is retaining fluid and her lungs are filling up.  If no improvement is made by Wednesday, Dr. Cunningham said they may hospitalize her Wednesday.

Monday October 4, 2010

The doctor called and wanted to see Sherri today.  She called the church and Mike Fraunfelter and Tony Terrana came and took her and brought her back.  It took about three hours.  

David passed a test today and now has his certification as a Master Plumber. 

Sunday October 3, 2010

All the kids came over after church.  They went up town and brought back cinnamon rolls and Bob Subs.  David, Janna, and the girls headed back to York around 1 pm.
Saturday October 2, 2010

ALF Parade Day:  It was a very good day.  David, Janna, Brianna, Megan, Jared, Missy, Hannah, and Brody came over for breakfast.  Frank set up chairs and they all went to the parade.  Sherri wanted to go but she had chills and figured she would be way too cold uptown.  Afterwards, a bunch of people stopped in (throughout the day and evening) and we had visitors until about 8 in the evening.  Danny had quite a collection of candy from the parade.  It was really fun seeing the girls all playing together.  Brianna and Megan have really changed since we last saw them.  Megan has been walking for about a month so that was fun to see her walking around the house.  It’s hard to believe in another six months; Brody will be where Megan is now in terms of walking and playing.

Friday October 1, 2010

Sherri got up town for about three hours in the afternoon and had a good time.  Klingensmith’s delivered a light-weight wheel chair in the morning, so I was able to push her around.  She enjoyed seeing all the people.

David and Janna got into Jared and Missy’s in the late evening.

Today would have been Mom’s 75th birthday.

Thursday September 30, 2010

Hannah and Brody came over for the first time since Sherri latest discharge.  
Frank, Lue, and Danny went to Niagara Falls.

Wednesday September 29, 2010

Missy was called by the doctor and they want her blood retested Saturday.  They said her blood was lipemic.

Sherri and I parked up town near the ALF stands and watched people and ate fried vegetables.  If it’s vegetables, it’s got to be healthy, right?

Tuesday September 28, 2010

Missy went to the doctor and she has a sinus infection.

Monday September 27, 2010

Sherri got home around 3:30 pm.  A courier brought an antibiotic and the visiting nurses were here from about 7 – 9:30 pm.   

Missy has the flu.

I told Lue to thank Deb for me.  On Sunday, Lue went to Deb’s and ordered a turkey dinner to bring in for me.  Lue knows how much I love Deb’s turkey and her stuffing and she figured I could eat it when I got back from Pittsburgh. When Lue picked it up and told her it was for me, Deb said there was no charge.  I really appreciated it.  

Sunday September 26, 2010

Dr. Sokos came in today and said that Sherri cannot go to rehab and that she would be discharged in the middle of the day on Monday.  They put a pick line in so she could take her antibiotics.  The visiting nurses will be able to draw blood from the pick line.  Her arms look as bad as ever – they are both covered with big blue bruises from trying to access her veins.

Saturday September 25, 2010

When I got down to AGH today, I was surprised to see that Sherri was as good as she has been in weeks.  Is she getting better or is it just a good day?  Well, that’s the question.  She still had a great appetite.  Dr. Sokos came in and told her she will most likely go home on Sunday.  I asked about rehab.  He said that he would look into it, but that would mean she wouldn’t leave until the first of the week.  Rich and Lois Jaquish visited in the afternoon.  

I stopped on the way home at Giant Eagle and got Missy the olives that she really likes.

Friday September 24, 2010

Sherri has not been nauseous for the past 3 days.  Today, the blood lab results showed that not only is her potassium back to normal, it is now too low.  So, they started her back on potassium pills.  And guess what?  Her nausea is coming back.  

One of Missy’s third graders fell off the sliding board and has a severely broken arm.  He will require surgery on Saturday and pins will have to be put in.  She said it was terrible and when she saw the distorted arm, she almost threw up.  The playground is a good distance from the school.  There was no other class outdoors at the time.  She was in quite a predicament – she had the rest of the kids to deal with and no way to send for help. And to top it off, the mother is the school nurse and the dad is a member of the school board.

Thursday September 23, 2010

Sherri felt really good today.  Dood told Lue it was the best she has seen Sherri for a long, long time.

Brianna is into using scissors to cut, into pasting, taping, etc.  Megan has a biter in her new class at daycare.  She came home the other night with 2 or 3 bites on her back.
Frank and Lue are putting a new roof on their house.  Their shingles started going bad only after 7 years.  
Wednesday September 22, 2010

After I made several calls, I finally succeeded in having a case manager at AGH contact Dr. Murali’s group.  Dr. Benza came in to see her late in the afternoon and apologized, saying they had no idea that Sherri was back.  He immediately moved her from the 8th floor to the 5th.  She is now in a room that she calls the suite.  It is a private room with a good tv, a couch, and a desk – with a view looking out over the city.  Dr. Benza said that since they are just getting her, he would like her to stay for a couple more days so he can run his own tests to make sure she is ok.  Sherri got nothing to eat throughout the day because there was no doctor assigned to her who could remove the orders to withhold food.  Needless to say, she was very anxious and agitated all day, but by evening she was a very happy camper.  Rick was over to see her and then Dood came later in the evening.
Tuesday September 21, 2010

Sherri moved to a regular room late in the afternoon.  All her readings are looking pretty good.  There is lots of confusion as to who her doctor is.  She was just given one on the floor and she believes her CHF doctors have no idea she is back in the hospital.  I will have to make some phone calls on Wednesday.  Pastor Mike was down today and Rick came in the evening.

Monday September 20, 2010

Sherri had a doctor appointment at 4 pm.  They sent blood to the lab.  At 11 pm, we were awakened by Dr. Rhoades, saying that I needed to get her to the ER because her Potassium levels were way too high.  After two hours of trying to get blood drawn from her, they finally got some off to the lab.  She has a urinary infection, dangerously high Potassium levels, a fractured pelvis (from her fall last Monday), and she is beginning to retain more fluid.  At 4 am Tuesday, she was life-flighted to AGH where she will go to intensive care.  I am on my way down.

Sunday September 19, 2010

Sherri had a bad day.  Her pain was bad and she was feeling sick.  She did get to see the second half of the Steelers’ game.  Without Big Ben, the Steelers are 2-0.  Becky Brooks came over in the evening and helped Sherri get a shower.

Saturday September 18, 2010

I spent the morning finishing up my Sunday School lesson on the golden calf.

BeeDee and Scott brought in peaches and shortcake.  

Friday September 17, 2010

Hannah and Brody came over in the evening.  Hannah says lots of words now and she seems much older than just a month ago.  Brody is totally different.  He crawls around some, pays attention to everything being said, and has a good time.  If they are this much different after a couple of weeks, I can’t imagine how much of a change we will see in Brianna and Megan.  They might be home for ALF.

Thursday September 16, 2010

Annie Wiser came to the house today and did Sherri’s hair.  Becky was here again and Carla Callen came to visit.  Twila made chili and cornbread.

Wednesday September 15, 2010

Sherri and I caught up on some recorded TV shows from last May and then we watched the season premiere of Survivor.

Tuesday September 14, 2010

Becky Brooks helped Sherri get a shower and Carol Guthrie went and bought Sherri some things at the store.  Sherri has been throwing up for the past day or so.

Monday September 13, 2010

I left for school knowing Sherri’s mother and Becky Brooks would both be stopping by in a short while.  Also, Kim Smith, the visiting nurse was due in the early morning.  About an hour after I got to work, my cell phone rang.  It was Kim wanting to know why Sherri wasn’t answering the phone.  I said I didn’t know and called Twila.  She ran up to the house and found Sherri flat out on the floor.  She had fallen and couldn’t get up.  She is now very stiff and sore.  She was trying to spray some stain-out on a shirt and lost her balance.  I am now looking into getting her a medical alert necklace.

Sunday September 12, 2010

It was good to get back to church and Sunday School.  I am a little anxious to get back to teaching the Sunday School class beginning next week. Sherri and I went down to the family room where we watched the Steelers win their first game in overtime.  Becky Brooks came over for a couple of hours in the evening.  She is coming back Monday to help Sherri get her shower.

Saturday September 11, 2010

We spent the morning getting re-admitted to the visiting nurses.  At noon, I went to Strattanville Homecoming and brought back three chicken barbecue dinners, one for Twila, Sherri, and me.  They were really good.

Sherri had a very good day.  She felt pretty good and got lots of rest in the afternoon.

David, Janna, and family went to the York County fair. 

Friday September 10, 2010

Sherri got discharged and we made it home by 3 pm.  She got a good night’s sleep and was happy to be home.  The first thing she wanted to eat was an English Muffin with homemade peach jam.  Sherri loves anything peach.  Traci Wildeson, our Allied Health Instructor who teaches right across the hall from me, gave the jam to me the other day to give to Sherri.  Sherri said it was great.

Frank and I went to the Moniteau/Clarion game.  They honored the undefeated 1954 team that Sherri’s dad (Dan) was on.  Rick and Dude went out on the field to represent their dad.
Thursday September 9, 2010

Frank and Danny ate lunch with Gizmo again.  They have come in each day this week.  They bring Gizmo a burger. Yesterday, the three of them had a scavenger hunt in the woods.

Sherri was told she would be discharged on Friday, late in the morning or early afternoon.  She can’t wait to get back home.
Wednesday September 8, 2010

Jared’s grandparents were up from Pittsburgh.  It was the first time that they saw Brody and Jared & Missy’s home.

Sherri’s back x-rays show that she has a lot of disease in the spine.  They were trying out a back brace today.  She is still nauseous but it looks like she might get discharged on Friday.

Tuesday September 7, 2010

They have switched Sherri’s lasix from IV to pill form.  That makes me think they are seeing how she does on that as they prepare for her discharge.  They took an x-ray at the end of the day on her back but no results are back.

Brody crawled a few feet while Rick and Barb were keeping the kids today.  They keep Hannah and Brody every Tuesday.

Frank and Danny came in and had lunch with Gizmo.  They even brought him a burger from Micky D’s.   Scott brought in meatloaf and I ate it for supper.

Marie Beichner died last night.

Monday September 6, 2010

I left to see Sherri at 8:00 am and got back to the house at 3:30 pm.  Dr. Sokos said the lab work is still showing things are improving.  He said the only issue is to get the rest of the fluid off of her.  He said so far using medicine, they have taken 25 pounds of fluid off her.
Sunday September 5, 2010

I went to see Sherri today.  The swelling was down in her hands and arms but not her mid-section.  I had a Pirate shirt on and when Dr. Sokos came in, he asked if I was going to the game and the unveiling of the Mazeroski statue.  I said no, but after he left, Sherri said I should go on over.  So, I walked the few blocks to the park and stood outside the park, against the river, and watched the ceremony.  Was I ever glad I did!  I got to see Bob Friend, Roy Face, Dick Groat, many others, and of course, Bill Mazeroski.  I bought a $9 ticket and then went in and stood behind home plate.  There was more celebration inside as Maz rode in a 1960 convertible around the park.  The game was horrible so I walked back to the hospital in the middle of the fifth inning. 
Pastor Keith called in the evening and we talked for about a half-hour.  He wanted to know about Sherri and said that he and his family will continue to pray for her.  Things are going well for them, though so far it has been a whirlwind.  Beth got moved to Augusta.  

Saturday September 4, 2010

Dr. Sokos said Sherri is making progress but he wants her to limit her fluid and get more nutrition.  He said that her gain of fluid got out of control and once they get it back to normal, they must take all precautions not to let it get that way again.  He thinks that she will most likely have to deal with this for the rest of her life.

I spent the day with Sherri and got back in time to do some mowing.  Rick, Laura, and Drew are up for the weekend.  Drew stayed at Mike and Nancy Bauer’s camp at Cooks Forest so he could go to a dance at the Deer Park Center.

Dude, Linda, and family stopped in to see Sherri on their way to the Pirate game which also featured a Luke Bryan concert and skyblast fireworks.

Friday September 3, 2010

Dan led Clarion to a win over Keystone in the Bobcats first game of the year.

Rick, Laura, and Drew stopped to see Sherri and then went to the Penn State Flag raising party.  This is an annual party that Rick’s friend, Keith, hosts every year before the first Penn State game.

Sherri’s brother, Dude, stopped in to see Sherri about mid-day.

Thursday September 2, 2010

Sherri is still sick and very, very discouraged.  They will do more scans on Friday.  This is getting really tough for all of us.
My left eye was bothering me in the morning, as it had been doing the night before.  I left work for a few minutes and ran over to the doctor.  Dr. Kenneson said I had pink eye and was to stay away from the students for the remainder of the day.  So I worked on lessons and other projects but canceled my classes.

Wednesday September 1, 2010

Today was not a good day for Sherri.  Her back was really hurting and she began the day throwing up and she felt sick all day.  Becky and Jody were down to see her.  

They sent in a Dr. Bhat, an infectious disease doctor.  He identified that Sherri has some bacteria in her urine that is pretty resistant to antibiotics.  They immediately moved her roommate to another room.

Tuesday August 31, 2010

Today was a very good day for Sherri – the best she has felt in a long time.  She had just a little pain in her back but she had no nausea.  She was able to do physical therapy twice today.  In the evening Rick visited her and as he was leaving Dood was on her way in.  Dood called me saying that Sherri really looked good.

Monday August 30, 2010

Today was my 29th first day of school.  Things got off to a very good start at the Career Center.  Missy also had a good first day.  On first impressions, she really likes her students.

Pastor Mike Fraunfelter and Tony Terrrana drove down to see Sherri today.  They were there when the doctor came in.  Sherri had her TEE and everything in her heart looked great – no infection and the valves are working well.  They will put her back on her blood thinner and plan to send her home by the end of the week.  I hope they get rid of the nausea before she leaves there.

Sunday August 29, 2010

After four straight days of driving to Pittsburgh, I am a little tired.  But, I won’t be able to see Sherri again until Saturday morning and that’s a little sad.  At least I can call her unlike last May when she was in ICU.  She was far less nauseous today and was able to eat every meal.  Her back is still in spasms and that is not any better.  

Megan is not feeling well.  After considering the girls not feeling 100% and that Sherri most likely will be in the hospital, David and Janna decided not to come back this coming weekend.  If everything works out, they will shoot for ALF weekend.

Saturday August 28, 2010

It was a nice, quiet drive to Pittsburgh today – unlike yesterday when I sat in congestion for 40 minutes on the other side of Emlenton.

Sherri’s swelling seemed to be down a little.  She is still slightly nauseous but she looks worn out this morning.  She has lots of fluid on/near the abdomen and that very well could be what is causing her to be sick.
Missy and Jared were in to see Sherri in the afternoon on their way to see the Phantom of the Opera in downtown Pittsburgh.  They ate dinner at the Grille on 7th. 

Rick, Laura, and Drew spent the day at Kennywood and then stopped to see Sherri on the way back home. 

Friday August 27, 2010

Sherri went for her TEE at 9:30,  just 3 minutes before I got to her room.  She came back at 10:50 without having had the test.  They tried twice but both times her blood pressure was too low to do it safely.  So they will do it in the Operating Room on Monday where they can maintain that pressure.  
Dr. Yvonne Maher did her heart categorization in the early afternoon.  One of Dr. Murali’s associates came in and said that Dr. Murali would analyze the results and decide how to proceed with the removal of her fluid. However, at first glance, the right side of the heart was better than she would have thought.  She said Sherri’s retaining of fluid may be nutrition related.  Sherri is still getting nauseas and her back is bothering her.
Thursday August 26, 2010

The test (TEE) is postponed until tomorrow.  There is no problem,; they just couldn't get it scheduled today.  This test will tell if all her heart valves are still working properly.  This is always a concern when infection gets into the blood.  Also tomorrow, they will do a cath. of the right side of the heart to see how things look from the inside.  Today,  they will take out the central line that was put in at Clarion and put a pick line in.  Dr. Murali doesn't like the central line because it is too near the heart valve and they could become infected.   She is doing good today but because they originally thought she would have the TEE today, they withheld food and water until noon. So all her morning pills were taken on an empty stomach and since she has been nauseous.  Since nothing is really happening today and she is in a regular room, I am concluding that Sherri is not in any immediate danger.
Wednesday August 25, 2010

Sherri left for AGH around 10:30 am via ambulance.  She is headed to room 511.  Dr. Cunningham told me this morning that she is concerned about her heart pressure, her blood pressure, and that there is some evidence her latest infection might have ended up on her new heart valve.  I really hope the latter is not so.  Fortunately, I can be with her the next four days.  

Just like déjà vu all over again (as Yogi Berra would say),   Dood, Rick, and Laura visit Sherri at AGH in the evening.

Janna is home with Megan and Brianna because of Whooping Cough.  Janna’s parents will be there the rest of the week because they cannot go back to daycare until Monday.
Tuesday August 24, 2010

Today was the first in-service day so it was back to work.

Sherri was put in the ICU today.  They put a central line in and also wanted to monitor her heart pressure.  The way her fluid is building up again, she will need support to get rid of the fluid.  They are using medicine right now but dialysis is a possibility.  It seems most likely they will send her to Allegheny General on Wednesday.

Monday August 23, 2010

Sherri was re-admitted to the Clarion Hospital.  I am not sure yet how the infection is but she is suffering from severe pulmonary hypertension.   Dr. Cunningham is in contact with Dr. Murali at AGH. She said they may want her to go back down there.  We will see how the x-rays and blood work come out over the next couple of days.
Sunday August 22, 2010

I stayed home from church because Sherri was still so sick.  

Hannah loved the wiggles concert she went to at the Peterson Center at Pitt.

Saturday August 21, 2010

Sherri didn’t eat one thing all day.  She remained nauseas and threw up most of the day.  Dr. Rhoades prescribed her another antibiotic and a suppository to help the nausea.  If she is not better by Sunday morning, I plan on calling the doctor to see if they will re-admit her.  

I got most of the kitchen cupboards cleaned and reorganized.

Friday August 20, 2010

Sherri got home just after noon.  She was fine until evening and then she got really sick.  She threw up every hour or two through the entire night.  I am not sure what we will do Saturday.

Brianna is into Woody and Buzz from Toy Story.  She got the set containing these two toys.  Now, when David calls her Bri, she corrects him and says that her name is Woody and instead of calling him dad, she now calls him Buzz.

Janna, Brianna, and Megan will travel Saturday to Waynesburg (where Janna’s parents live) and then she has a second interview on Monday in Canonsburg. 
Thursday August 19, 2010

Sherri is expected to get home on Friday.

After visiting Sherri in the morning, I picked up Hannah and took her to Frank & Lue’s.  She swung, went down the sliding board, drove Danny’s tractor, and played in the sandbox.  We left sooner than we would have because her eye started getting red and watering like crazy.  I think she rubbed suntan lotion in it.  Later in the day, she was fine.

Jared & Missy went to Luke & Susan LeVan’ for dinner and the evening.  They said Hannah had a great time.

Wednesday August 18, 2010

Sherri’s results came back and she does have an infection in the urine and blood but it is not real bad.  The infection affected her liver and that is most likely why she was so sick.  She is to continue her antibiotic by IV until Thursday or Friday and then she should be able to come home and take the antibiotic orally.  I am concerned about her breathing (oxygen levels) but maybe they will straighten out after the infection is reduced.

I went out to watch Danny Wilson swim.  He is phenomenal for a 4 year old kid who just learned to swim less than one month ago.  I was throwing in quarters and he would dive to the bottom and retrieve them.  I plan to go back with my camera the next time and get some pictures.

Tuesday August 17, 2010

Sherri remains in the hospital.  They are running more tests and she is still on liquid foods only.  She is better and she is not having dry heaves like she was.  Her infections seems to be much less than first thought.

Monday August 16, 2010

Sherri had a doctor appointment with Dr. Cunningham.  Sherri told her how sick she has been.  Dr. Cunningham wondered if she might be having trouble due to just coming off the steroid so she sent us to the hospital so Sherri could have a test.  This test required blood to be drawn for a baseline, then medicine injected, and then exactly 60 minutes later blood would need to be redrawn.  While she was waiting on the hour to be up, I went and got a sandwich.  When I came back, she was gone.  Here her pain got worse and she was sicker than ever, so they called Dr. Cunningham and they took her over to the ER.  Later on, they admitted her when they discovered she had another bad UTI.  They are checking her for other problems.  

Sunday August 15, 2010

Sherri didn’t have a very good day and we were not able to go to the Church Picnic. 

Saturday August 14, 2010

Frank, Lue, Danny, Fran, and Ron traveled to Wakeman, Ohio for a party Cindy was having for Greg to celebrate his 21st birthday and his coming home from the service.  Sherri had wanted to go too, but it was just not possible.

Friday August 13, 2010

This was not an unlucky day.  Out of nowhere came a cool breeze and lower temperatures.  This was unexpected but felt great.    

I picked Hannah up in the morning and she stayed with Sherri and I until the afternoon.  She was perfect, never fussing one time.  She and I also went to the pharmacy, to Wal-Mart for groceries and then through McDonald’s on the way back home.  She had a lot of fun and she loves Gizmo.

Thursday August 12, 2010

I finished the deck today and got it back together.  I had to have Gary come up and help me lift a couple of pieces of furniture. 

Danny has been in Vacation Bible School this week.

Wednesday August 11, 2010

Pastor Keith and his family pulled out of town today on their way to their new home in South Carolina.  

Missy saw a snake in her backyard today.

Tuesday August 10, 2010

I water-proofed the deck today.  It was really hot and humid.  What I wouldn’t give for a nice walk with Gizmo in a slow falling, light snow.  

Monday August 9, 2010

I cleared the deck and power-washed it, getting ready to put Thompson’s Water Seal down tomorrow.

I did the follow-up appointment with Dr. Armstrong.  I do not have any infection in my knee and I do not need to see him again for 2 ½ years.

Sunday August 8, 2010

Today was Pastor Keith’s last Sunday.  He will be moving this week and then begin his new ministry at First Baptist Church in Barnwell, South Carolina on Monday August 16.  He was the senior pastor here for 10 ½ years.

Nancy (Russell) Alexander visited Sherri for an hour or so today.  Sherri and her were good friends growing up and went to school together.  She lives near Cincinnati.  

We went to Lowes and then Red Lobster in DuBois.  Sherri had a decent day but by night she was really sick – throwing up and all that.

Today was Megan’s first birthday.  Brody was 6 months old today and Gizmo turned 11 today.

Saturday August 7, 2010

Rick and Drew were up.  They were to go canoeing at Cook’s Forest.  Sherri and I were going to sit along the river and watch them but Sherri had a bad day.  She was sick at the stomach.  Lue kept Hannah while a bunch went to Clearfield to Denny’s Beer Barrel Pub.  
Friday August 6, 2010

Today we had relief from the heat and humidity.  Sherri has wanted to sit around a fire and cook a pie iron and a hotdog.  I told her she would have to wait until it was cooler.  So, today I built a fire and she got her wish.  It was a great evening.

Thursday August 5, 2010

We left for Pittsburgh at 7:30 am.  It was a long day.  First we saw the pacemaker doctor.  Everything was fine except that Sherri is using up more battery life than normal.  They want to see us back the first day of buck season.  Next, we went to Dr. Benza, the cardiac failure doctor.  He increased her lasix and wants to see her again on September 9.  Finally, we saw Dr. Maher, the surgeon. He was very pleased and said he will not need to see Sherri again until next summer.
We missed lunch and it was getting near dinner time when we left AGH.  So we stopped at South of the Border, a Mexican restaurant in Cranberry.  We had a really good meal and were very full when we left.  As soon as we got back on the road, Missy called to say that Twila knew that Sherri had really been wanting pork and sauerkraut, so she was surprising her with this for supper.   We felt bad and she was disappointed that she cooked this all day and it didn’t work out.  Sherri will eat some for lunch on Friday.
As we were coming up I-79, we saw hundreds of colorful tents at the Cooper’s Lake Campground - right by exit 99.  Sherri asked me to get on the internet when we got home to find out what that was all about.  I did and the answer is at this link: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pennsic_War
Wednesday August 4, 2010

The best sandwich in the world – no it is not Prirmanti Brothers, nor a Ruben, nor Deb’s hot roast beef.  It is a tomato sandwich made with a tomato from Ron’s garden.  
Tuesday August 3, 2010

Becky Brooks, Nicole Fraunfelter (and kids) came to see Sherri and brought her lunch.

I got the weight room finished and cleaned the rest of the garage.  Luton’s stopped by to look at the boiler.  They will come back again to replace zone valves and clean the boiler and check to make sure it is running correctly.

Good news today.  As Fran and Ron dropped off the best vegetable God ever made (or is it a fruit?), Ron reported that this is a great year for tomatoes.  Sherri could live on corn and tomatoes for as many weeks as they last.

Monday August 2, 2010

Sherri is somewhat better today.

I finally cleaned out the dryer vent.  Mine is different than most.  It runs from the middle of the house to the outside.  Therefore, I make sure I get the shop vac and get it cleaned out real well.  I will do anything to prevent another fire. When I finished this, I started working on cleaning the weight room.  

I went to see Dr. Armstrong for my annual checkup of my knees.  I have had a little discomfort in the knee that was infected 4 years ago.  After x-rays, both knees look good.  To play it safe, Dr. Armstrong stuck a needle into my knee and drew out fluid to send to the lab to make sure it wasn’t infected again.  He said the fluid looked normal but to come back in a week to see what the results are.

Sunday August 1, 2010

Sherri is starting to show some signs of an infection.  We will see how it goes over the next 24 hours.

Saturday July 31, 2010

Jared, Missy, Hannah, and Brody came over for breakfast and then they went to see Grandma Laura.

Friday July 30, 2010

For me, it was a very pleasant day with the low humidity.  Sherri started another antibiotic for her arm and I went to the eye doctor and then watched a lot of baseball.

Thursday July 29, 2010

Megan’s first birthday is one week from Sunday.  David and Janna are planning on coming home Labor Day weekend so we plan on celebrating her birthday that Saturday.

Wednesday July 28, 2010

Sherri had an appointment with the cardiologist, Dr. Yvonne Maher.  She said her husband had told her how remarkable Sherri looked when we went to his office earlier in the month.  She too said she looked amazing, despite having a black eye.  Dr. Maher said she can’t wait to go back to Pittsburgh to tell Dr. Stracci how great Sherri is doing.

After the appointment, we went to Brookville to see Grandma Laura.  We took her a birthday card.  She looked as good as I’ve seen her in the past 5 years.

We concluded a long day that started with lunch at the County Seat by going a little north of Brookville to buy some corn, tomatoes, peaches, jam, and cantaloupe.  

Brianna called.  She sang us a couple songs and told us she could have had a Barbie doll when she and her dad went to the store but she chose a toy lizard instead.  
Hannah used the big pot for the first time.
Tuesday July 27, 2010

Sherri’s blood work came back good.  Dr. Cunningham called Dr. Maher to see if he had any thoughts about her blood clots.  He said he agreed that that she should be fine since she was on Coumadin and that the vessels (or veins or whatever) weren’t completely closed off.   Becky Brooks came down to visit Sherri and made her lunch.  

There is not much better than sitting on the deck in the morning, drinking coffee and looking out at all the trees, ferns, squirrels, and birds; and listening to the neighbor’s rooster crow.

Monday July 26, 2010

Sherri saw the doctor today.  She sent her on to the hospital for an ultrasound.  She has two blood clots in her left arm.  They were most likely caused by her pick line.  The normal treatment is to put a patient on Coumadin, but she is already on it.

Sunday July 25, 2010

Twila, Sherri, and I went out to Jared and Missy’s to celebrate her birthday.  We took a ho-ho cake from Sarah Janes.  Missy and Jared made shish kabobs that had all kinds of vegetables as well as beef, chicken, and shrimp.  They were really good. 

Saturday July 24, 2010

Sherri ended the day the way she began it.  About 6 am I thought I heard thunder., however, it was Sherri falling.  She tripped over some clothes that were on her floor.  She banged up her knees and hit her head pretty hard.  I had a tough time getting her up but somehow we managed.  She seemed to be ok except a little sore and she had a slight headache.  At 9 pm when she was ready to start to bed, she again fell.  This time she fell harder.  Her head hit the carpet and put several slight cuts by her left eye.  She thinks she got tangled up on a blanket.  She seems to be ok but she looks like she went through a war. 
Friday July 23, 2010

Today was Missy’s 32nd birthday. Jared took her to Bella Cucina’s for dinner.  We are going over to their place Sunday evening to celebrate her birthday.  

Today set two records in Pittsburgh: One for the highest average temperature for July 23 and the other for the highest low temperature for this date.  It was 9 degrees warmer in York than it was here.  They reached 99°.

Thursday July 22, 2010

I worked half a day.  While there, I learned that Bill Powell, our director, had a ruptured gall bladder and was in the hospital.  I tried to call him but I could not get a good phone connection to his area.

There is little doubt that this is turning out to be one of the hottest summers in my lifetime.  Unbearable heat and humidity is predicted for Friday and Saturday.
Lue reported that Danny has learned to swim.  He can navigate at least ¾ of the pool on his own.   

Wednesday July 21, 2010

After putting in a new line at the hospital, Sherri was able to get her antibiotic and iron.  However, as soon as we got home, blood started running down her arm out of the access site.  We went back to the hospital and just had it removed.  She wants to skip the last day or so of treatments.  She has been stuck too many times.  We see Dr. Cunningham on Monday.

Tuesday July 20, 2010

I finally got back to mowing lawn today.  It had been about three weeks.  Needless to say, I was extremely hot when by the time I finished.

Sherri had to haveto have the temporary line pulled – it was bleeding and not working.  I am not sure how I will get the last two doses of antibiotics in her.

Monday July 19, 2010

We spent at least three hours at the hospital.  Sherri’s pick line was infected and had to come out.  They put in a temporary access line for me to give her the antibiotics on Tuesday.  

Sunday July 18, 2010

After I got back from church we loaded up our little grill and some food, picked up Gary and Karen, and went to Cook’s Forest.  We got a table right along the river.  We ate and watched all the many, many canoers and rafters go by.  It was nice.  Sherri really enjoyed.

Saturday July 17, 2010

Gary and Karen stopped by in the early evening.  Karen made Sherri a strawberry/cream cheese/graham cracker dessert.  I tested it for Sherri.  I couldn’t really tell after one piece so I had another to make sure it was really good – and it was.

Friday July 16, 2010

We decided today to resume service from Schwans.  It has been years since we got their products.  Sherri remembers their frozen vegetables were the best. 

Thursday July 15, 2010

I had a doctor’s appointment and all my results from my blood tests were fine. 

After her iron treatment at the hospital, I dropped Sherri off at Missy’s where she stayed until after I went back and we ate dinner.  Becky Brooks visited her in the evening. 

Wednesday July 14, 2010

Dan came over and cleaned out my gutters.  Linda and Alisha stopped by in the evening while they were out on a long walk. 
Tuesday July 13, 2010

Sherri went to the Clarion Hospital to begin 2 weeks of iron therapy.  She got quite a workout as she walked from one side of hospital to the other. 

The summer is flying by quickly.  Helping with Sherri and coordinating all the details is about a full time job.  It looks like the painting projects will get put off for another year.

Monday July 12, 2010

Sherri and I went to Allegheny General to see Dr. Maher (follow-up appointment).   He was all smiles when he saw how well Sherri looked.  We will go back to see him and two other doctors on August 5.  Dr. Maher was a little concerned about her recent UTI.  He called up to Clarion to talk to Dr. Cunningham while we were there.  She agreed with him that since Sherri is keeping her pick line in for another two weeks to get iron, she might as well do two more weeks of antibiotics. 

Sunday July 11, 2010

Sherri and I went out for lunch and then we took a drive along the river at Cook’s Forest.

Saturday July 10, 2010

Cindy, Kelly, and Zach are in for a few days visiting Lue.  The three of them and Lue and Danny went letterboxing today on the North Country Trail.    

Sherri and I kept Brody while Jared, Missy, and Hannah went to Mallory’s graduation party.  Brody and I at least have one thing in common – we both hate the heat.

Friday July 9, 2010

My desktop computer woke up sick today.  After spending most of the afternoon messing with it, I took it up to Clarion Computers.  They will decide whether or not it can be fixed.  

After going several days without rain, we got nearly an incredible 3”.

Janna had her interview at Cannonburg and said it went very well.  Janna parents kept the kids in the evening while David and Janna got a night out.

Thursday July 8, 2010

Sherri had a follow-up appointment with Dr. Cunningham.  Everything is looking good except she may need to take iron through her IV pick line.  We should hear about that on Friday.

It was hotter yet today.  For the first time since 2005, we reached 91 degrees.

Wednesday July 7, 2010

Even hotter today – the hottest day in the past 2 years and 1 month.  

Sherri and I picked up dinner at Perkins and took it over to Jared and Missy’s.  It was good for Sherri go to up and down steps and get in and out of the vehicle but she was tired by the end of the day.  She had spent a couple hours out on the deck reading this afternoon.  

Tuesday July 6, 2010

Today was another hot, almost unbearable day. David experienced a high of 101° in York.  Sherri finally agreed that she should have the air conditioner put in her bedroom.  The home health care lady came today to help Sherri get a shower.

Monday July 5, 2010

This was a hot day - the hottest overall since September 2008 (nearly 2 years).  It was also the first time we hit 90° since August of 2005.

A lot of Sherri’s swelling went down.

Mike Fraunfelter’s (our Assistant Pastor), brother was found dead.  He lived in North Carolina and was only 28 years old.  He is survived by a wife and 4 children ranging from a new born to 6 years old. 

Sunday July 4, 2010

Sherri did it!  Her goal a month ago was to be home and at the 4th of July picnic.  She was able to go to Frank and Lue’s for about 3 ½ hours.  There was about 35 of us there.  The pool was ready and many took a swim.

It was a long day.  The visiting nurse was here for about three hours in the morning.  Then there was the picnic in the afternoon.  And, just after dark, Rick and Drew put off a fireworks display in the backyard.  Sherri was able to get out to the deck.  Dude, Linda, Dan, and Mallory came over for the big show after trying to find the rainbow people all day.

David and Janna headed back in the mid afternoon.  Janna has an interview Friday in the Pittsburgh area.

Saturday July 3, 2010

Sherri got home a little after 9 am.  Gary and Matt Clark came up and helped her up the stairs.  She did well all day.  All the kids and grand kids were here today. She had a blast seeing all the family from within her own living room.  When she first got home and sat at the dining room table, listening to the birds sing, she cried tears of joy and praised the Lord.  So did I!

In the evening, I went to Dude and Linda’s for a picnic to celebrate Dan’s 18th birthday.  I brought a plate of food back for Sherri. All our kids and grandchildren went to the cemetery to watch the fireworks.  Brianna and Hannah really like them.

Friday July 2, 2010

I joined Sherri for therapy twice today as we practiced going up and down steps and getting into the van.  The training for me was worth it as I learned how to stand on the steps below her and put my leg up against her for support and confidence.  All her things have been taken home and her prescriptions filled.  She is ready for her 9 am discharge on Saturday.  Her antibiotics arrived via UPS.
David, Janna, and the girls came back in the evening.  They are going to stay at Jared and Missy’s this weekend.

Thursday July 1, 2010

Sherri is feeling great today!  Her appetite is back and she just feels well and happy.  Her infection is improving.  Her biggest need at this point is nutrition.  Her protein and other levels are low.  She really hasn’t eaten much in the past 6 days but today she ate very well at breakfast today.  

Wednesday June 30, 2010

Though she has E. coli bacteria in her urine and blood, Sherri  will be coming home this Saturday.  She is on a new antibiotic that will take care of both the infection in the blood and urine.  It only has to be administered once per day.  She will be able to take that IV while at home.  Uropathogenic E. coli (UPEC) is responsible for approximately 90% of urinary tract infections.  Therapists and visiting nurses will come to the house.  

 

She is planning on making an appearance for an hour or two at the 4th of July picnic at Frank and Lue's.  The rehab team gave her an option of going home for a few hours over the weekend and then back to rehab for 5 more days or to go home to stay and do the rehab there.  She is so anxious to get home and chose the second option.  When she comes home Saturday, it will be the first she has been there in 68 straight days.

Tuesday June 29, 2010

Sherri was much better today and able to do her therapy.  

Frank and Lue are getting pool.  It is being set up right now.  The construction is delayed due to a missing liner. It will save them a lot of money to fill it up with a garden hose.  Frank figures it could take up to 5 days.  Will it be ready for the July 4 picnic???????  Everyone is to bring a covered dish and a large bucket of water to the picnic.

Monday June 28, 2010

Sherri was really sick today.  She couldn’t do therapy, answer the phone, or see visitors.  She is retaining more fluid and some of her kidney numbers have gone slightly backwards.  The good thing is that her temperature is normal and her other reading are pretty good.  They started her a different antibiotic in the morning.

Danny got up in the morning, put on his Spider Man suit and at 7:15 am he began to run full speed around the backyard

Sunday June 27, 2010

As she most often does, Sherri is getting real sick from the antibiotics.  She was up all night with dry heaves.  Now her swelling in her legs is increasing.  I am starting to become concerned that this is setting her back and that it is becoming problematic.

Danny came around 5 pm and stayed overnight.  We watched Toy Story (the original).  

Saturday June 26, 2010

Sherri may be getting a Urinary Tract Infection.  She was running a low-grade fever and had chills the night before.  They are starting her on an antibiotic while they grow the cultures.  

Hannah came to see her in the evening.  You could tell that she would have a blast playing with all the equipment if only she were allowed.

Friday June 25, 2010

Sherri back is really hurting her.  She was able to do her therapy but was in pain all day and it was really bad by evening.  I took her down fish for supper. 

Thursday June 24, 2010

Sherri finished her first week at Rehab and is improving every day.  

Brody broke out in hives in the evening.  He is taking medicine for a respiratory infection – perhaps he is allergic to the meds.
I spent the day doing my annual cleanup of the garage.  

Wednesday June 23, 2010

Sherri was told today that her projected day to get home will be July 3.  She already has hopes that she will be able to go to Frank and Lue’s for the 4th of July picnic. David & Janna may be home for that weekend.  

Janna’s mother is back home where she is doing well but needs healing.

Sherri wanted (and got) Chinese food for supper.  

Tuesday June 22, 2010

On my way to get my car serviced, I stopped to see Grandma Laura.  I showed her some pictures and she asked about Sherri.  She seemed to be doing pretty well though I don’t think she can hear half of what I was saying. 

Sherri and I celebrated our 25th anniversary in the rehab room where they had a big table.  I took down a Vinnys Pizza which is what Sherri has been wanting for several days.  Twila brought down a salad.  I had also picked up a coconut cream pie at Plylers.  Maryann was there and then later on Jared and Missy came.  Maryann and Missy both brought her flowers.  Sherri sat there and enjoyed the dinner and the little party for over two hours.  She is doing really well.  Maryann did her hair and nails before she left.

Monday June 21, 2010

Sherri got lots of visitors today and she was quite busy with therapy.  For the first time since April, she got to go outside.  They wheeled her outdoors and she did her physical therapy there.  She said it was so great to breathe fresh air. 

Sunday June 20, 2010

Hannah and Brody went to see Sherri in the morning.  She was surprised how much Hannah was talking and how big Brody had gotten.  I ate lunch with Sherri and she looked at the pictures Missy and Jared had taken while they were at the beach.

Janna’s mother is in ICU.  Yesterday, she and Janna’s dad were taking down trees in their yard.  One tree got hung up in another and didn’t come down.  Later on, as she was picking up branches, the tree unsuspectingly gave way and crashed to the ground.  Linda (Janna’s mother) was hit in the head.  She has a broken nose, needed several stitches, and has a bleed on the brain.  She went to a local hospital and then was sent to Morgantown where she was placed in ICU.  They were hoping later today that she might be moved to a regular room for observation.
Saturday June 19, 2010

Sherri was so happy to get a shower today.  She had lots of physical therapy.  I ate supper with her.  I got a tray, eating the same thing she got for a cost of $3.50.  I plan on eating a turkey dinner with her for lunch on Sunday.
Everyone returned home from Virginia Beach.  Missy was driving near Clearfield when she hit a turkey that ran in front of her on I-80.  It knocked off her mirror and dented in the left fender.  While traveling to Pittsburgh in the past month, I have seen 3 or 4 dead turkeys on the road.
Fri day June 18, 2010

Today is the 53rd day for Sherri at AGH and, most likely, her last.  The Transportation Department called and they have an ambulance from Clarion scheduled to arrive there to pick her up at 11 am.  She is excited; however, she is very anxious about things.  Details are frightening her right now.  For example, she is nervous about getting dressed and about her clothes fitting her.  On two different occasions, Karen has gone shopping for her and has lots of things for her to try on once she gets to rehab. She is excited about seeing people yet apprehensive about it being overwhelming.  She already knows it will be very emotional for her when she first sees family and friends.  

Sherri got to the Rehab Center  located in the  Clarion Hospital  just past 1 pm.  She was so excited to be in Clarion and to have a nice private room.  She has a nice view with trees and a newly planted flower garden outside her window.  They wasted no time in beginning to assess her.  They told her within a couple of days they would get her outside for some fresh air.

I knew they had moved Transitional Care from the top floor to the new part in the first floor of the hospital.  I did not know that it is no longer Transitional Care.  It is strictly a Rehab Center and Dr. Freenock is the Director.  It is only for people who need physical and occupational therapy.  So if you are not well enough to do therapy you are not eligible to be there.  

Anyway, Sherri was told that each day she would have breakfast, then morning therapy, lunch, then afternoon therapy, dinner, and the rest of the day would belong to her.  They also warned that most patients are too tired to do much from that point on but sleep.

For me, the kindness and concern of many, many people have been overwhelming.
Again today, I praise The Lord!  I was reminded last night by a friend that this is an example of what it means when He says that He will give those who love Him their  heart’s desire.  
Thursday June 17, 2010

Day #52 at Allegheny General.  Sherri walked even further today.  I got a call from the Case Manager.  She said she has Sherri scheduled for pick-up at 10 am.  She also cautioned that sometimes it is much later by the time she gets picked up.
Wednesday June 16, 2010

Day #51 at Allegheny General.  Sherri was even better today.  Frank and I spent a few hours with her.  Twice she walked out into the hall with a walker.  It looks like all the paper work is about completed for her transfer to Clarion on Friday.  

Tuesday June 15, 2010

Day #50 at Allegheny General.  It was good to see Sherri in her new room.  She looked good though she said she was quite tired today.  Physical Therapy came in and had her walk in her room a little.  Dr. Maher is now leaning towards Friday as being her day to go to rehab if her numbers hold.  He is very cautious (and that is good).  I will not be surprised if he doesn’t keep her here as long as he can justify it. Today her numbers related to kidney function were very much improved.  They said now that she is getting up, that this will help her kidneys (and everything else) significantly.  One of the cardiologists told me today that this is amazing.  He and several of his colleagues did not think she was going to make it. Sherri’s reply was, “The Lord has been good to me.”
Monday June 14, 2010

Frank and I spent the day in Pittsburgh.  However, by the time we left, Sherri was still waiting for a room to open up.  At around 7 pm, she was moved to the fifth floor to a regular room.  She was excited to see another room and to know that she was much better.  Dr. Maher wants to watch her until Wednesday or Thursday and then she should go to rehab at Clarion.

Pastor Keith announced to the church leadership tonight that he is candidating for the senior pastor at a church in South Carolina.  This will put him close to his father, son, and grandson.  This church will vote on calling him as their pastor near the end of July.  So there is a 90% chance he will be gone by the middle of August so the kids can starts school down there. 
Sunday June 13, 2010

Gary, Karen, and I went to see Sherri.  Gary and Karen seemed surprised to see how well she looked.  I will go back tomorrow morning to see if she will be leaving ICU for a regular room and to being making arrangements for her at Clarion’s TCU.  This was the 48th day at AGH and the 41st in ICU. 

Saturday June 12, 2010

Sherri was even better today.  She is totally off of oxygen now.  She was able to read the newspaper and ate all of her hamburger for lunch.  She really looked good.  I was there from 10 to 1 and then Dr. Tim and Becky Brooks visited her from about 2:30 to 4 pm.  

The vacationers made it to Sandbridge Beach. Hannah has already taken a dip in the pool.

Dude and Linda got married 28 years ago today. 
Friday June 11, 2010

Dr. Maher told Sherri this morning that they will most likely move her to a regular room on Monday.  He said she is good enough to go there now, but he is really cautious.  He said if we needed this room, he would move her out of ICU today but they don’t.

Praise God!  I have to take this to mean that she is no longer critically or seriously ill.  

Everyone but Rick and Laura’s family are heading towards Virginia Beach today.  Twila is going with Dan and Mallory who will following Jared and Missy.  Dude and Linda will leave late this afternoon.  Rick cannot leave until Sunday morning because PNC is making the final transfer of National City and he must work all day Saturday until at least 10 pm.  Drew has a friend that is going with him.  Sherri said she will miss going and seeing everyone but a vacation to her would be a regular room.

Thursday June 10, 2010

“This was the best day yet” for Sherri.  Dr. Maher told her those very words as he was describing all her readings and lab values.  Occupational and Physical Therapy came in to begin to work with her.  I think this is a good sign that they think she is now well enough that she can begin to prepare for life after the hospital.

After Becky Brooks learned that we couldn’t find Sherri’s iPod, she called this morning saying that when she and Jody visited Sherri in her regular room (one month ago) that they saw the ipod and hid it in her makeup case.  Dood looked tonight and it was there.

Brody went to the doctors and he is now checking in at 17 ½ pounds.  

Wednesday June 9, 2010

Sherri was again very good today.  They got her out of bed, for the first time in days, and into a recliner.  For the first time, she began to ask questions dealing with how sick she was/is.  She said while she was lightly sedated, she could hear everything.  And, that she was very afraid.  She figured she might not make it. Sherri suggested that we try to track down her belongings that were in her regular room a month ago.  After an extensive search, security finally found them.  All her clothes, belongings, and supplies were there except for her iPod.  

Tuesday June 8, 2010

This was a real good day for Sherri.  In the morning they began to wean her off her oxygen.  She got rid of the full face mask and got the line with just the two little prongs in her nose.  That made her really happy.  She felt really strong and the nurse told me at 10 in the morning that her spirits were very high.  In the afternoon they shut down the dialysis machine – another step forward.  Dood, Fran, Ron, BeeDee and Scott visited her in the afteroon.  Dood reported afterwards that this was the best she has seen Sherri since she has been in Pittsburgh.  Rick and Laura called after seeing her in the evening and they said the same thing (best she’s been in weeks).  I wasn’t going to go down until Thursday but I am too excited to wait to see her this good so Missy and I will go down on Wednesday.  However, I remember that the doctor had told me many days ago that this may be 3 steps forward one day and 2 back the next.  So I am cautiously optimistic today as this was a 3-step forward day.  This was day 43 for Sherri at AGH
Jared and Missy changed their mind and are now making plans to go to Virginia Beach.

Monday June 7, 2010

I got in a traffic jam going into Pittsburgh and almost getting in to see Sherri in the morning.  However, I did make it and stayed for 2 ½ hours.  She was somewhat better today.  As I was leaving the 3rd floor, the elevator door opened and in it was Linda and Dawn Beichner, Marie, and her husband.  I guess Marie has a leaky valve that she is getting checked out.  

Missy and Jared decided that they will not go on vacation next week.

Sunday June 6, 2010

A tornado warning began this day and it ended with the humidly and heat leaving town.

Twila and I went to see Sherri.  She was doing ok.  She was cold from the dialysis but she was working hard to stay strong and positive. They are giving her steroids which resulted in some anxiety. 
Rick met Twila and I for lunch at Smokey Bones.  Laura was on a trip to Ohio.

Rick, Laura, and Dood went again in the evening.
Dan and Lori took Hannah to the Farmer’s Inn at Sigel.  Looking at Lori’s pictures, Hannah must have had a great time. It looks like Dan and Lori did too.

Saturday June 5, 2010

Missy and I went to see Sherri during the day.  The continuous dialysis was still running and will be for at least a few more days.  She seemed a little more rested today.  It now seems likely that she is nowhere close to getting out of the ICU.  They are pretty concerned about her oxygen levels staying up and now they were troubled by her platelets readings. Rick and Laura were going down in the evening. I am no less discouraged than yesterday and I wonder what the Lord has in mind.
Friday June 4, 2010

Sherri did not seem that well today.  She has to stay in bed because she is on continual dialysis.  They are also watching her blood pressure very close. They must give her medicine to keep it from dropping too low.  They are working hard to keep her from going back on the breathing tube. I was there from 10 to 12:30. Sherri just seemed weak and sick to me today.  I came home rather disheartened. 
If you missed the “bad call” in what should have been a perfect game the other night in Detroit, you either were out of the county or you pay no attention at all to sports.  After seeing how the fans of Detroit responded to Jim Leyland’s call for them to show the world what Detroit people are made of, I will root for the Tigers the rest of the season.  What a class act!

My replacement modem is here and I am up and running again.

Thursday June 3, 2010

Sherri is temporarily on continuous dialysis.  As a result her lab numbers have improved. I am anxious to see her on Friday.  Rick saw her in the afternoon and though her spirits were good.

My modem became junk.  Verizon will send a new one which will get here on Saturday at the earliest.  So, I have no internet until then.  I plan on going to AGH an hour early so I can use their wireless.

Today was my last day of school.

Wednesday June 2, 2010

Sherri’s lab numbers are going up so they installed a new port for dialysis.  She had to go to special procedures to have this put in.  It can stay in much longer than the one before with much lower risk of infection.  That way it can be used when she gets to a regular room or even to rehab – for as long as her kidneys need support.

Today was the students last day of school at the Career Center.  The entire school was involved in an activity “Win It In A Minute.”  Every 10 minutes they rotated to a new shop where they met a new challenge.

Tuesday June 1, 2010

Megan went to the doctor.  She may have another ear infection.  Like Brianna, there is a chance she may have to have tubes inserted in her ears someday. Brianna got her ears pierced.  

Sherri was still doing well today.  Rick was over in the afternoon.  Her hands and legs are swelling again, meaning she is experiencing an increase of fluid retention. So they will have to increase the lasix.

Monday May 31, 2010

Memorial Day 2010.   I spent the morning with Sherri.  Dr. Yevonne Maher, Dr. Thomas Maher’s wife and one of Sherri’s cardiologists, was in around noon.  She said things are looking pretty good.  She said it is such a fine line between getting enough fluid off of Sherri and taking off too much fluid.  She said they want to keep an eye on the kidney function for a few more days before sending her to a regular room, for what the Dr. called R&R.  Rick went over at 8 pm and Sherri was concerned about him traveling in a big thunderstorm, so she had the nurse call me to try to stop Rick.  He was already there when I called him and after his visit he called back and said she was doing very well.
I went to Frank & Lue’s for a couple of hours in the afternoon for the Memorial Day picnic.  It was good to see everyone.  It was fun to see how Hannah was enjoying playing with the other kids.  I talked on phone to Brianna for a minute.  She said to tell grandma that she loved her.
Sunday May 30, 2010

Twila and I went to see Sherri. We were with her for almost three hours.  She was eating very well.  Cream of Wheat in the morning and she ate chicken salad and Italian ice for lunch.  Dr. Maher was there when we arrived.  He said that the further out from her surgery, the more her body and heart will be able to take over and get the fluid off of her lungs.  
I had taken pictures and videos of the house and lawn so she would have a taste of home.  Twila pointed out to her the landscaping she had done for her.  Sherri was very happy with it.
Twila and I stopped at Rick and Laura’s on the way home.  We had lunch there.  It was Betsy’s 23rd birthday celebration so we crashed the party, joined in the cookout, and shared her birthday cake.  I was very surprised to see how well Betsy looked. She really looked good!  She reminded me of how God’s grace can take one who is so sick and make them well again.
Saturday May 29, 2010

Missy and I went to Pittsburgh and got to stay in with Sherri for about 3 ½ hours.  Frank and Lue visited her in the evening.  She is still improving.  The x-rays show that her lungs are still ‘wet’ – that is there is still fluid that needs to be taken off for her to breath correctly.
Friday May 28, 2010

Dr. Maher called me at school around 10:30 am.  He wanted to update me before he was off for the weekend. He has been really good at calling me to keep me informed. He said there are lots of positive things going on for Sherri. He is hoping this improvement continues each day.  He thinks her lungs look good and that he doubts that there is an infection there.  However, there could be since her white count is slightly elevated.  She is using the CPAP to aid in her breathing.  He is hoping that she can continue without needing back on the breathing tube or without needing further dialysis.  So far, she is doing well without either but they remain a possibility. He thinks that the big setback that she had a couple of weeks ago was probably initiated by a urinary infection.  That infection in conjunction with her post-surgery condition put her in the critical state she was (is) in.  
I usually pressure Dr. Maher to make his best guess for the best scenario for Sherri.  Reluctantly, he answered me that if she keeps improving, she might get out of ICU somewhere between the middle and end of next week.  Then she most likely would go to a regular room at AGH for 10 to 15 days before heading to transitional care in Clarion for another week or two (or longer).  Of course this is just all best-guessing. 
Anyway, we praise the Lord again today for His hearing our prayers and the prayers of all the many people who pray every day for Sherri.  You know, each time I visit Sherri; she never lets an hour go by without asking me to come close to her and pray for her.  Her body has gone through hell the past month, but her mind and spirit have stayed focused on Heaven and the One who holds her fate in His hand.  May He get the praise and adoration today (and every day) that He so very much deserves.
Thursday May 27, 2010

Sherri was out of bed and sitting in a chair.  She was not feeling quite as well as yesterday.  She wanted to take off her oxygen mask to drink or eat an ice chip.  However, that would set off the alarm indicating her oxygen level was dipping too low.  They wanted her to quit taking off her mask.  Her swelling in her hands and legs are gone.  So she is still improving but there is concern with the oxygen levels.  The nurses were surprised of how strong she still is after laying in bed for so many days.
Today was another hot day.  I always dream of Maine when it gets like this.

Wednesday May 26, 2010

Sherri got her breathing tube out at noon.  I called down at 4 pm and they believed that she was handling this just fine.  They said she was very happy. Rick and Laura, and Dood visited her at 8 pm and they all came away feeling really good about Sherri.  I guess Terri Smith was in at 2 pm to see her.  Anyway, Sherri said this is the best she has felt in a long time.  

Tuesday May 25, 2010

I called down at 6 am.  She had a decent night, getting more sleep than she had been.  All readings are still holding on the positive side.  Her kidney function is still looking pretty good.  I am taking off work today and going down.  I am hoping to get an update today from Dr. Maher.
Just after noon, they were set to take the breathing tube out when Sherri’s body tired out.  She had been breathing on her own but they had to turn the breathing support back on. So they had to postpone taking the tube out.  The kidney doctors were in and said the x-rays of the lungs are improving every day.  I saw Dr. Maher twice. The swelling is down in her legs and feet AND the swelling is completely gone from her hands. 
 

Sherri is getting real anxious.  She wants me to take her home by this weekend.  I didn’t have the heart to tell her she may be facing several more weeks.

Monday May 24, 2010

I think Sherri is starting to get anxious about being in the same small ICU room.  They called me at work today saying that she was wondering when I was going to come down to see her.  Rick went in during the afternoon and I think Laura and he went back in the evening.

Sunday May 23, 2010

Missy, Twila, and I went to AGH.  We were there by 10.  Rick and Lue also came.  Sherri was still doing ok.  She didn’t get the breathing tube out but that could happen Monday.  She smiled a lot and was still writing us messages on a tablet.  Between visits, we went over to the Southside for lunch.  Twila bought lunch at the Cheesecake Factory.  That was the first time Missy and I have been there.  After the afternoon visit we left and were back home by 5 pm.  I got home to find Dan had mowed my lawn while I was gone.  Dude, Linda, Alisha, Craig, Dan, and Mallory went to see Sherri at 8 pm.

Saturday May 22, 2010

Missy, Jared, and I were on our way to see Sherri before 8 am.  Sherri was better.  She was able to write on a tablet to communicate.  While we there, they took off of the dialysis.  They almost have weaned off of the breathing tube and there is a possibility that it could come out any day.  Frank and Lue stopped in during the afternoon. They had spent the night in Wheeling and were going to spend this next night near the Meadows. Our visit in the afternoon was cut short because they were taking her to get the pick line put in and take the arterial line out of her neck.
They moved her to another room (370) within the ICU, one with a TV.  

Friday May 21, 2010

Sherri had another uneventful night.  They sedated her a little more overnight because she is struggling (gagging) on the breathing tube.

I was about to enter the ICU at 10 am, but they made me go back to the waiting room for 10 minutes.  They are trying to put a pick line in so they can remove the arterial line that goes in through her neck.  Of course, doing something like this for Sherri is always very difficult, and they couldn’t get it done.  They will schedule her for Special Procedure later in the day to have the pick line put in. Anyway, it was so, so good to see her.  I was glad to get a few minutes alone with her.  She cannot talk but she understands everything I am saying and she can respond by shaking or nodding her head.  I am excited for 2 pm to get here.

I just started back home around 3 pm when Dr. Maher called my cell phone.  He said he heard I was in the building and was sorry he missed me.  He said there is still lots to work on and that she is still critically ill but now showing improvement.

Rick and Laura visited Sherri at 8 pm and were very happy to see how she was doing.

I talked to Don last night.  He wanted to know about Sherri.  In our conversation, he told me about how well Chris did in his freshman year of college.

Thursday May 20, 2010

Sherri had a good night (uneventful).  Then today, they began to wean her off of the oxygen and decreased the sedation. So, she was able to be awake more.  By evening when Rick and Laura were there, she knew what they were saying.  I will get to see her 4 of the next five days.
We had the Career Center Senior Award Banquet.  As is always is, it was really nice. I was the MC.

Wednesday May 19, 2010

Sherri is about the same.  With medicine, her kidneys are taking off lots of fluid and they are taking off fluid with the dialysis machine.  She will be on the breathing tube for at least another week and she is being given nutrition with a tube.  I asked Dr. Maher what her chances of survival are.  He wouldn’t give me a number, but he said that if she did not get any big infections or bleedings that he thought she could make it.

Terri Smith called and was surprised to find that Sherri was in critical condition. 

I am surprised to find that I am better off working than not.  I have 9 or 10 more days to get in.  I am being an optimist by thinking that by the time school is out that Sherri will be in a regular room and I can spend each day with her.  That’s my prayer, anyway.

Dr. Maher called me at 9 am.  He said she is a little improved.  Less swollen (to look at) and blood pressure a little better.  Her kidneys are putting out 75 cc per hour and the machine is matching that.  He does see a slight elevation in white count and he suspects her port is producing a little infection.  So, he is surgically removing the port today.  I’m glad.  They have kept it in for about 4 years now. 
I had my annual observation (evaluation) today during the 9:35 class period.

Tuesday May 18, 2010

Sherri’s kidneys are showing a slight improvement.  She is producing up to 300 cc of urine at times.  Sherri is being weaned of the oxygen that is going in through her breathing tube. He blood work is good.  The word for the ICU is one baby step forward.

Mary Ann and Rick visited Sherri yesterday.

Lue brought me in 3 tons of lasagna last night It was more than the Hawaiian wedding cake BeeDee and Scott dropped off over the weekend.  Both are very good. 

Monday May 17, 2010

I called in at 6 am and Sherri is still the same.  She is still on the breathing tube.  They have resumed taking fluid off of her with the machine set at 100.
Sunday May 16, 2010

The doctor of the ICU called around 6 am and said that Sherri’s condition has worsened considerably.  He said they had to put in the breathing tube. They believe that she is bleeding from a couple places. It is possible she could have some fluid aspirated into her lungs. Her condition is listed as critically ill but stable.

Later in the day, they did an upper scope and found a small bleed and burned it. Tomorrow they will scope her lower GI.

There were small improvements by evening.  They were able to decrease the medicine needed to keep her blood pressure up.

I came home in the late afternoon.  There is little I can do at Pittsburgh the way things are now.  They will keep me updated regularly by phone.
Saturday May 15, 2010

When we went in for the morning visit, Sherri had her mask off and big smile on her face.  She looked 400% better.  Her kidneys still show improvement.  They are still getting fluid off of her but she still has lots of swelling.  David headed back home around 11 am and Frank, Lue, Danny, Jared, Hannah, and Brody went to the zoo while Missy and I stayed with Sherri.

Friday May 14, 2010

A good day is when things for Sherri are the same and a real good day would be if she shows any kind of improvement.  Therefore, I would call this a real good day.  Her infection is all but gone.  Her body was able to stand the dialysis machine to be boosted the whole way up to 200.  I talked to Dr. Maher at 2:30 pm and he said there is improvement.  As he told me the day before, he believes we can count on her going through this process and her being in ICU for at least another week. 

Jared went back to work a little bit today and then got the kids at his dad’s and brought them to Pittsburgh.  Lue and Danny arrived at the motel about the same time Jared got here.  So we have lots of people here.  Frank, Lue, Danny, and I will stay at this motel until Sunday.  

Rick, Laura, and Drew came down at the 8 pm visiting time.

Thursday May 13, 2010

Sherri had continual dialysis throughout today. The Renal Dr. told me the cultures came back and showed she does have infection in her blood.  It is not a septic bacteria but I don’t remember what kind it was.  There is not as much concern of this type damaging the heart valves, however, that is still a possibility.  He said she has pneumonia in one of her lungs – maybe that is where the infection has come from or maybe from a kidney infection.  David got here just before 1 pm.  
By 8 in the evening we saw improvement.  Sherri was breathing better and she was able to talk.  I was encouraged when I asked Dr. Maher if he was optimistic yet cautious and he said yes, that would be accurate. He said this will be a long process and that the best case scenario is for her to be in ICU for one or two more weeks.
Jared, Missy, David, Frank, and I stayed on McKnight Road instead of traveling back to Clarion.  I will be off of work again Friday.
Wednesday May 12, 2010

Sherri was put back in ICU.  Missy and I headed down around10 am.  We got to see her and talked to her surgeon.  She is really struggling with every breath.  I am deeply concerned!  They believe she may have a kidney or urinary infection that has become septic.  However, it takes a couple of days for the cultures to grow.  Dr. Subauro was with her through the night, installing a temporary dialysis line.  The hope is to get the fluid off, reduce the workload of the kidneys, and then hope this jump-starts them.  Rick came over after work and we all stayed until 8:30 pm.  As of Thursday morning she was doing ok but the Dr. said to keep my fingers crossed.  It may take days to learn how she will respond.  There is also the concern that this infection could destroy her heart valves.  Frank called and wants to go down with me Thursday morning.  I think Missy and Jared will also go down.  It’s been a long time since I have been this worried but I know the only thing to do is trust in the Lord.
Tuesday May 11, 2010

Sherri did not feel well all day.  She still has quite a ways to go to get the fluid off of her.  Her surgeon, Dr. Maher, called around 4 pm and said they would not be sending her to Clarion on Wednesday.  He ran tests on her heart and said everything was fine but he is concerned about the kidney functions.  The kidney doctors had said that they were functioning fine and they had released her.  Dr. Maher called them back in and they are now watching her closely.  I am not sure now how long to guess that she will be in Pittsburgh – at least another couple of days and maybe several days.  Because of all the fluid, she is having trouble breathing.  Rick and Laura again were over in the evening.

Monday May 10, 2010

Rick and Mary Ann visited Sherri.  She also got a few phone calls.  She was told they are shooting for Wednesday for her discharge (and the beginning of her rehab in Clarion’s TCU).

Sunday May 9, 2010

I spent the day with Sherri.  She was not as good today, kind of tired and had some pain.  Nonetheless, she is still improving.  Her fluid on her body is improved. She is to limit her fluid intake, but Dr. Stracci says she is overdoing it, and needs to drink more.

Saturday May 8, 2010

Missy, Jared, and I spent the day with Sherri at AGH.  She had a really good day.  She still needs to get rid of some fluid.  Dr. Stracci was in and told me that they pumped her full of fluid during her surgery to keep her blood pressure up.  She also got lots of calls: from Fran, BeeDee, and Dood, her mother, and others I don’t know about.

Several from our church went to Pittsburgh for Allison Chambers wedding.

Friday May 7, 2010

There was talk of Sherri coming to Clarion on Monday; however, Dr. Stracci thinks she shouldn’t rush things.  So we will see.  Pastor Keith visited her in the early afternoon, Dood brought her an Icee in the early evening, and then later on Rick and Laura were in.

Thursday May 6, 2010

Sherri seemed to have a rough day.  She is not feeling great – I think everything is catching up with her.  There is no word on how much longer she will be at AGH, but they said they are beginning to make plans on her going to transitional care in Clarion.  

Wednesday May 5, 2010

Sherri got to a regular room by mid-morning.  I was able to call her.  

Becky Brook and Jody Kiehl visited Sherri in the afternoon.  Rick came after work and Dood came in the evening.  By 9 pm she was ready for a goodnight sleep but had been very happy to see people and get into a regular room where she could talk to us on the phone.

Tuesday May 4, 2010

I got up at 4 am and called the ICU.  Sherri’s surgery hasn’t been scheduled yet. So, I started down to Pittsburgh at 6:30 am.  Just north of north of Zelienople, there was a terrible wreck.  Fortunately for me, it was on the north-bound lanes. Traffic was backed up (going that way) for miles.

When I got to the waiting room and phoned back, a nurse came out and said Sherri is doing really well and they will take her for her pacemaker installation at noon.  I will be able to see her from 10-10:30.

They came and got me, saying I could stay with her past the visiting hours.  She went around 1 pm to get her pacemaker.  Everything went fine, however, it was so late in the afternoon when she got back to ICU, and they decided to keep her in there one more night.  Everything seems to be going fine except she has a little bubble of fluid behind one of her lungs that they need to be certain it is gone.

Dr. Stracci wants her to highly consider going to Clarion’s Transitional Care for a week or two when she leaves AGH.
Monday May 3, 2010

Sherri had electric shock (cardioversion ) today in an attempt to get her heart back in rhythm.  It didn’t work.  So she is scheduled for the Operating Room in the morning to implant the pacemaker.  The wires were already put in at her surgery last Wednesday. I am taking off work and will head down early Tuesday morning.  Rick and Laura are going back to see her Monday evening and will tell her nurse to call me as soon as the schedule for the OR comes out – sometime around 2 am.
 Sunday May 2, 2010

I spent the day at Pittsburgh again, but this was much better.  First of all, they said that since it was slow and Sherri was doing so well, that I could ignore visiting hours and stay with her in the ICU the entire day.  Sherri was much, much better.  She sat in her chair for 4 straight hours.  She ate her lunch pretty well.  The kidney doctors were in and said they will watch her for one more day, but her kidneys look just fine.  She will most likely have the pacemaker installed Tuesday or Wednesday.  The rhythm of the heart is running too slow without being paced.  Her confusion seemed to be gone.  She really seemed like herself today.  One doctor said she looked much too good to be in ICU.

Saturday May 1, 2010

Missy and I left for Pittsburgh at 7:30 and got back at 4:30 pm.  We got to see Sherri for a half-hour each at 10 am and 2 pm.  Rick and Laura went again from 8 to 8:30.  I was really happy that they went in the past two evenings.
In between visits we went to Rick and Laura’s for a short time.  Missy had never seen their home before.  Missy is pretty sick.  She hasn’t had symptoms from her Crohns for almost six year, but it is back now in full force.  It started the day of Sherri’s surgery.

Sherri remains in ICU.  I really didn’t realize until yesterday, that they were pretty concerned about her kidney function not returning.  Though they refuse to say she is out of the woods, they will say that they are very happy with her kidneys as of this afternoon.  Sherri is confused about a lot of things, but can sit in a chair for an hour or two at a time.  I am still not sure when she gets to a regular room, however, I know that where she is, she is getting great care.  A permanent pacemaker is still a very real possibility.
Friday April 30, 2010

Sherri got her breathing tube out last night.  All other readings are looking good.  If things go well in all areas this afternoon, she could be in a regular room by tonight.

------------------------------
Noon update:  Though everything is still fine, she will not get out of ICU today and tomorrow is questionable.  She has a temporary pacemaker (and at surgery they installed a permanent one).  When they stop the temporary pacemaker, her heart is not in the correct rhythm.  They must get that regulated before they put her in a regular room.  So her nurse told me tomorrow morning would be the earliest and perhaps past then.  If necessary, they will activate the permanent pacemaker.
Thursday April 29, 2010

Sherri had a good night.  She is expected to go back to the Operating Room at 7:30 am today to be closed up.  Dr. Maher should come to talk to me by 9 am.  
-----------------------------------
Dr. Maher came into the waiting room at 9:30 and said Sherri is doing fine.  She is closed up.  He is hoping later today (or in the morning) they can remove her breathing tube.  She should be in ICU until at least Saturday.  Dr. Maher said that since she is 8 years older than her first open-heart surgery, and the fact that this is her 2nd such surgery, that I should expect her recovery to be a little longer.  He said they will not rush anything; rather they will take their time at each stage of the recovery.  So, I am expecting she will be here through next week.  Since she will be in ICU tomorrow, meaning I cannot see her more than two ½ hour sessions, I may go home and go to work tomorrow and then spend all day Saturday and Sunday here.

At 10:30 am I got in to see her. Her eyes were open and she was able to kind of shake her head or nod.  When she heard the nurse saying she would be here for 7 to 10 days, she started shaking her head ‘no.’   For some reason, she has it in her mind that she will be going home on May 1 (Saturday).

I got home around 5 pm.  Missy called down at 6 and she was doing well.  Her blood pressure is a little low.  There was still a good chance they would take the breathing tube out before morning.

Wednesday April 28, 2010

Sherri had open-heart surgery today and Dr. Thomas Maher successfully replaced her tricuspid valve with a tissue valve.  They also installed a pacemaker though it will not be activated until a time comes when that is necessary.  She was in surgery from 8 am to 3 pm.  Pastor Keith came down mid-morning.  They did not close her and will keep her sedated through the rest of the day and night.   The surgeon plans on closing her at 7:30 Thursday morning.  I expect her to be in ICU through Friday and then maybe moved to a regular room on Saturday.  Her total time at AGH should be 7 to 10 days.
Tuesday April 27, 2010

AGH called for us to head down around 11:15 am.  Sherri was in her bed by 2:30 pm. Everything went smoothly, no problems with getting IV’s in.  Everyone was nice and Sherri was laughing and in good spirits.  Missy and Jared got here around 6 pm.  We stayed with Sherri until 10:30 and then went to a hotel on McKnight Road.  We were told to be back to her room by 5 am Wednesday.  We were and they took her at 6 am.  The surgery is scheduled for 8:15 and should last 4-6 hours.  The surgeon was in Tuesday evening for about a half hour.  He said they are going to open her up at the same place they did in 2002.  That may mean she might bleed more than normal.  Therefore, there is a 50-50 chance that they will not wake her up for 24 hours so they can leave her incision open.  They have already determined that they cannot repair the valve.  They will replace it with a tissue tricuspid valve.
Monday April 26, 2010

Today was crazy!  The visiting nurse came in the morning.  As she listened to Sherri’s lungs, she heard wheezing and called her report into the surgeon.  The surgeon immediately canceled the surgery.  Sherri, of course, was very upset.  So, they told her the only way they would move ahead was if she got an emergency appointment with her family physician and have the doctor clear her for surgery.  I got her in to see Dr. Cunningham at 2 pm.  Meanwhile, at 2:20 pm the surgeon (Dr. Maher) called me at school.  He wanted me to know why it wasn’t worth taking the risk.  He said he hoped Dr. Cunningham would get back to him soon.  I told him that Sherri was with her as we spoke.  He asked for her number and called her.  As it turns out, Dr. Cunningham said she had no idea what the visiting nurse was hearing; that Sherri’s lungs sounded fine.  So by 4:30 pm we got two calls from AGH, one from the surgeon and one from the Cardiologist, both saying the surgery is back on.  Other than this, nothing much happened today.

Sunday April 25, 2010

I really enjoyed Sunday School and Church today.  At home on Saturday, we had a conversation regarding church.  As I sat in church today, I realized that this time is the most precious two hours of the week for me. I look forward to the time when I will sit around the Lord’s great banquet table, discussing the wonders preformed by the Creator. My Sunday School lesson was on excuses.  It was somewhat difficult to teach, but an important lesson for all of us.  In a story by Jesus, people made all kinds of silly excuses of why they could not attend certain banquet.  He was reminding us that any excuse not to come and join the Lord is nothing but silly.  It was good to see Don and Esther back home.  

Sherri did not feel good for most of the day.  

Saturday April 24, 2010

Today I had to begin to give Sherri two shots per day in her stomach.  She is off her Coumadin (5 days before her surgery) and she must be covered by another blood thinner (Lovrenox).  
Friday April 23, 2010

Today was the first lawn mowing of 2010 for me. I hated to do it because I know that once you start you can never quit.

Thursday April 22, 2010

In the entire history of the Pirates, they have never lost a game by 20 runs or more.  That all changed today.  The Brewers beat them 20-0. 

All day there were rumors that Big Ben would b e traded.  The day has come and went and he is still with the Steelers.  

Wednesday April 21, 2010

The bed we bought was delivered from Fallers’.

Dan and Kris Clark have a new baby girl.  Her name is Ashlyn Louise Clark.

Tuesday April 20, 2010

After being closed all winter for remodeling, Dairy Queen opened back up this week.  Hannah ate her first ice cream cone ever. 
Monday April 19, 2010

Sherri and I went to AGH.  She had all kinds of tests to see if she has the green light for surgery.  It will be three days before all of her results are in.  They want to admit her a day early (Tue Apr 27) so they can get her on an IV blood thinner since she will be off her cumadin.
Sunday April 18, 2010

We went to check out Hannah’s room.  Jared and Missy just finished painting it (pink and orange) and they decorated it with all kinds of little girl things. It looked really nice.

Saturday April 17, 2010

Today was Brianna’s 3rd birthday.  We talked to her about mid-morning.  She had opened her gifts and seemed very excited.  She may get to go to Chuck E. Cheese or someplace else for dinner.

I went to the church at 11 am for Harry Whitesides’ memorial service.

Missy made dinner and brought it over.  She had pulled pork, onion rings, stuff jalepeno peppers, and coconut cream pie.  It was really good.

Friday April 16, 2010

I got soaked leaving work as a real heavey and sudden downpour caught me between the school building and the van.

Becky Clark delivered a baby boy.  His name is Clark Johnson.  Gary and Karen will leave for North Carolina Saturday morning to spend a week.  Kris Clark will give birth to their second child on Wednesday.  They do not know the gender of the baby.

Thursday April 15, 2010

Still not fully rested, I caught up with American Idol and went to bed early.  David called and said that the doctor had been trying to reach them while they were away.  Brianna does have a bladder infection.  That would explain her rough day Tuesday at daycare.

Wednesday April 14, 2010

We got up and got the kids off to daycare.  It was tough to know that this would be the last we would see them for a while.  I swept the floors and did laundry then we headed out to lunch.  After lunch we came back and I watched the Orioles play the Rays at the same time following David and Janna’s flight back from Jamaica.  When the computer confirmed that they had landed, we started up the road.  Just as we were pulling out of the driveway, David called and said they would have plenty of time to get the girls at daycare.  We got home around 6:30 pm.   On the way home, Pastor Keith called to say that Harry Whitesides was found dead in his apartment at Liberty Towers.  Don Dininny called in the evening to see what was going on with Sherri and her upcoming surgery.

Tuesday April 13, 2010

Megan had a good day at darecare.  Brianna didn't.  She must be starting to really miss her parents.  She rarely ever has an accident in her pants.  Today they had to change her several times.  The last night was pretty good.  Megan got up 2 or 3 times for a bottle, but then went quickly back to sleep.
 

Monday April 12, 2010

We were up at 6 and got the kids to daycare at 7:30.  Everyting went smoothly.  The daycare seems really nice, very well organized.  
 

I called Dr. Cunningham's office and had her fax a prescription to a Walmart down here at York so Sherri's chest cold doesn't develop into full fledged bronchitis. 
 

David and Janna called in the evening.  They are still having a great time.  They went on a boat trip that included snorkling and they visited some famous waterfalls that they thought was very cool.
 

A new house has been started to be built beside Jared and Missy.
 

Sunday April 11, 2010

David and Janna called and they are having fun in Jamaica.  We are guessing they are getting their first real night's sleep in quite some time.
 

Megan got up three times during the night.  Then Sherri started to bleed in her urinary tract.  Her bronchitis is getting worse.  At 3 in the morning, Monday morning, I thought I would wait until 8:00 and call Scott or someone from the church to see if they could meet me in State College to take Sherri back home.  However, by morning she was better.  So she will try to make it until Wednesday.
 

We are enjoying being with Brianna and Megan.  This is our first real chance to get to know Megan.  She is real cute and fun except she hates to be in her crib.  She really wants to be held alot.  All three of us agree that we don't know how David and Janna handle all they got on their plates.
 

Saturday April 10, 2010

David and Janna's plane was delayed for almost two hours.  They did make it to Jamaica and called soon after they were there.
 

Brianna, Twila, and I went to the playground and then to the store.  Later, Twila took both kids for a walk in the double stroller down the street and back.   Things are going well but all three of us are pretty busy most of the day (and a lot of the night).
 

FridayApril 9, 2010

Twila, Sherri, and I traveled to York and got there around 9:30 pm.  David and Janna left for the Baltimore airport at 3:00 am Saturday.  Megan got awake around 1 am and was not willing to go back to sleep until 4 am.  Twila rocked her in the nursery for an hour or two until she went back to sleep.
Thursday April 8, 2010

Missy and Jared came over to bring Brianna’s birthday gifts for us to take down with us on Friday.

The Pirates will not go undefeated this year.  They were slaughtered by the Dodgers, however, they took 2 out of their first three games.

Wednesday April 7, 2010

I made stuffed peppers and Missy and Jared came over.  Hannah kicked her ball around the back yard and then Jared and I figured out how to put the car seats in the van.  It took a long time to figure the bigger one out.

Tuesday April 6, 2010

Sherri went to the dentist to get clearance from him for her upcoming surgery.

Monday April 5, 2010

I called Lue at 6:30 am to see if they got to see the Space Shuttle blast off.  They (Frank, Lue, Danny, and Tari) did.

Rick went to the home opener and came through with a big victory.  The Pirates are 1-0 and on their way.  On their way to what, well who knows, but for today, they are in first place.

Sunday April 4, 2010

Easter Sunday.  We had Easter Dinner.  I cooked a ham.  Rick, Laura, Drew, Dude, Linda, Alisha, Dan, Mallory, Jared, Missy, Hannah, Brody, Twila, Sherri, and me were here.  Brody made it to his first church service and Hannah went to the church nursery and had a good time.
Shelby Luton turned 21 today.

Saturday April 3, 2010

Gary, Karen, Sherri, and I went to the Trails End for supper.

Jared and Missy took Hannah and Brody to Sears for Easter Pictures.

Friday April 2, 2010

I went to bed at 6:00 last night so I was up at 3:30 am today and, needless to say, I was very well rested, ready for a busy day – and it was.   
After coming back from an hour workout at the Y, I headed to Brookville to get the van inspected and the oil changed.  I got most of my Sunday School lesson done while I was there.

Coming back from Brookville, I called Lue and she said it was hot in Florida and they were having lots of fun.  Danny thought the dishwasher was making a human-like voice while it was running.  It kept saying “Live in Florida – Live in Florida” (or something like that).  It looks like Frank and Lue may have to relocate.  
Next, I picked up Sherri and we went for lunch at the County Seat.  The food there is really good and their bread is unbelievable.  After that we went Easter shopping, then  I got a haircut while Sherri and Gizmo sat in the car and watched the people move about on mainstreet.  
I realized I lost my debit card and Sherri figured I may have left it in the ATM machine.  Sherri called County Seat to see if I lost it there.  They said no, but they put her on hold.  To my surprise, they ran next door to the bank to check  if it was in the ATM machine.  It was.  Can you believe they would do that?

After getting the card, we picked up the ham at O’Neils.  The Beggs’s came over at supper time and we picked up fish from the Tavern. 

Today was the warmest day since the middle of August.  It was much too warm for me.   

Thursday April 1, 2010

It was actually very warm here today – almost too warm.  

Lue said Frank got to see the Pirates and the Phillies play a spring traing game.  Charlotte, her boyfriend, and Sammy also went.  It was at Clearwater.

Wednesday March 31, 2010

I get up at 4 am each morning and I am out at the Y by 4:45.  However, I go to bed at 8 pm.  I am wondering how this will all play out when baseball season starts next week.  I may have to take a nap from 6-7 pm.  

Tuesday March 30, 2010

The surgeon called again and said that Sherri’s surgery is set for April 28.

Monday March 29, 2010

The surgeon called late in the afternoon.  He said Sherri does need surgery.  It will either be April 27 or April 28.  She must spend the day at AGH on April 19 for pre-surgery testing – to make sure everything is ok to proceed.

Linda got her first day in at Clarion Industries.

Glenn Thompson, our U.S. Representative, toured our school and had lunch there.  I got to talk with him for a minute or so. 

Sunday March 28, 2010

Dan, along with the Clarion High baseball team, flew to Florida this morning.  They are down there for a few days for spring training at Cocoa Beach.  Frank & Lue and group should have arrived at Kissimmee this afternoon.

Saturday March 27, 2010

Frank, Lue, Danny, Tari, Sammy, Charlotte (and her boyfriend) headed to Florida in the morning.

We kept Hannah and Brody while Jared and Missy went to dinner at Franklin.  They went to Bella Cucina and Missy said it was the best meal (at a restaurant) she has ever had in her entire life.

Friday March 26, 2010

We went to Red Lobster with Gary and Karen.  It was Lobster Fest and most had lobster.  Then we stopped at Miller Furniture on the way home to see if Sherri wanted to get the bed from there.  She didn’t, so we will order it from Faller’s on Monday.  While we were gone the surgeon called.  We will have to call him back on Monday.

Thursday March 25, 2010

For the third straight night, Sherri got a wonderful night’s sleep.  It is all due to the mask that she is wearing through the night.  She feels so much more rested each morning and she has more energy during the day.

Sherri and Twila stopped in the consignment store to look around for a night stand.  While there they saw a small toy car (The Wiggles) that plays their songs.  Hannah had fun with it.

Jimmy Leadbetter’s arrest was in the Clarion News today.

Wednesday March 24, 2010

After school, Sherri and I went shopping for a new bed.  We ate supper at Deb’s and then stopped down to see Danny before he heads to Florida this weekend for a 2-week vacation.   While we were there, he put on his Superman cape and gave evidence that he possesses super powers.

Tuesday March 23, 2010

It will be back to work for Linda.  Linda has been out of work for some time now but that all changed today.  The Fiberboard Plant called and offered Linda a full time job beginning next Monday.  I believe she will be working in account receivable (or something similar).

I called David and told him that Twila, his mother, and I will be down for all five days that Janna and he are in Jamaica.  Janna sister is being married there.

Monday March 22, 2010

We met with Dr. Thomas Maher at Allegheny General today.  He is the surgeon that did Sherri’s open-heart surgery back in 2002.  We really liked him and still do.  He took almost a full hour to discuss Sherri’s situation.  He thinks that the heart may be damaged over time if she does not get her tricuspid valve repaired or replaced.  He won’t know which until he goes in.  Otherwise, he said all her heart functions are doing very well.  He is going to look over all her tests one more time and then he will call us with his final decision though he seemed to think she will be able to have the surgery.  If he agrees, it will be in about three or four weeks.  He said if he puts in a new valve, she may one day need a pacemaker.  So, he would just put one in and run it under the skin so if she ever needs it, it will be a simple thing to start up.
Sherri got her mask to sleep at night.  They came around 8 pm and showed her how to run it and care for it.

Sunday March 21, 2010

David and Janna headed back home around 1 pm after Bob’s Subs were delivered.  We got some pictures of all four grandchildren sitting on the couch.  I haven’t taken time yet to see if any of them turned out.  In the afternoon, I went downstairs to watch some March Madness but I slept most of the afternoon.

Saturday March 20, 2010

Today was a fun day.  Jared, Missy, and family came by 9 am and I cooked omelets and bacon.  Later in the day, the kids hunted for Easter eggs out on the front yard.  I cooked a ham and we had it for dinner.  We had lots of company. We gave Brianna and Megan Easter baskets.  Brianna and Hannah had fun together.  
Friday March 19, 2010

I spent a portion of the day getting Sherri scheduled to see the surgeon – Dr. Maher.  We will travel back to AGH Monday for a 10:30 am appointment.

David, Janna, Brianna, and Megan arrived early evening.  Jared, Missy, Hannah, and Brody were here when they came.  So was Twila.  It was really fun to see everyone here.  To think three years ago there were no grandchildren and now there are four.  Megan has really grown.  Brianna and Hannah danced to Madagascar’s I Liked To Move it and they did the Hokey Pokey.
Thursday March 18, 2010

We left for AGH at 4:09 am and arrived at 5:35, which got us there in plenty of time.  Sherri was taken to a room by 6:30 am.  She went for her cath. at 8:10 and was back to the room within an hour and a half.  Four hours later, the doctor came in and said she had no blockage and the heart was ok.  The bottom chamber was a little weak but he thought it would be ok for surgery.  He thought her leaking would probably just get worse if the valve was not repaired.  However, since she has other issues, besides the heart, he thinks the next step would be a conversation with the heart surgeon.  He was out of town, so we have to set up another appointment with this surgeon to see if he thinks Sherri is a candidate to have this valve fixed.  
Wednesday March 17, 2010

Sherri had a busy day.  She left the house at 8 am to get her hair done.  Then she went to her care n share group at the church.  After going to lunch and doing some shopping, I came home from work and we went to the Roadhouse for supper.  Jared, Missy, Hannah, Brody, Twila, and Maryann came over to visit her in the evening.  So, she had a full day.  She was glad to keep her mind off of Thursday’s heart catheterization.  
Tuesday March 16, 2010

David turned 34 today.  That is really hard to believe.

We went with Gary and Karen to Plylers.  They told us about their cruise – how they rode dolphins and zip lines.

Megan is not feeling well.  David and Janna are hoping she is not getting an ear infection.

Monday March 15, 2010

Sherri saw Dr. Stracci down at Cricklewood.  He said she is set for her cath. on Thursday.

Missy has been trying the recipe of the day from http://allrecipes.com/. Today she made a spaghetti recipe and had Sherri and I over. It was very good.  

Hannah showed us her new room.  She is so excited about it.

I got my bracket done today for Tracy Madness 2010.

Sunday March 14, 2010

Lue and Danny stopped by in the afternoon.  The Beggs family came over.  Jared picked us up supper at Daddy’s Main Street.  We are anxious to watch Brianna and Hannah play this weekend.  If things go ok, the Lutons will be coming home this coming weekend.

BiLo is now closed.

Saturday March 13, 2010

We went to Home Depot to get a light fixture and a light cover for the ceiling panel in the family room.  Missy and Jared also went to get paint for Hannah’s room.  We met at Hoss’s for lunch.

Friday March 12, 2010

Lue called and said that Rita Wilson (Frank’s brother’s wife) has cancer that has spread to her lungs. She had breast cancer in recent history.
Thursday March 11, 2010

When I got home from work, I asked Sherri what she wanted for supper.  While we were thinking about it, the phone rang.  It was BeeDee saying Scott would be coming soon with supper.  He brought mashed potatoes, Swiss steak, and fruit salad.  It was very, very good.  Scott told us that Don and Chris are still at the Mayo Clinic.  We are praying that they find some help for Chris.

Wednesday March 10, 2010

Sherri tried to put Gizmo out in the afternoon.  As she was trying to hook him, he saw a squirrel and away he went.  He was gone for about an hour or so when Twila was returning home.  Gizmo was sun bathing in her driveway and refused to move, even with Twila laying on the horn.  Sherri had to go down and get him.  By the time she got back, she was about completely worn out.

Tuesday March 9, 2010

Sherri spent the night again at the sleep lab.  She got fitted for a mask to wear at night.

Don and Chris went to the Mayo Clinic to see if they could give Chris some help.

Monday March 8, 2010

Today had lots of sunshine and it felt warm.  It seemed like the town was almost crowded with people walking their dogs.  Gizmo and I are used to being the only ones out in the wintery conditions, so this was a change.

Sunday March 7, 2010

We celebrated Drew’s 13th birthday during the afternoon.  Drew used some of his money to buy a laptop.  Attending the party was Twila, Rick, Laura, Drew, Dude, Linda, Alisha, Dan, Mallory, Jared, Missy, Hannah, Brody, Sherri, and me (total of 15).  It was a spring-like day.  Rick and Drew were able to play ball out in the drive-way. 

Charlene Cousins brought Sherri in some homemade bread in the early evening.

Saturday March 6, 2010

I love lazy, do-nothing days.  This was one of them.  I listened to the countdown from 6 am to 10 am, then worked on my Sunday School lesson for a couple of hours.  In the afternoon, I thought I’d take a 1-hour snooze but it turned into 2-3 hours. Next, I listened to Dan wrestle on the radio.  He lost a close one, just missing out qualifying for the state tournament next weekend.
Sherri had a decent day.  She is eating much better.

Friday March 5, 2010

The snow (and ice on the roof) is slowly melting, but at this rate it will take several days.  Sherri tests came back showing another urinary infection.  Her blood is so thin, that she was told to stay in bed because any cut or bump could cause her to bleed to death.

David, Janna, Brianna, and Megan drove to Janna’s parents.  It is her sister’s wedding shower and bachelorette party weekend. 

Dan won his opening wrestling match at Sharon in the Northwest Regional PIAA Tournament.  His win was in overtime.  He needs one more win to go on to the State tournament next week at Hershey.

Big Ben is caught up in another sex scandal. Even if it is another false accusation, he should have learned the first time to stay out of these situations.  This kind of behavior has no room on the Steelers.  It is time to rid ourselves of this distraction.

Thursday March 4, 2010

Sherri seems better today.  She went to see Dr. Ganabathi.  He said her urinary system including her kidneys look fine.  He called Dr. Cunningham and suggested a stomach x-ray.  Cunningham agreed so Sherri went over to the hospital for the x-ray.  She should have the results back Friday.  

Wednesday March 3, 2010

Sherri is still running a temperature, though it is not as bad.  She is throwing up and she can’t get warm. She is still really sick.  The visiting nurses came and sent information down to her doctor.

The Pirates began their spring training schedule.  Of course they lost.  I ordered MLB.TV for this season.  This is where every major league game (except the Pirates) can be watched through the internet.

Tuesday March 2, 2010

Sherri ran a temperature of 102.2 all day.  When I got home from work, I called the doctor.  She said to give her Tylenol around the clock. It brought the temp down to around 100.  She still had a fever as of early Wednesday morning.

Monday March 1, 2010

Sherri and I went to Allegheny General Hospital.  We really liked Dr. Murali.  He spent at least a couple of hours working with her and looking at her tests from the past month or so. Dr. Murali is a specialist in cardiovascular medicine.   He agreed that the tricuspid valve is leaking profusely.  He thinks it should be fixed by putting a ring over it.  It seems it is too risky to replace the valve.  However, it needs to be determined if her heart is even strong enough to have open-heart surgery.  So, she will have all kinds of things checked out here over the next week or so - checking for infections, etc.  Then on March 18 she will have a heart cath. to determine the status of the heart. If it checks out, they will schedule the open-heart surgery.  If not, they will try to treat her with medicine.  Sherri's attitude is that if the Lord wants her to have this surgery, then he will clear the way for it.  If He doesn't, then He will cause the surgeons to determine the risk is too high.

Lue reported that Taylor had her weekly doctor's appointment today (Monday).  She is basically unchanged.  Jess said that she is no worse, and slightly better.  She has a lingering cough and stuffiness.  However, the doctor said that it's great that she has no signs of infection in her ears, etc.  She is very happy and playing.  Jess says she notices a change for the better in her crawling around, etc.  She doesn't have to go back to the doctor until a week from Wednesday.

Jared’s parents came over to their place for supper for his 29th birthday.  So Jared had a 3-day celebration.  
Sunday February 28, 2010

I cooked Jared ribs for his birthday.

Saturday February 27, 2010

Dan took 2nd place in the district wrestling tournament at 160 lb.. Nick Schrecengost of Redbank, Kelly’s (a co-worker of mine) son took third at 112 pounds. 
An 8.8 earthquake hit Chile.

Friday February 26, 2010

No school today.  This day will be added to the end of the year.

Gary and Karen left for their trip.  They will fly to Atlanta, then to Puerto Rico, where they catch a cruise ship. They will meet up with Matt, Kate, and the kids in Atlanta.  Matt and Kate got the cruise for Gary and Karen as a Christmas present.

Thursday February 25, 2010

Looks like another storm is coming and we may miss school on Friday.  

I got caught up watching American Idol.

Wednesday February 24, 2010

Sherri spent the night at the sleep lab.  She flunked!  That means she must go back and spend another night in two weeks.  She doesn’t quit breathing but it gets so shallow that it is hard on her heart.

Tuesday February 23, 2010

Gary and Karen are only a couple days away from leaving the beauty of snow-covered Clarion and the fresh, crisp night air for a cruise in the warmth of the sub-tropics.

Monday February 22, 2010

Brody and Hannah came back again this evening.  Hannah can eat mandarin oranges, like they are going out of style.

Sunday February 21, 2010

Brody came over for the first time.  He really wasn’t very interested as he slept the entire time he was here.

Saturday February 20, 2010

Twila remained sick though she was a little better by evening.  I took her back home around 11 am.  She had to cancel Drew’s birthday lunch.  He will be up in a couple weeks.

I went to sweep the floor but the sweeper died. So I went off to K-Mart and bought another.  By the time I got it home and put it together, I lost my ambition to sweep.

Frank and Lue saw a notice on the BiLo bulletin board.  A woman was selling her son train set and table.  Frank went and bought it.  I want to go out to see it tomorrow.

Friday February 19, 2010

Perhaps one of the reasons Sherri has been so sick is that she has had the flu.  Twila again stayed with her all day.  By the time I got home from work, Twila was not feeling very well. By 6 pm she was really sick, throwing up, diarrhea, chills, pain, etc.  She got so sick that by 8:30 that she called and had me come to get her.  She stayed all night, sleeping in the chair in the living room.  Sherri slept on the couch so she could be with her.  (Twila didn’t want to go to a bed; she thought it better to recline in the chair.)

Taylor Coull is sick.  Taylor has been getting shots to prevent RSV (respiratory syncytial virus) but she got it anyway.  This is a lung problem and makes her susceptible to bronchitis and pneumonia.  So, we are praying that doesn’t happen.
Thursday February 18, 2010

Sherri had a real bad day but by evening she started to seem better.  Stan and Sandy Sowl brought over supper (pork roast).  Twila stayed with Sherri the entire day.

Brianna called to say thanks for the valentine card.

Wednesday February 17, 2010

Sherri got home from the hospital but she is not doing very well. 

Brody’s jaundice is ok.  He does not need a lamp.

Tuesday February 16, 2010

Megan went to the doctors.  Her one ear is doing pretty well and the other is great.  She is in the 95th percentile in height.

Dr. Cunningham told Sherri that she has three things going on that are all mysteries to her.  She ordered another CT scan today.  If her kidneys have been reduced in swelling, she will come home Wednesday and then see Dr. Ganabathi went he returns from Hawaii at the beginning of next week.  If the kidneys are the same or worse, she will go to Pittsburgh this week.

Monday February 15, 2010

Sherri is still in the hospital and snow is still in the forecast.

Brody is a little jaundice.  He must go back for another test on Wednesday.  If there is no or little change, he will have to get a jaundice lamp.

Sunday February 14, 2010

Sherri remains in the hospital.  She didn’t feel very well today.  She had some ultrasounds. I watched the Daytona 500 and worked on presentations for in-services day on Monday.  The race was delayed a long time while they patched a pothole.

Saturday February 13, 2010

I don’t know if it’s the pain killers or what, but Sherri got real sick Saturday evening. She threw up all night and she is really swelling up.  She was doing fine during the day.  We did valentine cards for the grandchildren and I showed her the two new charms for her family necklace that I got her (one for Megan and another for Brody).

Frank and Lue treated me to a turkey dinner at Deb’s for my birthday.  Cindy, Zach, Kelly, Danny, Frank, and Lue were there.  It was really good.

Friday February 12, 2010

Sherri developed severe abdominal pain by late morning.  She called her doctor who called her an ambulance.  Her blood has been way too thin the past few days and she has been bleeding.  They think the blood has clotted near her kidneys.  They called Dr. Hrebinko’s office in Pittsburgh who wants her to stay in the Clarion Hospital until her blood is thicker.  If the pain doesn’t go away, they will transport her to Presby.  If it goes away, they will examine her in Pittsburgh on Wednesday.  Currently, she is on morphine to help her manage the pain. 
Cindy is in, staying with Lue for the weekend.  Cindy and Lue stopped at Jared & Missy’s to see Brody.

Thursday February 11, 2010

Missy was discharged.  She and Jared headed straight for DuBois.  After watching videos and signing papers, they were able to have Brody discharged.  Both Missy and Brody are doing real well except that they are both low of iron.  They got home around 2 pm. An hour later, Rick and Barb brought Hannah home and they stayed and helped them to get settled.  Sherri and I made a Mexican casserole and took over for supper.  Sherri got to hold Brody for a long time.  We got back home in time for the season debut of Survivor.

Wednesday February 10, 2010

School was canceled today as we got around 10” of snow.  And, it already canceled for Thursday.

Jared and I went to DuBois to see Brody.  He was doing real well and may get home on Thursday (or else Friday).  Missy is to get discharged on Thursday though she is anemic.  The doctor would like to keep her another day but he realizes she is too impatient, wanting to see Brody.

David said everything was shutdown at York.  Brianna said she had lots of snow and she did not got to daycare.  Megan is doing much better but still has a little improving to do - but she is much happier.
Tuesday February 9, 2010

I got lots of birthday wishes on my 57th birthday.  

Jared and his dad went to DuBois to be with Brody.  Jared felt much better about the entire situation after being there, seeing how well Brody was doing as well as the expertise of the doctors and staff.

Missy is doing well and is expected to be discharged on Thursday.

Monday February 8, 2010

Sherri went to the doctor.  She said that her bronchitis is back and had her purchase some breathing treatment machine.

Missy called just after noon and said her doctor was sending her to the hospital.  In another hour I got a call saying they were taking the baby within the next hour.  I left school at 2:30 pm and went to the hospital.  At 2:55 pm Brody was born.  Everything seemed to be going fine though they said he was breathing extra fast.  By evening they took him by helicopter to DuBois.  It is probably good that he is there where they specialize in premature babies.  However, it is hard for Missy.  She never got to touch him and only saw him for a couple of minutes.  Jared will head up to Dubois in the morning despite the storm warnings.

Sunday February 7, 2010

Sherri and I got wings from the Roadhouse and watch the Superbowl.  

I heard Mike Campbell is in serious condition with meningitis. I talked to his mother and she said he is in isolation at the Clarion Hospital.

Saturday February 6, 2010

We ended up with 8-10 inches of snow.  All the people who live along the southern tier of the state got lots and lots more (20” or more).

I made spaghetti and Sherri made a turtle cake.  Twila brought salad and Missy and Jared brought garlic bread.  Tari and Danny came in.  We celebrated my 57th birthday a few days early.  Missy, Jared, and Sherri went together and got me a Keurig single cup coffee brewer.
Friday February 5, 2010

Sherri’s doctor told her that her appointment in March is not to see a surgeon.  Rather, Dr. Cunningham is hoping that Dr. Murali will be able to give her a new pill that will help remedy some of the leaking of her valve and prevent her from needing surgery.  Needless to say, Sherri was happy to hear that there may be a pill out there that could help her.

One of the biggest snowfalls in 100 years began.  Washington/Baltimore area is suppose to get 24”-30”.

Thursday February 4, 2010

Tuesday evening Dan was involved in a wreck that totaled his car and sent the driver of the other car to the hospital.  A woman came down Toby Hill out of control and ran into Dan and a few of his buddies.  No one in Dan’s car was hurt.

Megan has an ear infection and it popped her ear drum.  David said it is rare for this to cause permanent damage to her hearing.  However, she was in great pain.  Janna’s parents came down for the week to help out with her.
Wednesday February 3, 2010

Sherri’s doctor called and said that she and Dr. Stracci, Sherri’s cardiologist, went over her test results.  They believe the leakage is worse than it had been. Dr. Stracci wants her to see another specialist at Allegheny General on March 2.  They also want her to spend a night at the sleep lab on Feb 24. 

Tuesday February 2, 2010

Sherri had a test done on her heart.  It showed that the tricuspid valve is leaking quite a bit and there is a hole there.  The next step is to meet with her heart doctor and see if he thinks she can continue without having surgery.

Missy was told by her doctor that she will be taken off the anti-labor medicine on Friday.  That means she may go four more weeks before delivery OR it could be in as little as 2-3 hours.
Hannah has another ear infection.  Her doctor said if she has one more this winter, she will have to have tubes put in her ears.
Monday February 1, 2010

Hannah got promoted to a new room and new teacher at daycare. She is now in with older kids (1 to 2 yr olds) and she seems to really like it.

Missy got all kinds of gifts from fellow teachers and administrators.  She got gift cards to places like the Pub, KFC, Bob’s Subs.  Others sent over frozen casseroles for her to be able to pop into the oven.  

Sunday January 31, 2010

Linda & Dan came over to bring the pizza that we ordered from the fund raiser.  They stayed awhile.  It seems Dan has decided to go back to the 160 lb weight class.  Dan thought is was pretty funny that I go to bed at 8:00 most evenings. As they were leaving, Gary and Karen came by.  Then Jared, Missy, and Hannah came over for supper.  Missy had wanted sloppy joes and macaroni and cheese.  Of course Hannah did another performance of the Hokey Pokey.

Saturday January 30, 2010

I got home from the retreat at Cherry Run around 4 pm.  Hannah came over in the evening and did some coloring.

Friday January 29, 2010

The Elders went to Cherry Run for the weekend for a retreat to focus on planning, praying, and getting to know one another better.  Dave Hrisack is the caretaker of the camp and he met us there as we arrived.  Most are staying overnight, but I thought I should be home with Sherri, so I drove back at 10:30 pm and will head back down at 7:30 Saturday morning.  Guy Felmlee opened the retreat with devotions and he cooked dinner.  He will also cook breakfast and lunch on Saturday. 
Thursday January 28, 2010

School was delayed 2 hours today (C-L, ACV, KEY canceled) and all schools are on a 2-hour delay Friday because of cold.

Luke and Susan LeVan took Missy and Jared supper.
Wednesday January 27, 2010

Though she had some pain today, Sherri seemed to have a pretty good day.  She did laundry and some other things around the house.

The Clarion Glass Plant will close – over 400 jobs will be lost.  This will be a huge blow to this area.  

Tuesday January 26, 2010

Missy had tests at the hospital and everything is fine.  Since she is off work about a month before her delivery, she is concerned about not having enough time to be off the rest of the school term.  She may have to go back in May.
Monday January 25, 2010

Sherri seemed much better to me today.

Missy is not to go back to work until after the baby is born.  They got to see very good ultra-sound pictures of the baby.

We had our annual business meeting at church. 

Sunday January 24, 2010

After church, Dude went with me to the Y and gave me a thorough tour. 

Saturday January 23, 2010

Gizmo went to the Groomers.
Sherri’s monitoring device is screwing up the phone lines.
Friday January 22, 2010

Charlie Bartley came and hooked up equipment to the phone line – scales, blood pressure machine, and oxygen reader.  Sherri must take her vitals each morning at 9:30 and these are all transmitted in through the phone.

Missy is still having pain.  She has a very important ultra sound on Monday.

Thursday January 21, 2010

The visiting nurses came today.  They said they will send someone to hook some device to the telephone.  This will be used for Sherri to send in her vital readings daily.  

Missy, Jared, Hannah, and Twila came for supper.  We ordered from Vinny’s (pizza and stromboli).  Scott came just before supper with cake that BeeDee sent up.  It was Hawaiian Wedding Cake and it was really good.

Mary Ann brought Sherri roses.

Wednesday January 20, 2010

Sherri got home after waiting for about three hours for the hospital to get her discharge papers ready.  Her mother had her room ready (bed made, etc.).  Also, Becky and Nicole were waiting to see her when we arrived.  She seems to be doing ok but by supper time her urine looked like pure blood.  I don’t know what that means, if anything.

Hannah discovered M&M’s.

Tuesday January 19, 2010

Dr. Cunningham said Sherri may get home on Wednesday.  I think she is much better.  She is really missing her own bed.

David called and said he has strep throat. 

Monday January 18, 2010

Today was an in-service day at school.  We had a health-awareness fair.  The Clarion County Y gave us all a one-month free membership.

Missy went to the hospital for tests.  She got an injection to slow everything down.  She will be off work through next Monday, when it will be determined if she can go back or not.

Sherri did not get home and may not for a day or two.  They found that she was low of blood and were giving her two unit this evening.  I asked her nurse for a diagnosis.  She said that her original respiratory problem was not normal bronchitis, rather she has chronic COPD.

Sunday January 17, 2010

Dr. David Waltz, the director of SBC PA Convention, drove up from Harrisburg this morning to deliver the sermon.  When church was over, he drove back.

Sherri seems better but she still has some wheezing.  Maybe she’ll get home Monday.

Saturday January 16, 2010

Missy is having contractions and will call the doctor on Monday.  Hannah was over and seemed to be doing pretty well. Sherri is a bit better.  I will guess that she gets home Monday or Tuesday.  She said Rick called her and that Tari was in.

Friday January 15, 2010

Sherri remains sick and in the hospital.  Hannah is not much better.

Thursday January 14, 2010

Hannah had a doctor appointment and has ear infections.

Sherri was admitted to the hospital.  I expect her to be in at least two or three days.

Wednesday January 13, 2010

The big news of the day was the double murder – suicide of a man just outside of Oil City.  The man killed his wife, a state trooper, and then himself.  The flags will be at half-mast throughout the state.

Sherri finally started feeling better this past weekend but is now sicker than ever.

David called and said that everything is well with them though Brianna had to stay home Tuesday because she had a high temperature.  She was better by yesterday.

Tuesday January 12, 2010

I had a meeting at the church so I missed the season debut of American Idol – though I have it recorded. 

I woke up this morning to find I left the doors of the van open and the garage door up all night.

Monday January 11, 2010

Newsworthy day.  Simon to quit American Idol and a big shocker – McGwire took steroids.

Sunday January 10, 2010

Sherri hung out at Hannah’s while I went to a thirty-minute meeting at the church that lasted for almost 2 hours.

Saturday January 9, 2010

Jared had his cell phone locked.  That should protect it from Hannah, right?  No!   She somehow got it unlocked and then, more mind-boggling, she managed to dial 911.  Soon, Jared was getting a call wanting to know the nature of his emergency.

Friday January 8, 2010

School was canceled.  Dude came and plowed out the driveway again.

We went over to Jared & Missy’s for a little bit in the evening.

Frank, Lue, Danny, and Tari went to Salamanca for the next couple of nights.

Thursday January 7, 2010

The television is warning that there may be school delays or cancelations on Friday.

Wednesday January 6, 2010

I came out of work at 4:30 to find ice all over the car.  Winter continues to rage and we see that several inches of new snow are on the way Thursday evening through Saturday morning.

Tuesday January 5, 2010

Sherri blood thickness is back to normal (her doctor called).

The snow blowing continues.

Monday January 4, 2010

The snow keeps coming assuring that everything stays pure white outside.  It is actually very pretty.  After school I snow-blowed and then walked.  

Sunday January 3, 2010

Two minutes before the start of worship service, the downtown area of Clarion lost it’s power, including the church.  We had no electric or heat for the service.  However, it turned out to be just fine.

The Steelers won but were eliminated from a spot in the playoffs.

Saturday January 2, 2010

I put away the Christmas tree and other decorations today.
Friday January 1, 2010

Lue dropped off some shells - they were good.  We had them and leftover sauerkraut for supper. 
Sherri had to stop her cumadin because her blood is really thin.  She is getting lots of nose bleeds.

Thursday December 31, 2009

New Year’s Eve – I made pork & sauerkraut for supper.  Missy, Jared, Hannah, and Twila came over.  Dude and Linda stopped by after they went to the Gold Eagle for dinner.  Lue had everyone to her house.  We decided not to go out and infect all them with colds and pink eye.

Sherri made it to see the ball drop but I didn’t.  I fell asleep with about 15 minutes to go.  Sherri said it was sad to see Dick Clark in his post-stroke condition.

Wednesday December 30, 2009

Sherri went to the doctor.  They wanted to put her in the hospital but Sherri talked them out of it – at least until Monday (if she’s not better).  They gave her a breathing treatment and put her on antibiotics and steroids.

Missy is trying to get to see the doctor and Jared is still under the weather.  

Tuesday December 29, 2009

Sherri is still not doing too well.

Again, Dude plowed me out in the mid-morning.

Don and Chris came in to visit for an hour or so.  

Monday December 28, 2009

We got about 5” of snow overnight.  I was getting dressed to go out and snow blow when I heard something out in the driveway.  It was Dude on his 4 wheeler plowing me out. 

I went to Brookville and had a box that controls the heater blower replaced in the van.
Sunday December 27, 2009

Sherri was still sick.  She had to miss Becky’s (Clark Johnson) shower and the party at Fran and Ron’s.  

The party was a good one.  Lots of food and it was good to see everyone.  BeeDee was the winner of the door prize game that was called “Pass It Left Or Right.”

Saturday December 26, 2009

Today was a relaxing and uneventful day.  I listened to the top 40 from 6 am to 10 am (as I usually do each week).  I worked on my Sunday School lesson that focuses on the Magi.

Sherri is pretty sick.  She has a terrible cold or whatever and is throwing up.  She was up most of the night.  

Friday December 25, 2009

We really enjoyed Christmas Day.

I slept in until 7:30.  David called and told us that Brianna was up and getting at opening her gifts.  Missy, Jared, Hannah, and Twila came around 11 am.  Missy had made a breakfast casserole and Twila brought muffins.  I cooked some sausage and we ate breakfast then opened gifts.

We got Missy a Keurig coffeepot and she seemed to like it.  She made us coffee and hot chocolate.

In the afternoon, Sherri and Twila went to Dude and Linda’s for brisket and Missy, Jared, and I went to Frank & Lue’s for ham.

While cutting the brisket, Dude cut his finger with the electric knife and then passed (or nearly passed) out two or three times.  They took him to the ER and he got stitches.  Any deeper, he would have had to go to Pittsburgh for surgery.  However, he was able to go home and have Christmas dinner. 

Thursday December 24, 2009

In the morning I went to Brookville to see why my front heater blower wasn’t working.  It needs a part that they will put in on Monday.

Twila, Sherri, and I went to Jared and Missy’s for Christmas Eve dinner.  It was really good. They had prime rib that they had ordered from QVC, twice baked potatoes, and I made Red Lobster style biscuits.  

Next, we went to church for the Christmas Eve service.  It was really nice and I felt the Lord was honored for this great thing He did for us.  He gave up everything for thirty some years and became a human being.

We finished the night at Frank & Lue’s.  We gave Danny a solar system model that asks questions about the planets.  Danny is really into anything about space.  We also got him three more John Deer action men. 

Wednesday December 23, 2009

Kelly Schrecengost, an instructional aide at school, gave me a box of candy and a couple lottery tickets for Christmas.  I won nothing on the first ticket.  But, on the second ticket, I hit two matches and won $100.  Thanks Kelly for a great present.

School is out until January 4th.  Yippee!  

Tuesday December 22, 2009

I hear a lot of people already complaining about winter, though today is officially just the first full day of the season.  As I was walking Gizmo, I came to the realization that I actually like the cold and the snow.  We were comfortable, it looked pretty, and the air seemed like it was fresher than usual. I recalled many walks in the summer when I was so miserable because of the humidity.  I guess I just like all the different seasons, though I would much rather be cold than hot.  As long as the roads are ok to go where I need to go, then I will take what the Good Lord provides.  Anyway, I hope everyone enjoys winter.  And for those of you who don’t, just look at the bright side.  There are no ants, mosquitoes, and you can leave your pet in the car without frying him.

Monday December 21, 2009

Hannah was not feeling well so she went to the doctor in the afternoon.  She has pink eye in both eyes.

Sunday December 20, 2009

We left David & Janna’s around 10 am and had a good trip back that included a stop at the Olive Garden in State College.  We had a really good time this weekend.  Brianna is a lot of fun and Megan is already cooing and trying to talk.

Jared, Rick, Brian Luton, and Dude went to the Steelers game and saw a whopper.  Ben had over 500 yards and the Steelers won with no time left on the clock.

Saturday December 19, 2009

The snow storm lasted all day here in York.  My guess is that it snowed at least twelve inches.  

We opened Christmas gifts.  Brianna played a lot with a Go Fishing game that Sherri and I had given her.
Friday December 18, 2009

Twila, Sherri, and I traveled to York.  We got there in time to see Brianna and Megan perform in the Christmas program at their daycare.  It was a lot of fun seeing the program and, of course, it was great to see David, Janna, Brianna, and Megan.

Thursday December 17, 2009

Missy had a doctor appointment.  It was determined that she will have her baby on March 1, which happens to be Jared’s birthday.

Wednesday December 16, 2009

Sherri had her Share-n-Care party and then Jared, Missy, and Hannah brought over Pizza Hut pizza for supper.

Tuesday December 15, 2009

Sherri and her mother wrapped presents today and Sherri made her vegetable pizza bar to take to her Share-n-Care party tomorrow.

Monday December 14, 2009

I figured this was about the last day to shop online and be certain it would be here before Christmas.  So, I bought one item.

Sunday December 13, 2009

What a Sunday morning!  Ice everywhere.  We picked up Twila at 9:05 am.  As I backed out of her driveway and onto our street, the van started sliding sideways down the hill.  I managed to inch the back tires to the edge of Beans’ yard, with the van resting across the street.  I knew our only recourse was to hope the township salt truck came along. I called the church on my cell phone to tell them I wouldn’t be there to teach.  Then I noticed I was as close to running out of gas as one could get.  I tried to call Gary to see if he had some salt.  I though maybe he could walk through the various neighbor’s yards, but he wasn’t home.  After 45 minutes, the salt truck came along.  We made it to church at 9:55 and I was able to teach half of my lesson.  After church I got gas. I had more than I thought. Sitting on the hill sideways made the gauge reading inaccurate. I had to ask myself later in the morning, “Was the Lord worth all that?”  Of course the answer is a resounding YES and much more!

Saturday December 12, 2009

Sherri and I went to Cranberry Township to do some Christmas shopping. We went to Toys R Us and Target.  Of course we visited the Lube.  We got back in time for Sherri to make a Christmas party for women at Nicole Fraunfelters’.

Friday December 11, 2009

One more Friday to work in 2009.   This was the coldest day since March 3 but that suits Gizmo just fine.  He loves to run in this weather.  When we go for our walk and it’s cold like this, he doesn’t want to stop.  I have to drag him back to the car.                     

Thursday December 10, 2009

Sherri went to a Christmas luncheon with Becky and Jackie at Dorothy Knights’.  Then they went shopping up at the Cranberry Mall until 8 pm.

Wednesday December 9, 2009

Wow!  Lots of wind today; I wonder how my garbage can managed to stay put.

Tuesday December 8, 2009

Sherri decorated the Christmas tree today.

Monday December 7, 2009

For the first time in her life, Hannah went to view Gomer’s Lights.  And, she really liked them.  

Sunday December 6, 2009

There is nothing I enjoy more than Sunday morning worship.  There is no better thing than getting together with other followers of Jesus and spending an hour marveling at the wonders of the LORD.  

Saturday December 5, 2009

We had our Church Christmas Party tonight.  Sherri made barbequed meatballs that were really good.

Friday December 4, 2009

Jared, Missy, and Hannah traveled to David & Janna’s.

Sherri and I listened to Clarion almost upset Farrell, the number one team in the state.  Dan scored a TD and threw for a 2-pt conversion.

Thursday December 3, 2009

I hate it when I lose a credit card.  And, that’s what I may have done this week.  I went to Klingensmiths’ Tuesday and I made a pickup at the drive-through.  I think they put my card in the bag and it got thrown away.

Wednesday December 2, 2009

Sherri went shopping with Jody Kiehl.  Missy and Jared said they were making plans to go to York this weekend.  They got a new king size bed and said it is huge.  Missy said she may need a latter to get up in it.

Tuesday December 1, 2009

I began to stay after school to work out.  

Monday November 30, 2009

No school today because it was buck day.  I fixed a leak, did some online banking and online shopping.  Sherri went to lunch with Becky and Karla.

Sunday November 29, 2009

Mike Fraunfelter was ordained and installed as Assistant Pastor yesterday.  We had a covered dish dinner following church.  

Saturday November 28, 2009

Frank and I went to Brockway to watch Clarion beat Coudersport 7-0 for the District 9 Championship.

Friday November 27, 2009

I took my van to Brookville for a $20 oil change.  I ended up there for over 3 hours and paid $550.  They found a hole in the front tire, the brakes needed replaced, and it needed a wheel alignment.

Tari, Frank, Lue, and Danny came over at supper for leftovers and then we played a game called Apples to Apples.  Rob and Lexi came in too.

Thursday November 26, 2009

Thanksgiving Day.  My favorite holiday of the year.  I love turkey and family and I most enjoy getting it all ready.  Sherri did a lot this year to get ready and she made a lot of things.  So did Missy (she made 3 or 4 dishes). I got up at 3:30 and had the turkey cooking by 4:30 am.  We had a great day. I had lots of help, especially in cleaning up and cleaning dishes.  Frank, Lue, Danny, Jared, Missy, Hannah, BeeDee, Scott, Tari, Mike, Fran, Ron (the chief turkey carver). Sherri and I were there for dinner at 12:20 pm.  Later on the following stopped by:  Rob, Jess, Austin, Lexi, Taylor, Dude, Linda, Dan, Mallory, Alisha, Craig, Babe, Tracy, and Twila.   Frank was the last one to go home somewhere after 10 pm. 

Wednesday November 25, 2009

Fran & Ron sent Sherri a real nice Thanksgiving floral centerpiece.  We got ready for Thanksgiving.  Sherri made 24-hour salad for the first time.  When I went to bed, I set the alarm clock for 3:30 am.

Tuesday November 24, 2009

I learned this morning that the school board voted (Monday night) to leave things as they are at the Career Center.  For a while it seemed almost certain that we would change from a 3 year program to a 2 years.

Monday November 23, 2009

Today was Danny’s 4th birthday.  His birthday party was at the Strattanville American Legion, in the same room where I spent first and second grade.  It was a surprise party and he was really surprised.

Sunday November 22, 2009

We had a dinner at the church to honor Pastor Keith who has been with us for ten years.  Afterwards, I watched the Steelers play.  The dinner was the better of the two.

Saturday November 21, 2009

Today was Hannah’s birthday party.  I made buffalo chicken dip and ice cream in the morning while I listened to the countdown.  Hannah had a blast.  She loved her toys and played non-stop for several hours.  In fact, she was still going strong when Sherri and I went home around 6 pm.

Attending the party: Jared, Missy, Hannah, Barb, Rick, Jared’s aunt and uncle (can’t remember their names), Dan, Lori, Dick, Joe, Lynne, Fran, Ron, BeeDee, Scott, Tari, Mike, Frank, Lue, Danny, Laura, Alisha, Sherri and me.  Then, after the football game, more arrived:  Dude, Linda, Rick, Twila, Craig, Mallory, and Dan.

I dreamed tonight that Rick was treating me to lunch next Saturday in Brockway.

Friday November 20, 2009

Jared and Hannah got the swine flu vaccine.

Thursday November 19, 2009

I walked Gizmo in the rain.  It seems like it has been a long, long time since it rained.  This has been an unbelievably great November (re. weather).  So far, this is the fifth warmest November on record.

Wednesday November 18, 2009

I stopped after school to visit Edith Hulse.  She is expecting to get home next week.  She hasn’t been home since the first week of September.

Missy and Jared discovered that Hannah has been throwing away things in the garbage can. (hmm! What happened to that diamond ring?)

Tuesday November 17, 2009

The Clarion/Cameron County district semi-final game has been scheduled for 1 pm Saturday, the exact time Hannah’s party will be going on.

Monday November 16, 2009

I bought a turkey at Comet.  Sherri had a doctor appointment – no problems.

Sunday November 15, 2009

I watched the Steelers lose to the Bengals 18-12.  The Steelers did not score a touchdown.

We had a meeting after church to review a new proposed constitution.  

Saturday November 14, 2009

I spent several hours working on the yard.  While trying to start my leaf blower, my hand slipped and flew back and hit the rail of the garage door, slicing my finger really bad.  I got it to stop bleeding without going for stitches.  Boy does it hurt!

Gary, Karen, Jared, Missy, Hannah, Sherri, and me met at Red Lobster for dinner.  Missy and Jared bought a new bed while at Dubois.
Friday November 13, 2009

I went to the Elk County Catholic at Clarion Area football game.  It was the first round of the district 9 playoffs.  Clarion won 29-2.  Dan had a good game.  He also caught another touchdown pass on the same gadget play they ran during the first game of the season.  Elk County entered the game with a 4-5 record.  I have no idea why that qualifies them for the playoffs.  And, Redbank is in the playoffs with a 3-6 mark.  Clarion will have a very, very tough game next week against Cameron County (who only has one loss).

Thursday November 12, 2009

We kept Hannah while Missy and Jared went out for supper.  She can take 4 to 6 steps at a time now.

Wednesday November 11, 2009

Brianna called tonight.  She said she liked chocolate.  I think she had some Halloween candy tonight since she ate all her dinner.

Sherri went with Becky Brooks (and her sister Mary) to Rachael’s near Mercer for lunch.  Then they went to Volant. 

Tuesday November 10, 2009

Long Elders Meeting tonight.  

The transition from National City Bank to PNC has been completed. From my perspective, it went off without a hitch.  I think the lack of problems was mostly due to Rick’s programming expertise.
Monday November 9, 2009

It is hard to stay up for those Monday night games but they always do great in primetime.  The Steelers are looking good but a very big game coming up Sunday on short rest.

Sunday November 8, 2009

David told me that all four of his family went to the Giant Center in Hershey this weekend to watch Disney on Ice.  He said that Brianna really enjoyed it.  They had a suite with couches and so forth.

Saturday November 7, 2009

Today was a busy day.  After listening to the countdown for a couple of hours, I went to a breakfast meeting at the Holiday Inn.  Dr. Scipione, a professor from Reformed Presbyterian Theological Seminary of Pittsburgh, is our presenter for our fall Bible Conference. This breakfast was training for church leaders and focused on how to effectively minister to the individual and families who make up the church.  He spoke again at 5 pm at the church and again at 7 pm with a dinner in between.  He will lead both Sunday School and Church on Sunday morning.

I managed to spend about three hours working on leaves.  

Sherri didn’t have a good day.  She was in lots of pain and then she started to bleed a lot in her urine.

Friday November 6, 2009

Sherri seems to be much better though she still has a little ways to go.  

Thursday November 5, 2009

I had open house tonight so I didn’t get home until after 8 pm.  We always get a huge turnout.  Tom and Pat Lewis were one of the grandparents that toured the building as well as their student’s Career-Technical Program.  That’s right, I use to teach some of my friends’ children, now I am teaching their grandchildren. 

Wednesday November 4, 2009

On my way home from school, I picked up Sherri at the hospital.  They concluded she has nothing seriously wrong, though they said she may be in the early stages of the flu.  She started an antibiotic that she must take four times per day.

Tuesday November 3, 2009

Today was Election Day.  Frank carried 61% of the votes to be elected to a full term as Clarion Township Supervisor.  Dude had the 2nd most votes and will serve as Clarion Borough Councilman.

Sherri had a CT scan but it didn’t show anything wrong.  Wednesday she will have a couple of scopes.  She still has lots of blood in her urine and is being given morphine to reduce her pain.

Monday November 2, 2009

Sherri was hospitalized shortly after noon today.  She is in a lot of pain in her back, she has lots of blood in her urine, and she has lots of other problems.  They are going to do a CT scan sometime Tuesday.

Sunday November 1, 2009

Sherri made it to church today, we went to Perkins for lunch, went shopping at Walmart and then took a short drive through Mechanicsville and Tin Town.

Saturday October 31, 2009

Rick, Laura, Drew, and Twila stopped by for a visit.  They showed us their pictures of Zion National Park.  It looked like quite an experience.  Rick was jealous of all the leaves I had.

Hannah came over in her lion suit.  Danny came as spider man. 

David said Brianna was dressing up as a witch.

Today was the last day for Daylight Saving Time.

Friday October 30, 2009

Reunion at the Cemetery: While in the Clarion Cemetery walking Gizmo and listening to the book “The Lost Symbol,” Gary and Karen pulled in and we chatted for a while.  Soon after they went on their way, Bob and Andrea Larson came by and we talked for about ten minutes.  Could there be any better place to meet on the eve of Halloween?

Thursday October 29, 2009

Hannah came over tonight to show us how she can walk a couple of steps.  When asked how old she will be on her birthday, she holds up one finger.

Sherri and I got some wings from Daddy’s.  They were supposed to be medium, but they were so hot we couldn’t eat them.

Wednesday October 28, 2009

Hannah is doing better.  And, she took a couple of steps for Grandpa Beggs today.

Tuesday October 27, 2009

Hannah is still sick.  Missy came home at mid-day.  Jared had to fly to Indiana for work meetings.

I spent 2 ½ hours on the lawn.

Monday October 26, 2009

Hannah went to see her doctor.  He said the ER misdiagnosed her.  She does not have an ear infection.  He was concerned that she did have influenza A.  So, he sent them to the lab for blood work.  The test for influenza was negative but her white count is very high.  It will take 3 days for cultures to be grown to know exactly what is going on.  There is concern that infection got into her blood.

Sunday October 25, 2009

The Steelers won a thrilling game at home against the Vikings.  Actually, the defense won the game.  Matt Clark came up from South Carolina to go to the game and Don Walters came from North Carolina and also attended the game.

Hannah is still sick.  Missy will take off Monday to see if she can get her into see the baby doctor.

Saturday October 24, 2009

I worked on leaves for a while today.  It seemed after two hours, that I made very little progress.  Missy made beef stroganoff and sent some over to Sherri and me for supper.  It was really good.  Friday night I went to bed at 6:30 pm and then got up at 2:30 pm for the day.  Saturday seemed like it some substantial length to it.

Friday October 23, 2009

Two of Missy’s students were confirmed to have the H1N1 virus.  Her superintendent told her to seek her doctor’s advice immediately since pregnant women are at high risk from this virus.  She left school and, with difficulty, was able to get vaccinated. 

Thursday October 22, 2009

Last night a request came across the prayer chain for a 3-year-old girl who has the H2N1 virus and is running a very high temperature and is in serious condition.

As I hoped for, the Angels stayed alive so I will get to watch baseball Saturday night.

Sherri talked to Brianna for a little bit in early evening.  Sherri is beginning to organize her family pictures on Facebook.

I talked to Danny for a little bit.  He was telling what he wanted for his birthday and what he was wearing for Halloween. 

Wednesday October 21, 2009

Sherri went to the doctor today – she has bronchitis.

Missy and Jared are being invaded by lady bugs.

The Phillies win the National League Championship.

Tuesday October 20, 2009

I got back to work today and then came home and got started on the leaves on the lawn.  I then watched the Yankees, Angel’s game and got to bed around midnight.

Monday October 19, 2009

I guess Scott was busy today as he was in charge of his brother Dean’s final arrangements.

BeeDee said Don is coming up next weekend to go to the Steeler’s, Vikings game in Pittsburgh.  He is going with Tom Hilliard, a friend of his for decades.

Gizmo went to the Groomers today.  He got $10 off for an Autumn Leaf special.

As I figured, Sherri is getting the bug I have had for the past 4-5 days.  Twila said that in the kindergarten class that she assists, 8 of the 16 kids were home sick today.

Sunday October 18, 2009

I got Sherri a cake from Sarah Jane’s in Fryburg.  Missy, Jared, and Hannah came over for supper.  

I didn’t go to church today and I called off work for Monday.  Hopefully, another day and I will get back at it.

Saturday October 17, 2009

Brianna was a flower girl in Janna’s cousins wedding.  The wedding was near Uniontown.  Brianna did really well and she danced a lot at the reception.

I was still under the weather today and did nothing much.

Sherri got a couple of charms for her bracelet today as a birthday gift.

Friday October 16, 2009

I listened to the Clarion/Karns City game on the radio while I watched baseball.  I still didn’t feel very well.  

Thursday October 15, 2009

Sherri had doctor and dentist appointments today.  Then, she and Jody Kiehl went out to supper and shopping.  So she had a long day.

There is something going around school and some teachers and students have caught some bug.  Yesterday, I joined them.  I was in bed soon after I got home.  When I first went to bed, I watched the breaking story of a boy who was missing after accidentally going up in his father’s balloon that flew for 20 miles before it came down.  It turns out that he was hiding in a box in the garage’s attic.

Wednesday October 14, 2009

The night before, when we were out to dinner with the Clarks, Karen had told us about a homeless man that lived down by where she works (below the interstate).  So today, Sherri and couple of friends (Becky & Nicole) went to visit the man.  They took him an umbrella, sleeping bag, water, socks and other things.  Other than the lunch they bought him, he refused everything else.  He said that God would provide for him.

Tuesday October 13, 2009

We went to the Loomis with Gary and Karen.

Monday October 12, 2009

I missed a good ballgame (Philadelphia at Colorado) because I had meeting until after 10 pm at the church.

Sunday October 11, 2009

I watched the Steelers barely beat the Detroit Lions.  I made pork & sauerkraut today and got lots of rest.

Saturday October 10, 2009

Rick & Laura left for Vegas.  While there, they will travel to Zion National Park in Utah.  I looked at some pictures of the park tonight and concluded that it would boast some stunning views. We’ll see how they liked it.

Frank, Lue, and Danny were at Niagara Falls today.

Jared & Missy took their guests to the Iron Bridge for prime rib.  Hannah stayed with Sherri and me.  She played for a couple hours, ate supper, and watched a lot of Mickey Mouse on my laptop.

Friday October 9, 2009

Danny ate pizza all week and then today ate an entire hotdog.  Looks like he discovered food.

One of Jared’s college buddies and his wife are staying with Missy and Jared this weekend.

Thursday October 8, 2009

I take Gizmo for his walk each day at sunset.  The walks are getting earlier and earlier.  Today we were back shortly after 7 pm.  

I was glad the Rockies evened their series with the Phillies.  I am rooting for each series to go the distance. So, whichever team trails their series, that is who I’m for.

Wednesday October 7, 2009

I watched more baseball.  The home teams (Yankees, Phillies, and Dodgers) all won.

Tuesday October 6, 2009

I watched the American League Tie Breaker Game, Detroit at Minnesota.  It was nothing short of a fantastic game with the Twins winning in twelve innings.  The game was five hours long.  Tomorrow the playoffs begin and for the next week, there will be about three games per day.

The month of October is my favorite month of the year and my most dreaded.  I love October weather.  The entire month features baseball playoffs and the world series.  I wish I could watch every inning of every game.  However, staying up at night watching games makes the days at work very hard to get in because I get tired.  October baseball makes me long to be retired.

Monday October 5, 2009

Hannah had to come home from daycare with a 101.5 temperature.  Jared took her to the doctor.  She has infection in both ears.  Jared worked from home the rest of the day.

Sunday October 4, 2009

After church, I went uptown to get Bob Subs, funnel cakes, and cinnamon rolls. After they were gone, the Lutons headed back to York, leaving around 2 or 2:30.   

Danny went to the tractor show, rode four rides, and then ate two pieces of pizza at the Hut.

Saturday October 3, 2009

ALF Parade Day.  I made sloppy joes, cheese & bologna, and had soup.  Linda brought over a Mexican dip and Twila brought up pretzels, caramel corn and cupcakes.

I ran Sherri, Twila, Lue, and Danny up to the college to watch the parade.  Frank had been there for a couple of hours, saving their seats.  David, Janna, and Brianna walked up and met them there.

It was a very good day.  Let’s see if I can remember who all was here:  Sherri, David, Janna, Brianna, Megan, Jared, Missy, Hannah, Brad, Twila, Frank, Lue, Danny, Tari, Mike, Fran, Ron, Kelly and a friend, Gary, Karen, Linda, Alisha, Dan, Mallory, and me. (total 26)

Friday October 2, 2009

Sherri went up town for a few hours for Craft Day.

I made soup and snack mix and did a lot of cleaning.

David, Janna, Brianna, and Megan got here around 9:30.

Lue and Danny stopped in.  Danny brought Buzz and Woody with him.

Thursday October 1, 2009

Today would have been mom’s 74th birthday.

David said they would be here around 9 or 10 Friday evening.

I went to the Clarion – Redbank game. Clarion trailed 7-0 going to the last quarter and scored 4 touchdowns.

Wednesday September 30, 2009

Missy and Jared closed on their house today.  They had been permitted to move in a couple of weeks before the closing.  They celebrated by buying a big TV for their living room.  

David said they would decide by Thursday if they will come this weekend.

Beginning Thursday, the Derrick and The Clarion News will have their entire newspapers online.  Sherri likes to read the print version and I like to read online.

Tuesday September 29, 2009

Hannah had a doctor appointment with her Pediatrician.  The doctor thought she was doing great and was very impressed with the work that the doctor at Children’s Hospital had done (and wanted the name of that doctor for future reference). 

Monday September 28, 2009

While eating supper, Sherri and I began watching another season of Desperate Housewives.

I downloaded Bible Net from Bible.org.  This translation was developed for the purpose of providing a free, non-copyrighted Bible for use on the computer and permission to print.  It seems like it will be a great study Bible.

Sunday September 27, 2009

Megan got home from the hospital.  If everyone is feeling well by Friday, David & Janna are planning to come home for the ALF.

Not a great weekend for football.  The Bobcats, Nittany Lions, and Steelers all lost.  Rick & Laura were at the Penn State game Saturday night.  It was Laura’s first time there.

Saturday September 26, 2009

David said that Megan will definitely be in the hospital another day, if not longer.  

We went with Gary and Karen to Deb’s for turkey and then we stopped by to see Hannah while Jared showed Gary and Karen through the house.  The Clarks had big news.  Becky and her husband Jacob are expecting their first child in April.  It’s hard to believe that by next spring each of our families will have four grandchildren.  

Friday September 25, 2009

Punxy outplayed Clarion at the football game.  That was Clarion’s first loss.  As I look at the forecast, I guess I will turn on my furnace on Saturday.

Megan was hospitalized today.  She is running a temperature and her doctor said he doesn’t mess around with a fever for a baby under 2 months old.  She is expected to be in until at least Sunday. It will take that long for her results to come back.  By tonight, her temperature has come down some but she is dehydrated because she is not eating much or going to the bathroom.  Janna stayed with her all night.

Thursday September 24, 2009

We went over to see Hannah.  She seemed to be herself, having a blast playing and reading books.  Frank, Lue, and Danny stopped in while we were there. Her face looks much, much better.  Jared & Missy were told that the plastic surgeon, who stitched her up, was the best at Children’s Hospital.

In their last 26 games, the Pirates have won 3 and lost 23.  100 loses is now most likely.

Wednesday September 23, 2009

Jared said that Hannah was doing very well today.

Rooney went to a kennel where he will spend the last few days of his life.  As Forest Gump would say, ‘that’s all I want to say about that.’

Tuesday September 22, 2009

Missy called in the early afternoon as she was heading to the ER.  Rooney attacked Hannah.  He bit her on her forehead and on her eyelid.  Since she had to be still while they stitched her up, she had to be put under.  They did not want to do that in Clarion since she was so young, so they sent Missy and Jared to Children’s Hospital.  They returned around 10 pm.  She is expected to be fine.  Rick was keeping her yesterday.  They were down on the floor, reading a book, when all of a sudden, and for no apparent reason, Rooney leaped over Rick to go after Hannah.  Rooney must be kept alive for 10 days to make certain that he doesn’t have rabies.   I am certain he doesn’t but that is the law. Last night Rooney stayed with me. In the meantime, Jared is going to try to contact an animal rescue league to see if someone might want him.  He would be fine in a home with no children and no animals.

Monday September 21, 2009

I watched the first hour of A Face In The Crowd.  I’ll reserve my comments on it when I finish it.  Next, I watched the two-hour season premiere of House.  It was very, very good.

Sunday September 20, 2009

We went to Jared & Missy’s to watch the Steelers’ game.  They had all kinds of stuff to eat including the hottest peppers I have ever tried.

Saturday September 19, 2009

Frank came in mid-morning and said let’s go to the Pirate game.  So we did.  What a great day.  A woman came up to us as we approached the ticket window, asking us if we wanted a coupon for buy a ticket get one free.  We said sure.  So we go two seats above the Clemente Wall for $8 each.  The Pirates lost 2-1.  After the game we walked the trail along the river, past Heinz Field, and over to the new Casino.  What a great place to take a walk.  It was beautiful! Pitt was hosting Navy that evening, so there were people everywhere.  It was fun to be in the city on this day.

Sherri went to Book Club at Fran’s.  In the morning she made a couple dozen sandwiches for people from the church who were moving Joan Over.

Friday September 18, 2009

We went to the Clarion-Keystone football game.  Clarion won but it was not a good game.  If Keystone could tackle, they would have won the game.  Keystone is not a good place to watch football if you sit on the visitors side.  Unlike Moniteau, where you can see everything, you miss much of the game at this field.

Thursday September 17, 2009

While mowing the grass, I kept looking at the leaves on all the trees thinking it won’t be long until they are all on the ground.

Sherri made stuffed pepper soup. After we ate, Gizmo, Sherri, and I went to Missy and Jared’s and walked a trail behind their house with Jared, Missy, Hannah, and Rooney.  It seems they have lots of trails to hike behind their place.  One of them supposedly takes you to Trader Horn.

Wednesday September 16, 2009

Rob & Jess brought Taylor home today.  Perhaps, for the first time in many weeks, they can all have a “normal’ day.

Tuesday September 15, 2009

A 7 am truck accident on I-80, westbound between Shippenville and Knox, had all traffic getting off at the Shippenville exit.  Getting to work was a chore.  It took one of our teachers one hour to go from the Clarion exit to the school.

Sherri watched the season finale of Big Brother while I viewed the season debut of the Biggest Loser.  I guess, due to a lack of interest, the Pirate games are not being televised.  It seems they need to have more than five of us watch the games for it to be profitable to air.

I noticed that some of the trees have already starting to turn colors.

Monday September 14, 2009

Missy had her sonogram and found out that she is not having twins.  She also found out she is having a boy.

Rob & Jess’s baby, Taylor, was not allowed to come home.  She quit breathing a couple of times.  This is common with premature babies.  They will keep her a few more days and then when she does come home, she will have a monitor that will alert Jess if she stops breathing.

Sunday September 13, 2009

The day included church, lunch at Deb’s, cooking a pot roast, and the usual walk with Gizmo.  In other words, the kind of lazy, old fashion Sunday that I love.

Saturday September 12, 2009

Missy and Jared moved.  We began at 8 am and were finished by 2 pm.  Dude brought his big enclosed trailer.  With it and our other vehicles, we made it in about 3 trips.  Dude not only brought a big trailer, he brought lots of people: Linda, Alisha, Craig, and Dan.  Along with Barb, Rick, Sherri, Brian, Ashley, Missy, Jared, and me, we had lots of help.  Twila had organized lunch with people from the church, so we had lots to eat for lunch.  Rooney seems like he really likes his new place. He has lots of yard and lots of woods behind that. 

Friday September 11, 2009

It is hard to believe that the attack on 9-11 was 8 years ago.  

Sherri and I debated back and forth whether we would go to the ACV/Clarion football game.  We finally decided that when considering the forecast and the team Clarion was playing, that we would stay home.  Good decision.  The starters were removed in the first quarter.

Jared took off today and began moving things to the new house. 

I learned Danny began swimming lessons at the college.  He also finished his first week of pre-kindergarten.  He goes three hours per day.

Thursday September 10, 2009

Brianna had test (scope) and they took a biopsy to see if she has a digestive disorder.  Results are due back next week.

If all tests go all right this weekend, Taylor Coull could be home for the first time at the beginning of the week.  

Rick Beggs got an MRI on his knee that has been giving him a lot of difficulty.  He has a torn ACL and Meniscus.  No doubt his next step is to find a surgeon.

I got an hour nap early in the evening so I could stay up and watch the Steelers game.  Of course I am glad I did.  For the first game of the season, it was a good game.

“Could be twins.”  Yep – that’s what Missy’s doctor told her yesterday.  She will go back Monday for an ultrasound.

Wednesday September 9, 2009

President Obama gave his healthcare speech before a joint session of Congress.  One thing I am sure about him.  He is the best communicator in my lifetime out of the 11 Presidents since 1953.  Yes, even better than John Kennedy.

Tuesday September 8, 2009

President Obama gave a speech to school kids today.  Despite all the controversy, it was a good speech, an appropriate speech.  I feel rather sad that our country has become so polarized that parents forbid their children to listen to a motivational speech by the President.  I have read about days gone by, where parents would insist that the entire family gather around the radio to hear words of encouragement and hope from their leader.  

Monday September 7, 2009

Today was Labor Day.  We were going to go to Clear Creek but it was rainy, so we had the picnic in Frank & Lue’s garage.  Rob and Jess were there.  It was good to see Jess.  She is doing well.  She will be re-examined October 1 to see if she needs surgery to make repairs to the bladder.

Sunday September 6, 2009

Today was the Walters’ Reunion held by Dude & Linda at their camp.  The weather was perfect and everyone had a really good time.  They had a big roaster full of ALF style hot sausage. Everyone brought food and there was plenty of it.  The kids rode four-wheelers, played football, and shot 22’s.  There was several horseshoe games.  Dude has one of the biggest fire pits ever and had a fire going the entire time.  It was really good to see everyone.   If I counted correctly, there were 26 of us.

Saturday September 5, 2009

I don’t know if it is possible to do less in one day than I did today.

Friday September 4, 2009

Sherri and I went to the football game at Moniteau.  Dan was starting quarterback and led his team to a crushing victory.  He played very well all around.  He even caught two long TD passes on identical gadget plays.  It was a real nice night for a game and a good place to watch football.  Click here to read the Derrick article and click here for D9Sports article and stats.

Thursday September 3, 2009

Hannah had to stay home from daycare because she was running a fever.  Jared’s dad kept her and Sherri is scheduled to keep her on Friday.

Wednesday September 2, 2009

It was a near perfect day - low humidity, cool nights, high in the seventies.  

Tuesday September 1, 2009

The tomato fairy came while I was at work today.  As a result, I had tomato sandwiches and homemade vegetable beef soup for supper.  There is no better tomato in the world than one from Ron’s garden.  And, his soup is pretty good eating as well!

Monday August 31, 2009

Today was the first day of school.  Hannah didn’t like daycare very much.  I guess she screamed most of the day.

Lue said Jess didn’t a good report.  They believe they will have to repair the bladder, however, they will wait a few weeks.

Sunday August 30, 2009

After we both held Megan for a while and after we played some with Brianna, we headed home.  I thought I-80 might be backed up but it wasn’t.  We left near 80 degree weather and returned home to find the temperatures dropping into the fifties.

 

Saturday August 29, 2009

After seeing the kids for a while, they got ready and went to Penneys to get pictures taken.  Sherri and I explored the market area of downtown York.

 

Brianna is not watching Nemo as much and is more into Madagascar.

 

Friday August 28, 2009

We left around noon and traveled to David & Janna’s.  It was great to get to see Megan for the first time.  Both Megan and Janna are doing fine, though neither sleeps very much.  Brianna was excited when we arrived.

 

Thursday August 27, 2009

We spent the morning at the hospital while Sherri had her port flushed out and she got a mammogram.  Then, we ran errands the rest of the day. 

 

Wednesday August 26, 2009

This was the second of two in-service days.  Now, I am off until Monday, when the students begin the 2009-2010 school term.

 

Mark and Melissa have a new son.  His name is Luke Edward Grady.  At this point, he is the only one to carry on the Grady name from my grandfather and grandmother.

 

Tuesday August 25, 2009

Today was the first of two in-service days.  The biggest item of the day was the preparation that is underway for the swine flu.  We were told not to lock in any vacations during the first half of June.  If cases break out, schools will be shut down for at least one week at a time.

 

We had a three hour Elder meeting so it was a long day.

 

Monday August 24, 2009

Today was my last day before going back to work. I work Tuesday and Wednesday this week.  I got some more painting done, cleaned the carpets and the landings, and got the grass mowed.  To be truthful, I think I am ready to get back to school to get rested up.

 

The days are getting shorter.  It is now dark for almost an hour in the morning as I sit on the deck, working on the computer.

 

Sunday August 23, 2009

Sherri and I went to the Iron Bridge for brunch and then to the Oulet Stores at Grove City.  I got a couple of things for school and Sherri did shopping for Missy at the Motherhood store.

 

Saturday August 22, 2009

Brianna is getting set for a change of rooms at daycare.  She will go from the Woolley Bears to the Praying Mantises.

 

Jared, Missy, and Hannah got back home in the early afternoon.  

 

Danny went to Idlewild Park and had the time of his life.

 

I finished steam cleaning the carpets.

 

Friday August 21, 2009

I painted another window and then cleared the  living room and dining room. I rented a RugDoctor (carpet steam cleaning machine) and got half the house done.  I have until 2 pm to finish on Saturday.

 

Jared, Missy, and Hannah started home and drove to Winchester, where they will spend the night.

 

Thursday August 20, 2009
I got a couple more windows painted today.  

We got a strong thunderstorm just after dark.

 

Twila’s uncle (Dean Kimes) died this morning.  He was Laura’s brother.  That would make him Sherri’s great uncle.  He and I had many good conversations.  One day at Twila’s, he told me he messed around recycling pop cans.  So, I got him to come over to the school to get ours.  For years he would come over to the school, 2 or 3 days per week, right after the buses left for the day, to pick up our pop cans. Several teachers and maintenance men got to know him and they would discuss possible solutions for the problems of the world.  I have often thought about Dean, especially after learning that he was battling cancer.  He was one of those guys that you would come to realize that you couldn’t go wrong by getting to know him little better. 

Wednesday August 19, 2009

Finally, I put the new mailbox that we had bought 2 or 3 months ago.  Scott dropped off his heavy digging bar and his post hole diggers.  Without them, I would have been a month digging the hole.

Sherri went to her Share-n-Care picnic.

Tuesday August 18, 2009

The Clarks, Sherri, and I went to the Courthouse for supper.

Monday August 17, 2009

Today I visited the barber and then the dentist and spent the rest of the day trying to stay cool.  In the morning I put down fertilizer and then grass seed on the lawn.

Sunday August 16, 2009

Hannah’s test came back showing no problems.  Her temperature was back to normal.  So, Jared, Missy, and Hannah headed to the Outer Banks.  They left around 10:30 am and got there around 10:30 that night.  It was long, tiring trip.

Sherri and I met Frank, Lue, and Danny at Debs for lunch.  It was their day to have turkey and stuffing.

Saturday August 15, 2009

Hannah seemed better today.  

Last night Gary & Karen said that Don Martin was in a motorcycle accident.  Today I learned he did not survive.

I got one window painted outside before I decided it was too hot for that.  So I went to Zacherl’s to get some corn.  They said their first tomato crop was lost due to vine rot.  Many people around here are losing their tomatoes due to a blight.

Friday August 14, 2009

Prayers were answered!  Jess did not bleed anymore.  By the end of the day she was out of Intensive Care, into a regular room, and out of danger. She was able to see her baby.  Lue & Frank went up to see her.  Lue also got to see Taylor.  Of course, Jess has lots of recovering to do, but we are all very grateful.

Jared & Missy got an offer on their house.  The one condition is that they paint the garage, so Jared is scrambling to get that done this weekend.  It looks like they may be moving the weekend of Sept 11.

Jared & Missy were to leave for the Outer Banks for a week’s vacation with Jared’s family.  However, Hannah had a temperature of 105°.  They called the doctor and he took them right in.  Next, he sent them to the ER to get blood work, an x-ray, and a catheter put in so they could do a urine sample.  The results will not be back until Sunday and the doctor wanted them to delay leaving for North Carolina until he got the results back.  There was something showing up on the lungs and some concern that she has the beginning of pneumonia. 

Thursday August 13, 2009

What a day!  News reached us before noon that they took Jess’s baby (31.5 weeks).  The baby is doing fine, born at 3 lb. 10 oz.  Her name is Taylor Hope Coull.  

Things are not so well for Jess.  After the birth of the baby, they tied her tubes and then closed her back up.  Then things went bad.  Her indicators showed she was bleeding internally, so they opened her back up.  They did a complete hysterectomy and then closed her up again.  Things did not improve so they opened her up a third time.  She was given 22 units of blood.  Obviously, she must have been just hanging on.  They ran so low of blood that if she continued to bleed, they said they would have to life-flight her to Pittsburgh.

I took Tari up in the late afternoon.  Just minutes after we got there, the doctor called for the family.  Up to this point, they hadn’t heard a word all day, not having much of an idea of what was going on.  The doctor told them that she thought Jess was now stable but it would take 24-hours to know if she would make it.  As of 10 pm Thursday, she was still holding her own and her signs were looking ok.  She needs a good day Friday and still a lot of prayers.

Wednesday August 12, 2009

It seems that Megan likes to do most of her eating at night.  She was up a lot the night before, but Tuesday night she did sleep more during the night.  David said Janna and Megan continue to do very well.

Jared, Missy, Hannah, Sherri and I made plans to go to Red Lobster in Du Bois and then stop in to see Jess.  She has been in the hospital for about five weeks.  Lue called in the afternoon to say not to visit Jess.  She is still having difficulty so they plan to take the baby Thursday morning.  That would place the baby somewhere around 31 weeks.  We still went to Red Lobster.

There is a possibility or two for a buyer for Jared and Missy’s house.  

Tuesday August 11, 2009

We spent the morning at the hospital.  Sherri got the first set (of a series of 3) of injections in her back.

Monday August 10, 2009

Just about 36 hours after she was born, Megan and her mother went home.

Oz must have been tiring to watch.  Danny and Gizmo slept in until 10:30.  Frank came and got Danny and he was gone by noon.

Sunday August 9, 2009

Everything is still fine with Janna and Megan.  David is taking a few days off and Janna’s mother and dad are there.

Danny came at 5:30 and stayed all night.  We watched the Wizard of Oz.

Saturday August 8, 2009

Harold and Jane came to visit in the morning.  He is doing remarkably well for a guy who is about to turn 91.  They took an auto train from Florida to DC and then drove to Clarion from there.

After looking everywhere I could think of, I finally found a copy of the Wizard of Oz to show Danny when he comes Sunday night.

David called at 10:30 pm.  He said that Megan Jane Luton was born.  He and Janna thought she was in for a long night, so he went home to get his glasses and a change of clothes.  Sure enough, while he was gone, Janna delivered Megan.

Friday August 7, 2009

I got my mower back from the shop and finally got the grass mowed.

Herald (Sherri’s grandfather) and Jane arrived at Twila’s (from Florida).  They will be staying for a few days.

Jared & Missy got an interesting offer on their house.

Thursday August 6, 2009

I went to the Library to get a library card.  I want to sign-out the Wizard of Oz for Sunday, if I can.  I have a special guest coming to spend the night.  Anyway, the movie is not in.  It is due back Saturday, but there is no guarantee.

I still don’t have a mower.  The grass in my back yard is just about over my head by now.  Hopefully, it will be ready by Friday afternoon because there are lots of rain days coming.

Wednesday August 5, 2009

I finally got back to working on the office and finished painting the trim.  Now, to get it put back together.

In the evening we went over to see the house Jared & Missy are trying to buy.  It is very, very nice.

Tuesday August 4, 2009

Ron, Frank and I did a little sight-seeing around Vermilion around 9 am.

Jake and Kelly had spent the night with Cindy.  So Cindy, Kelly N., and Zach brought Jake and Kelly H. to our hotel at 10:30 am and, after goodbyes, we headed back home.

Cindy is planning on coming in this weekend to go camping at Kelly Pines near Marienville. 

Monday August 3, 2009

Sherri and I drove to Vermilion, Ohio for Butch’s funeral.  Fran and Ron rode with us and Kelly and Jake rode with Frank & Lue.  We got three rooms at a Holiday Inn Express, about a mile off of Lake Erie and about 15 minutes north of Wakeman.

After a very short 4 pm graveyard service we went to Ginny’s for an hour or two.  She had tons and tons of food.  It was good to get to talk to everyone.  The funeral was at 7 pm and lasted about 40 minutes.  I got to talk to four or five people I knew when I lived out here.  I hadn’t seen any of them for 26 years.

Mark gave a real nice talk about his dad.

The hotel had an indoor pool.  Danny swam for 2 hours in the evening and then he came over to our room so I could read one of his books to him.  Earlier, he got to see a long train that they had to stop for while it passed.
Sunday August 2, 2009

We went to the nursing home at Brookville for Laura’s 90th birthday party.

Saturday August 1, 2009

In the morning Jared and I went to Trader Horn where I bought a computer desk.  I wanted to get the yard mowed in the afternoon.  I got about halfway done and then the mower wouldn’t stay running.  It would start, but unless I pressed the primer bulb, it would shut off.  Must be something wrong with the carburetor.

Sherri is on antibiotics and, of course, is now real sick.  I am wondering if she will be able to Laura’s birthday party Sunday and to Butch’s funeral on Monday. 
Friday July 31, 2009

Terry Blake came and laid new linoleum in the bathroom and laminated hardwood flooring in the office. They both look very nice.

Thursday July 30, 2009

I got the office painted today (all except for the trim).  Jared brought the flooring – it really looks nice.  Terry Blake should be here tomorrow to lay the linoleum in the bathroom and the hardwood flooring in the office.

David said that Janna is having lots of contractions and they are getting stronger each day.  They are still thinking should could deliver any day.

Wednesday July 29, 2009

Today was Grandma Laura’s 90th birthday but the celebration will be late Sunday afternoon.

My uncle Butch lost his year-long fight with cancer today around 12:45 pm.  He was just short of being 71 years old.  His funeral is Monday.  At 4 pm there will be a grave-side funeral and then a memorial service at the church at 7 pm.

Tuesday July 28, 2009

I finished clearing out the office and should be painting by Wednesday.

I ran into Clyde Conti yesterday at Dr. Ganabathi’s office.  We had a good talk.

Missy had a doctor’s appointment.  Her due date is March 4.  That is just what she wanted.  She can take off March, April, and May, and then have the summer off.  So, she will be able to spend 6 months with this baby before going to work.

Monday July 27, 2009

Gary, Karen, Sherri and I went to the Monroe Hotel in Butler for crab legs.

I began clearing out the office, getting it ready to paint.  I decided to get rid of all my books and other stuff.  I took them all to goodwill.

Lue talked to Cindy in the evening and said the end is very near for Butch.  He has a bowel blockage, he probably has pneumonia, and his organs are shutting down.  He is in a hospice center in Lorain. I had given some thought to going out but decided against it.  I think I will remember the good time we had last Christmas and how he looked at that time.

Sunday July 26, 2009

Butch is off the ventilator and holding on.  Ginny is in the process of arranging for hospice care.

Janna goes to the doctor this week and expects that they will take her off her anti-contractions medicine, meaning she could deliver anytime after that.

Saturday July 25, 2009

Missy called and said she was totally exhausted.  They toured D.C. the entire day.  She said it seems like they walked 95 miles in the 95-degree heat.

I talked to David and he said everything is the same with them.  Janna was doing ok.

Friday July 24, 2009

Jared, Missy, and Hannah left with Jared's mom and dad to Washington D.C.  It is a weekend trip.  Jared's brother, Brad, lives and works there.  They plan to tour the city and its landmarks on Saturday.  Saturday is Brad's birthday so I suppose part of this trip is a birthday celebration.  Gizmo will be entertaining Rooney for the next three days.

 

Butch is on a ventilator. Either his liver shut down or he has an abdominal infection.  I guess either gives him the symptoms that he is currently experiencing. They asked him if he wanted to be on the ventilator and he answered yes.  They told Cindy that this is the beginning of the end.  She wondered what that meant exactly.  From my past experiences, it means who knows.  

Thursday July 23, 2009

We celebrated Missy’s 31st birthday.  We had spaghetti, salad, and a ho-ho cake from Sara Jane’s Deli in Fryburg.

Cindy called Lue to say that Butch was taken to the hospital, that his liver had shut down.

Wednesday July 22, 2009

It seems the potential buyer for Jared & Missy house was not as serious about it as they were led to believe.  So, the house continues to be shown.

Jared took Missy to Red Lobster on the eve of her birthday.  Sherri and I kept Hannah and Rooney.  Hannah played for a long time and then, after supper, we fired up the laptop and watched the Missy Mouse Clubhouse.  She is able to use a walker now and can make it go some (especially backwards).

Adam LoRoche got traded today to Boston.  I am glad.  He never worked out the way I thought when we first got him from Atlanta. 

Tuesday July 21, 2009

I went to the Seneca Hospital to visit Louise Frinefrock.  She had a stroke but is doing pretty well and may come home this Friday if all continues well.

Butch is not doing well.  He is out of the hospital but in a lot of pain.  He is too weak to get around himself.  They have him on morphine.  And, his blood pressure was really low yesterday.  I understand Mark was staying all night with he and Ginny.

Monday July 20, 2009

It seems that Jared & Missy may have a buyer.  They are willing to pay the asking price, but they have one condition.  Can they have the house within three weeks?  And, more people are coming on Tuesday to go through their house.  

The Pirates ended their 17-game losing streak against the Brewers.  Garrett Jones homered again.  He has 6 homeruns in his last 7 games.

Sunday July 19, 2009

Frank, Lue, Danny, Missy, Jared, and Hannah met Dude, Alan, Jake and Kelly at the zoo where they spent the afternoon.

While they were gone, a couple of couples went through Jared & Missy’s house with the realtor.

Saturday July 18, 2009

Realtors have begun to show Jared and Missy’s house.

Friday July 17, 2009

Hey, we finally got some rain.  We need lots more.

Butch can’t quit throwing up.  He has been hospitalized.

Thursday July 16, 2009

We went with Gary & Karen to the Courthouse in Brookville for supper.

Tuesday July 14, 2009

Missy & Jared’s offer on a house on the Stone House Road (up behind Mike & Rob’s grandparents) was accepted.  If they can sell their house in 60 days, they will be moving.

Monday July 13, 2009

Missy and Jared’s offer was not accepted for the Bullbarn turn house.  The other party did not want to make it contingent upon them selling their current home.  Missy and Jared were not willing to risk paying two mortgages.  They are now looking at a house on Stone House Road.

Sunday July 12, 2009

After church, and after eating at Perkins and then grocery shopping, we got home around 2 pm and made the rest of the day, a day of rest. 

The church voted to change the times beginning in August or September to 9:30 Sunday School and 10:30 Worship Service.

Saturday July 11, 2009

Janna had some kind of test in the morning.  When the results came back, the doctors discharged her and let her go home.  I am sure she is happy to get back home and I know David and Brianna are too.

Today was Chris Walters’s graduation party at the camp in Fisher.  It was a lot of fun.  Considering the weather forecast, I thought the day would be a wash out, but after a brief period of rain, it turned out to be a pretty nice day.  I think almost everyone in the family was there.  I was really glad to see Denise, Matthew, and Andy.  Highlights of the day included several dropping off the cable into the pond and the mini concert Babe put on during the evening.

Friday July 10, 2009

After Brianna got her breakfast and then watched Nemo, we went outside.  Sherri and Brianna took chalk and made drawings on the driveway.  After blowing bubbles, she got out her toy lawnmower and mowed the grass.  After we fed her lunch, David came home and we left for Clarion.  Brianna and Sherri both cried as we left.  It was sad to leave but it felt good to be back home.

Jared and Missy made an offer on the Bull Barn turn home.  They should get an answer by Monday.

Thursday July 9, 2009

Nothing changed for Janna.  Brianna and I went to a playground in the morning. She went on the swing and climbed through tunnels.  In the evening, all four of us went into Harrisburg to see Janna.  She looked good but said she was very uncomfortable.  They will begin Sunday to wean her off the medicine.  If the contractions get no worse, she may be able to come home by mid-week.  If they do get worse, she will stay in the hospital and get back on the magnesium.  Sherri and I will head back home after David gets home from work on Friday.  Janna's parents are coming on Sunday.  They will camp at a nearby state park and help out with Brianna.

 

Wednesday July 8, 2009

Janna had several contractions today.  They are giving her medicines and are still not sure how long she will need to stay in the hospital.  The belief by the end of the day was that if she continued the contractions on Thursday, that she may not get home through next week (if at all before delivering).  So we are not sure how long we will be staying.  Our plans are to stay until David gets home from work on Friday - so we can get back for Chris' party on Saturday and for me to teach Sunday morning.  Then, if it is necessary, we may head back to York Sunday evening.

 

Brianna is really good but she consumes virtually all of Sherri's and my time.  However, she does take a nap for two or more hours after lunch.  Sherri gave her a Thomas The Train book.  She really liked it.  In fact, I am sure that I read it to her at least 20 times.

 

Tuesday July 7, 2009

David called around 5 pm to say that Janna has been hositalized.  At the least, she will be in the hospital for a day for observations and to see if her contractions continue.  Sherri and I packed and got on the road by 7 pm and arrived at David & Janna's at 11:15.  On the way, we stopped at the Strattanville bingo hall to arrange for Tari to get Gizmo.  David needed us to stay with Brianna so he could go to work.

 

After going through a few houses with a realtor, Jared & Missy have decided to make an offer on a house in the Bullbarn Turn development.

Monday July 6, 2009

Brianna called and talked to Sherri.  Janna is going back to the doctor.

Ryan Minich, a Strattanville firefighter, died while fighting a fire in Strattanville.  The cause of death has not yet been determined, but it may have been from natural causes.  I graduated with his mother, Sharlene.

Missy & Jared are looking for another house. They have appointments setup to go through some Tuesday evening.

Sunday July 5, 2009

Brianna called last evening.  She is into watching  ‘Finding Nemo.’  This past weekend her family took her to the Inner Harbor at Baltimore to the Aquarium.  She is also eating corn-on-the-cob.  David said she ate two, getting every kernel.

Janna is doing well but she is having some contractions now and then.  There is a chance she will go early.  If she can make it until the end of this month, the baby would be fine to come anytime.

Sherri and I took a drive throughout Cook Forest and then up River Road.  There were lots of people canoeing and tubing.

Saturday July 4, 2009

We spent the day at Clear Creek.  Sherri and I left the house at 10 so we could get the table we wanted by the beach and water falls.  Also there was Beedee, Scott, Fran, Ron, Tari, Lue, Danny, Missy, Jared, Hannah, Rooney, Gizmo, Sherri, and I.

Friday July 3, 2009

We went out to Frank & Lue’s for a cookout and then we went in behind the Clarion Cemetery to watch the fireworks.

Thursday July 2, 2009

It was a cool, rainy day.  It sounded like a good day to listen to the Pirates play (an afternoon game) while making spaghetti.  So I did.

Wednesday July 1, 2009

We had the second round of interviews at work today for a new Construction Technology instructor.  I am now done with the process.  The candidates will now do a lesson for the committee of the school board and then someone should be hired on July 14.

Sherri went to lunch with her friends. She went to Big Daddy’s and had a Rueben Hotdog and said it was pretty good.

The results from Sherri’s stress test came back – everything’s fine with her heart.

Tuesday June 30, 2009

Melvin died late this afternoon. Cindy Bell was with him when he died at the nursing home.  He had been in intensive care at Pittsburgh.  Though he wasn’t getting too much better, he told them he wanted sent back to Clarion.

Sherri and I spent all morning at the hospital while she did a stress test.  No immediate results were available.

Monday June 29, 2009

I began to get the bathroom ready to paint.  I removed the door and filled in the holes.  This is a good week for painting, but I have to take Sherri to the hospital Tuesday for stress test and then go to school Wednesday for interviews.

Sunday June 28, 2009

Lue reported on BigDad that Jess has been hospitalized and must stay there until the baby is born.  I had it in mind that the due date was somewhere around the first of October, and Lue mentioned a couple of months.  I assume that means that they could let her deliver one month early.  Nevertheless, I wonder who will keep Austin and Lexi while Rob works.  It sounds like a difficult situation.

Saturday June 27, 2009

In the morning, I worked on my Sunday School lesson (the parting of the Red Sea).  It is funny how the Israelites quickly forgot the things that God can do.  I am glad we never forget about His unbelievable power to help us.  Of course I am being facetious. 

In the afternoon, I cleaned up some branches and wood out back.  Since I had a fire going, I decided to cook some hotdogs that evening.  Jared, Missy, Hannah, and Twila came.  Frank, Lue, and Danny stopped by later, after they watched Sammy play in the 9-10 year old all-star game.

Friday June 26, 2009

The news of the day was that Dan decided to change his mind and play football this year.  If I understand it correctly, if he returns to play, he will have his quarterback position back.

Thursday June 25, 2009

Gizmo went to the doctor.  He has a skin problem (like a yeast infection) and a host of other things that require medicine.  By the time his routine shots and test were completed, he rang up a bill of $250 with more to come in a couple of weeks.

We finished the first round of interviews at work.  Next week will come round 2.

Jared, Hannah, and Rooney came over in the evening to hang out while Missy went out to supper with a co-worker.  While they where here, we heard the news that Michael Jackson had died.  Of course, earlier in the day, Farrah Fawcett died.

Wednesday June 24, 2009

We conducted four more 1-hour (or more) interviews for the position of Construction Technology Instructor. One more to go and then 4 more will be invited back next week for round 2.

It is about time to head to Altoona to watch a game.  Their top prospect, Pedro Alvarez, just got promoted from Lynchburg.  He hit his first double A homer last night to lead the Curve to an 8-4 victory.  Also at Altoona is highly rated Jose Tabata and Gorkys Hernandez.  All three are projected to be in the Pirates starting lineup within two or three years.

Tuesday June 23, 2009

I helped Mr. Powell conduct a couple of interviews today for a new Building Construction Instructor. We have a full day of interviews on Wednesday.  Marty Frawley, who has held that position since the school opened in 1976, retired after school was out. Marty’s retirement means that of the teaching staff at the Clarion County Career Center, only Frank Magagnotti has been there longer than me.

Hannah went to the doctor.  She got 2 or 3 shots.  The doctor said she is doing well and is still in the 95th percentile in size.  I didn’t hear today whether or not Brianna was any better.

Monday June 22, 2009

To celebrate our 24th anniversary, Sherri went out with some friends for lunch and I mowed the grass.  For supper we dined on cream of wheat and frosted mini wheats.

Jared took Rooney to the vet.  There is nothing wrong with him medically so they are going to put him on prozac to see if that keeps him from getting stressed.  He stayed with me for the day and was perfect.  It is a real mystery as to what prompts this rare behavior in him.  It must be a control issue.

Brianna is still sick.  She has white bumps on her throat but it is not Strep-throat.  Janna’s parents are on their way to watch her during the day.

Sunday June 21, 2009

This was a day of resting up.

Brianna is sick.  She has a temperature and Janna and David are concerned she may have pink eye.  They will take her to the doctor on Monday.

In the evening, Rooney bit Missy on the hand.  It hurt her but didn’t break the skin.  Rooney was upset after this for some time.  I went over and brought him back here with me.  He was a little subdued, but he was fine throughout the night.  This was the second time Rooney showed this aggressive behavior in the past 2 or 3 weeks.  Jared was taking him to the veterinarian Monday morning to see if he has some medical condition.

Saturday June 20, 2009

Twila, Sherri and I left for home at 5 am.  Overall, the trip was fine though we ran into some rain on the Beltway of D.C.  We made good time and we were home by 2:30 pm.  I realize that getting older means my trips will have to get shorter.  9½ hours in a car is more than enough for me in one day.  Frank and I used to work all day then leave for Florida at 8 PM and drive straight through.  Age changes lots of things.

Sherri and I were in bed by 7 pm.

Tari and Danny brought Gizmo home.  

David, Janna, and Brianna were going to a birthday party at Taube’s.

Friday June 19, 2009

The final day here at Sandbridge Beach and it was a perfect beach and pool day. It was hot and sunny.  Dude, Dan, Jared, and Craig went golfing very early in the morning.  Several spent lots of time at the beach and in the pool.  Drew was in the water more than he was out of it today.  In the evening we packed, getting ready to depart in the morning.

Thursday June 18, 2009

This afternoon it got really nice and hot.  Everyone enjoyed the pool and the ocean.  I called Lue today to see if there was any big news back home.  She said no, except there were storms around – especially in the Pittsburgh area.  In the evening, we all went out to eat seafood.   We were treated to a show after dark.  Lightning bolts lit up the sky as tornado warning were issued.  As I write this a 4 am on Friday, it seems we must have survived the storm.

Wednesday June 17, 2009

It was not a very warm day but everyone still got to do lots of outdoor activities.  Dude and Dan went golfing.  Alisha and Craig beat Jared and I in an best-of-three series of Cornhole.  I aim to get back at them before I leave here.

Rick and Laura went into Norfolk to tour a ship and look around the waterfront.  They said it was worth the trip.

Linda made lasagna for supper.

Most went go-carting and miniature golfing in the evening. 

Hannah is doing really well.  She just smiles and laughs almost all day long.  Today, she went in the hot tub.  She just loves water. 
Tuesday June 16, 2009

Dan, Alisha, Craig, and Cody went para-sailing.  Missy and Jared were suppose to go also, but they thought it was too cool.  

It was Missy & Jared 2nd anniversary.  They went out to a fancy Japanese Restaurant (so they thought).  However, it turned out to be a dive.

Several went up to the photographers to view the pictures.  I guess they were really good and really expensive.

Monday June 15, 2009

Rick failed to set his record in length of a walk here at the beach.  Yesterday, he went for a walk and ended up walking 7.2 miles.  A new family beach record.  

In the evening, we had family photographs with a professional photographer,  taken at the beach on a sand dune with the ocean in the background.  Drew got some taken of him in mid air, leaping from a sand dune.

It was by no means a warm day today – with temps in the lo to mid 70’s.

Brad, Jared’s brother, and his girlfriend, Ann, left to go back to their home in D.C.

Sunday June 14, 2009

We went to a United Methodist Church here at the beach.  They had about 50 people for the first service.  Interestingly, there was a couple (the husband a pastor) from Punxy who was in attendance, also as a visitor.

I made a ham for supper with baked beans and Tari’s potatoes.  I had to email Tari once or twice for directions.  They were a big hit.

Hannah loves the swimming pool.  She is in it a lot and has a blast.

I talked to David and he said that Brianna got a little pool and was having fun.  She has her little picnic table and stuff set up by it.

Today was beautiful but the forecast for the rest of the week is not looking so good.

Saturday June 13, 2009

We got to Sandridge Beach.  The house is really nice.  Every two bedrooms have a bathroom between them. There is a great view of the ocean which is about 200-300 yards away.  The pool is really nice.  It has a volleyball net across for water volleyball play.  The house has wireless internet throughout.  

Friday June 12, 2009

We drove to Chesapeake, Virginia. We started out at 5 am and got there around 4 pm with stops at Perkins in Altoona and Crackerbarrel in Richmond.  We had to sit in traffic one hour at the tunnels entering Norfolk.  In the evening we went to Captain Georges – a seafood buffet.

Thursday June 11, 2009

We spent most of the day getting ready for the vacation trip.

Wednesday June 10, 2009

Missy talked to David or Janna and said they are back from the beach.  They are spending the rest of the week at home.

Tuesday June 9, 2009

Sherri left with her Aunt Mary Ann at 10:30 am to go shopping at Butler.  When I got home from Elders Meeting, they still hadn’t returned.  Now the question is, how many days will it take her to recover?

Monday June 8, 2009

We went to Frank & Lue’s for supper.  Danny showed me his new sliding board, and wow, did he ever fly down it.  He also took me in the house and showed me all his toys. He then told me how scared he really was at the Haunted Mansion at Disney World last April. I said, “I suppose you won’t ever want to go back there?”  He said, “I want to go back, but I am going to take Tari with me the next time.  That way I’ll be ok.”

Gizmo went to the groomers today.

Sunday June 7, 2009

Gary, Karen, Sherri, and I spent the afternoon at Clear Creek.  We cooked some burgers and dogs and then played cards (Sequence).  Karen & Sherri were partners and they took Gary and I to the cleaners.

Saturday June 6, 2009

Today was Alisha’s graduation party and it was a really nice party.

David, Janna, and Brianna left for Bethany Beach.  They were not able to change their vacation time after finding out about the mix-up.
Friday June 5, 2009

The cool weather continues.  It is amazing that the thermometer has never reached 70 degrees in the first 5 days of June. That will end this weekend.

I got the van serviced and inspected.

Thursday June 4, 2009

Andrew McCutchen, at least for one day, made us all forget about Nate McLouth.  McCutchen had 2 hits, a walk, a stolen base, and scored three times in his first big league game.

The Pens did hard part.  They won two straight at home to tie the series.  Now, they must do the really hard part.  They must find a way to win at Detroit.

I was going to go to Indiana to watch Dan’s playoff game against Sierra Catholic, however, it was rained out.
Wednesday June 3, 2009

Sherri spent the day shopping.  

The Pirates traded McLouth for three prospects. Andrew McCutchen, the Pirates top prospect, will replace him.  I guess the Pirates think that McCutchen is ready to play almost as well as Nate and, in addition, they get three more pretty decent players.  Only time will tell.  One thing is clear – the Pirates front office doesn’t plan on winning in the next year or so.

Tuesday June 2, 2009

Sherri went to lunch with Becky Brooks and her sister Mary to the Clarion River Lodge.
Monday June 1, 2009

Laura said that Betsy was doing well following her hip surgery.  She should be home by now.  She had to have a transfusion.  Hopefully, this will be the end to all the medical trials she has had to go through.  

Don, Pat, and Chris should be here in July.  They will have a graduation party for Chris on July 11 at the camp.

Sunday May 31, 2009

After church and on the spur of the moment, I made a couple of phone calls and we were soon on our way to Clear Creek.  Missy, Jared, Hannah, Rooney. Frank, Lue, Danny, Tari, Sherri, Gizmo, and me spent the afternoon there. We had the park virtually to ourselves.  I took a little grill and we cooked some burgers and dogs.  Danny rode his tricycle on the paved walkway.  He would get going pretty fast.  Temps were in the low to mid 60’s and it was windy.  However, that didn’t stop some tourists from taking a mid-afternoon swim.  We all got chills just watching them.

I see Bob McDivitt died.  He was one of my baseball coaches in Little League when I was 12 years old.  I spent a lot of time at his house that summer.  When I read his obituary, I saw Pat is dead.  Either I never knew that or I forgot about it.

Saturday May 30, 2009

Alisha graduated from high school tonight.  
Friday May 29, 2009

Today was a good news-bad news day.

The good – Last day of school. Next day at work is an in-service day on August 25.

The good – Janna went to the doctor and everything is fine for her to travel to vaction.

The bad – Somehow David and Janna were given the wrong dates for vacation. Originally the vacation was to be June 6 to 13.  A couple of days later, Twila changed it to June 13-20.  David and Janna either were given the wrong dates or never got the change.  So, it looks as if they cannot make it.  We all feel really bad.

Laura’s daughter, Betsy, had her surgery this week to replace her hip.  We haven’t heard how she made out yet.  

Thursday May 28, 2009

The students are gone and another year is done.  It will be over 90 days until they return.  School starts a little later next year because Labor Day is as late as possible – September 7.

Wednesday May 27, 2009

A sign of getting old?   Last night I thought I would lay down for a couple of hours (from 6 to 8) and then get up and watch some baseball.  When I awoke, I looked outside and saw that it was just about daylight.  I looked at the clock and it said 8:30.  I panicked. I couldn’t believe it.  I slept in and I was over an hour late for work.  How would I explain this?  I tried to think of some clever excuse to tell them at work. At least five minutes went by until I realized it was 8 pm not am.

Rob and Jess learned that they are having a girl this October 5th.  At that time they will plan a C-section.  Like Lue, I will believe it is a girl in October.  

Tuesday May 26, 2009

After my Elders meeting, I stayed up too late watching the Cavs lose to the Magic and fall behind 3 games to 1.

Sherri is still doing ok.  She rested almost all of the day.

Monday May 25, 2009

Memorial Day!

Sherri got out of the hospital around 1:30 pm and headed right to Frank & Lue’s for the picnic.  We stayed around 4 hours.

Who was there?:  Fran, Ron, BeeDee, Scott, Frank, Lue, Danny, Missy, Jared, Hannah, Mike, Tari, Rob, Jess, Austin, Lexi, Sherri, and me.

Sunday May 24, 2009

Sherri will be in the hospital until at least Tuesday.  

Missy, Jared, and Hannah came over for sloppy joes and homemade mac & cheese.

A guy at church gave me a baseball signed by all the Pirates of 1983.  The names included Chuck Tanner, Dave Parker, Bill Madlock, Richie Hebner, and Mike Easler.

Saturday May 23, 2009

Sherri remains in the hospital.  They are giving her breathing treatments, pain medicine, and steroids.  

Jared & Missy and Rick & Barb took Hannah to Sears to get six month pictures.  I will post some within the next day or so.

It looks like the Pens will reach the Stanley Cup finals again this year.  They need to win one of the next four games to make it.  They are really looking good!

Friday May 22, 2009

Today was the students last Friday of the school year.  

Sherri was in a lot of pain and wondering whether she has pneumonia or pleurisy.  She had her mom drop her off at the ER and they admitted her.  She is getting breathing treatment, steroids, and pain medicine.

Sherri was suppose to baby-sit Hannah so Missy got Dude and Linda to keep her while they went out with friends in the evening.  It seems Hannah would only cooperate if they walked her.  So, they were seen all over Clarion, logging lots and lots of miles.
Thursday May 21, 2009

Tonight was the senior banquet for the Career Center at the Zion Baptist Church.  I as the MC.

Dude, Rick, and Drew came up to watch the hockey game.

Both Alisha and Dan’s teams need one more win to qualify for the state playoffs.  

Alisha was named MVP of the league and Dan was named to the second team.

Wednesday May 20, 2009

I went to see Alisha’s quarterfinal district 9-playoff game.  They won by 10 runs in five innings.  Alisha pitched very well and reach base several times.

Chris Allen is the new American Idol.  The show was really good and very much worth the price of two hours.

Tuesday May 19, 2009

Hannah started eating bananas. 

Sherri and I watched the season finale of Desperate Housewives.  Gee, whom did Mike marry?  

We also watched the last night of competition of American Idol.  The results will be Wednesday night.  I think Adam should win, but, I will most likely buy music made by Chris.  Chris’ last song hurt him.  Too bad Kara wrote a song that would be the last one both Adam and Chris would sing.  It wasn’t a good song for them.  In spite of all this, I think Chris will win, though I think it will be close.

Monday May 18, 2009

I watched the Pens win the first game of the conference finals.

Sunday May 17, 2009

After Brianna fixed me cookies and tea (plastic of course), Sherri and I traveled back home.
Saturday May 16, 2009

Today was the big yard sale in David & Janna’s housing development.  Sherri helped Janna.  David, Brianna, and I went to breakfast.  That evening we went to the Roadhouse for dinner.

Friday May 15, 2009

We traveled to York. Sherri had a good trip and is doing fine.  We went to Brianna's daycare and watched the spring program.  Brianna did really good singing and dancing.  Her group preformed "If your happy and you know it."  Sherri said that half hour made the entire trip more than worth it.

Thursday May 14, 2009
Sherri got home around lunchtime.
Hannah came over in the evening.  She is now sitting up by herself.

Wednesday May 13, 2009
Sherri is still in the hospital but her doctor said she should be going home Thursday.

American Idol is down to two.  (If you haven’t watched tonight’s results show then stop reading now).  Somebody had to go and it was Danny.  That leaves Adam and Chris.  They said the two were within one million votes of each other (80 million voted).  The question is:  will Danny’s votes go to Adam?  Probably not.  Chris may very well pick up a large majority of Danny’s votes and win it all. We’ll see.

Tuesday May 12, 2009
Sherri went to the doctor today.  She has bronchitis, a sinus infection and a urinary infection.  She was immediately admitted to the hospital.  It took them 4 hours to get an IV line in her.  She has so many holes in her arms, that they think if she drinks water, she’ll look like a sprinkling system.

Monday May 11, 2009
I learned over the weekend that Drew was baptized.  The church that Rick & Laura attend has over 1200 people attending worship. I forget the name of the church or else I would link its website.

Sunday May 10, 2009
We went over to Dude & Linda’s for a mother’s day picnic.  They had hotdogs and hamburgers.  Dude had a big deep fryer and cooked homemade French fries and onion rings – they were really good.  Rick & Laura brought a cake from Koscos – which I always love.  We didn’t stay too long because Sherri is still sick.  I hope she gets better before this weekend because we are planning another attempt to go to York again on Friday afternoon.  I tease her saying that maybe this time we will get to State College.

Missy, Jared, and Hannah got Sherri a couple of charms for mother’s day.  She really liked them.  They didn’t go to Dude & Linda’s because Missy was sick.

I thought the Pirates would eventually fall away from the rest of the pack, however, I didn’t think it would be until the middle or end of June.  Stick a fork in them; they are now done.  Boy do they stink!  I would like to root for the Indians but they stink too.

Saturday May 9, 2009
Missy, Jared, and Hannah went with Jared’s mom and dad to Pittsburgh to see Jared’s grandparents and aunt.  Rooney stayed with us for the day.

Twila and I went to Heather’s graduation party over below Brookville..  Sherri was too sick to go.

Friday May 8, 2009
It was a Tavern fish night.
Hannah came over for a visit.

Thursday May 7, 2009
Denny brought our new dishwasher today.

David took off work today and went on a field trip with Brianna.  They went to a Wildlife Park (Lake Tobias).  Brianna loved it.  She got to see Monkeys, Lions, and all kinds of animals.  While there, they went on a Safari tour.

Wednesday May 6, 2009
We watched the American Idol results show.  Somebody good had to go and it was Allison.  She was really good when she sang her farewell song.

Tuesday May 5, 2009
Sherri and I spent a quiet Cinco De Mayo at home.  

Monday May 4, 2009
Lue said Lexi got home from the hospital on Saturday.  She had a virus that starts with an R (I just can’t remember the name). 

The Pirates lost to the Milwaukee Brewers for the 16th straight time.

Sunday May 3, 2009
Gary & Karen walked up. They had Ky with them.  Dan & Kris were down watching the Pirates get beat.  Ky is really changing.  He can repeat any word he hears.

Missy, Jared, Hannah, Twila, and Dan came for supper – we had a pot roast.

Saturday May 2, 2009
I mowed the grass for the first time this year.

Our dishwasher died yesterday. It is leaking around the motor in bottom  We got all our appliances right after our fire in the fall of 1996.  The bad part of that is that they will probably all go about the same time.  Last June, we replaced the refrigerator.  What will be next – the washer, dryer, or range?

Friday May 1, 2009
Gary, Karen, Sherri, and I went to Deb’s for supper and then we stopped at Missy and Jared’s on the way home.

Thursday April 30, 2009
Lexi will remain in the hospital for the next few days.  She has some virus that she probably caught from another child at daycare.  She still isn’t eating and drinking.

Wednesday April 29, 2009
Lue said that Lexi was better but has to spend another night in the hospital.

Tuesday April 28, 2009
We had a long Elders meeting tonight.  As a result, I didn’t see any of American Idol.  I will watch the recording Wednesday evening.

Lue called and said Lexi has been sick and dehydrated.  They have admitted her to the DuBois hospital.

Monday April 27, 2009
A third day with temps in the upper 80’s.  

Twila called a photographer at Virginia Beach.  She is working on getting family photographs while we are there this summer.
Sunday April 26, 2009
I went to Roma’s funeral in the afternoon.

It was another hot one today; too hot for me.  After the funeral, I spent the rest of the day and evening down in the family room watching baseball and NASCAR.

Saturday April 25, 2009
Today was 84° and the hottest it has been since September 14.  I got lime and fertilizer down on the yard. 

Lue, Dood, and Fran drove to Ohio for the book club.  It was at Cindy’s and then they were to go over to Butch & Ginny’s for supper.

Friday April 24, 2009
The temperature got into the 80’s.  Sherri and I went to Deb’s for supper and then stopped and watched Danny ride his hummer around the backyard.  I stopped at Trader Horn to get fertilizer and lime for the yard.  We stopped and watched Hannah eat beans.
Thursday April 23, 2009
Roma died this afternoon around 5 pm.  Roma Faye (Leadbetter) Goheen was my dad’s sister.  She had a failing heart for the past few years and lately, it seems she suffered from dementia. Her arrangements have yet to be determined.
Wednesday April 22, 2009
The Pirates won 3 straight games over the Marlins.  They have won 5 of their last 6.  That’s amazing!

Anoop and Lil Rounds went home (American Idol).  It looks like Allison is next.

Tuesday April 21, 2009
Sherri went to supper with Jody Kiehl and then they went to the church to make prayer blankets.

Hannah ate green beans.  As for her size, she is in the 95th percentile for babies her age.

Roma is most likely on her death bed.  She is in the hospital and not expected to recover.

Monday April 20, 2009
Hannah had her routine checkup.  She is allowed to start eating baby food.

Sunday April 19, 2009
I talked to Gary briefly.  They did not get home Saturday as expected.  After leaving Maui and flying towards the mainland for one hour, the navigational controls went out of their plane.  They had to turn back.  They flew to Honolulu where they got another plane to Phoenix.  As a result, they missed their connection to Pittsburgh, so they routed them to Atlanta where they had to spend the night before making it back.  It’s a good thing they are young and energetic.

Saturday April 18, 2009
It was a beautiful day – sunny with a high of 70°.   Sherri went to the eye doctor because her left eye turn black and blue and red.  The doctor said her blood thinner is probably the cause but her eye was in no danger.

Gary & Karen should have traveled home from Hawaii today, though we saw no evidence that they made it.  Gary would have missed the first day of trout season but I suspect even with jet lag and all, he will still make it out Sunday morning.

Friday April 17, 2009
Today is Brianna’s 2nd birthday.  David told his mother he was going to surprise her with a fish tank (and fish).

Today was real nice and tomorrow will be too.  Then we are suppose to have several days of rain followed by another great weekend. With all the rain and sunshine coming up, I am sure the grass will start growing like crazy.
Thursday April 16, 2009
Today the Pirates lost and fell below .500. Their record is 4-5.  Is this the beginning of the end already?  Will they ever get back to .500 again this year?

Wednesday April 15, 2009
Sherri slept at the sleep lab at the Clarion Hospital.  I picked her up at 4:30 am on Thursday morning.

Tuesday April 14, 2009
It was a long Elder’s meeting at the church.  It ended after 10 pm, having started at 7.

Allison and Adam were good on American Idol; however, I didn’t think Allison was as good as the judges did.

Monday April 13, 2009
Frank, Lue, and Danny came in for supper.  Danny brought me a Pluto pez.  Before he went to Florida, I told him that of all the Disney characters, I liked Pluto the dog the best.  He also got his picture taken at Disney World with Pluto in the background.

David and Janna went to see the doctor.  It seems that Brianna is going to have a new sister around the end of August.  Of course, with the experience Lue had, I won’t believe it is a girl until she is born.

Sunday April 12, 2009
Today was Easter Sunday.  We had a brunch at church.  I cooked a ham from O’Neils.  BeeDee & Scott and Mike & Tari came over.  Jared, Missy, and Hannah came over early in the afternoon.  Later on, Rob, Jess, Austin, and Lexi came for a couple of hours. We had lots of good food.  I made a new recipe – scalloped pineapple.  It is a stuffing and pineapple dish.  I really liked it but it has more calories than my homemade icecream.
Saturday April 11, 2009
This should be Frank, Lue, and Danny’s last day in Florida.  They planned to travel towards home on Easter Sunday.

Friday April 10, 2009
This was Good Friday and a day off.  We picked up the ham for Easter.

I see Bob & Short got arrested for selling heroin.  It seems they are in jail.

I talked to Butch today.  He seemed pretty good.

Thursday April 9, 2009
I had my annual observation at school.  
Wednesday April 8, 2009
Sherri and I went to Tennebrae at the church.
Tuesday April 7, 2009
I went to the dentist and then to open house at school.  At open house I talked to Butch Beichner.  He told me he is going to start up his band and start playing again.

Monday April 6, 2009
Opening day – finally!  And, I get a free week of Extra Innings; a baseball package where every game played is televised.  That means I could watch up to 80 games this week.  Darn work always gets in the way.  

The Pittsburgh Pirates are tied for first place after they won in the ninth inning.  They were down to their last strike when Jack Wilson belted a bases-loaded double to give them the win.

Sherri went to the church to bake cookies for Tennebrae which is this Wednesday.

North Carolina beat up Michigan State for the NCAA BB Championship.  That means Jared wins the Tracy Madness Pool.

Sunday April 5, 2009
David, Janna, and Brianna headed home shortly after noon.  It was a very good weekend.  Brianna opened her Easter basket in the morning.  It is hard to believe that we will have one more in the family in just a few short months from now.

We switched to Direct TV from the Dish today.  The main reason was because Direct TV is much better for a baseball fan.
Saturday April 4, 2009
Brianna went to an Easter Egg hunt at the C&A church.  Then she came home and we celebrated her 2nd birthday.  There were 18 here for the party.  We had cake and homemade ice cream.

Friday April 3, 2009
David, Janna, and Brianna left York heading to Clarion at 4:30 pm.  With a stop for supper, they should have been here around 8:30 or 9.  They got here after 12:30 am.  It took them over 3 hours to go from Reynoldsville to Brookville.  Penn-Dot had a planned close of I-80 (both eastbound and westbound lanes) between Hazen and Reynoldsville for this weekend.  Poor planning by road officials caused travelers drive into a nightmare.  

Thursday April 2, 2009
We spent the evening getting ready for our weekend guests.  I put together the toddler bed that Gary & Karen lent to us for Brianna to use.  I vacuumed the entire house, did some spring cleaning in the bedroom and Sherri got all her ingredients rounded up to do some baking on Friday.  We ended the day by giving Gizmo a bath.

Wednesday April 1, 2009
In the late evening, Sherri fell in the computer room while trying to answer the phone.  About ½ hour later, she said she was hurt, that something was really wrong with her back or hip and that she needed to get to the Emergency Room.  I said, “ you got to be kidding – we’re heading to the hospital again?”.  She said, “no, not really……April Fools.”  What a dirty trick!

Tuesday March 31, 2009
Missy had an appointment after school, so Sherri and I went over as soon as I got home and relieved Jared’s dad babysitting Hannah.  Rick watches her all day, every work day.

American Idol was good but there are three that I think are obvious candidates for the bottom three:  Megan, Anoop, and Matt.  Lil wasn’t that good and could be in danger.  Chris was really good.  I think Megan has got to go – she’s really bad.

Monday March 30, 2009
Lue called to say they are in Florida and all is well.  She is working on getting Internet hook-up.  She will not have it every day, rather off and on during her stay. 

Sunday March 29, 2009
My Sunday School lesson was on Ezekiel 47 – a miraculous river flows from the temple.  

I watched Tiger Woods pull off another dramatic win.  It looks like the knee is ok.  Golf is boring without Tiger.

I watched Jimmie Johnson win an interesting race at Martinsville.  Jeff Gordon is right there every week but he just can’t get a win anymore. It has been way over a year.

Saturday March 28, 2009
Pitt should be in the final four but someone forgot to tell Villanova.  The game was outstanding but Pitt lost it with one-half second to go.

Frank and Lue headed to Florida (and Danny too).

Friday March 27, 2009
Missy, Jared, Hannah, Twila, and Rooney came over.  We got fish dinners from the Tavern. It was Rooney’s 2nd birthday, so he got some fish.  Hannah doesn’t recognize me anymore and she is afraid of me.

Thursday March 26, 2009
An ugly, ugly win.  But, Pitt won!  They are in the Elite Eight.  I don’t know if both Pitt and Xavier were terrible or if they both play that good of defense, the kind that makes the other team look bad.

I listened to Obama do a town hall type meeting via the Internet.  I will say one thing about him.  He uses all the modern technology and does a great job connecting and communicating with the people.  His huge spending plan will either be the ticket or else we will all be tending a rice paddy one day soon.

Wednesday March 25, 2009
American Idol was really, really good tonight.  Smokey Robinson coached the contestants.  There were lots of good songs and Adam Lambert, who I was ready to discard, came through with the best performance of the night.

Tuesday March 24, 2009
Twila got good news.  She went to see Dr. Armstrong.  He gave her a shot and said she probably will not need surgery.

Monday March 23, 2009
I went to a workshop at the Intermediate Unit on using Technology in Career Tech Centers.  At 11 am I went to my foot doctor who dug a piece of glass out of my right heal.

Sherri saw her heart specialist today and he gave her a good report.  He said everything is fine and surgery should not be needed for her leaky valve.

We kept Hannah while Missy and Jared went out to eat and to celebrate Jared’s new promotion.  He will have new duties and get a nice raise.

Frank, Lue, and Danny came in.  They will be leaving for Florida this week.  The Easter bunny left a little basket for him in our closet.  When he left, he said to me, “see ya – I’ll be in Florida.”

Sunday March 22, 2009
I filled in for Guy Felmlee (the Interim Pastor) and preached at Knox Dale.
Saturday March 21, 2009
Sherri spent the day yard sale(ing) while I got ready for a sermon I have to preach Sunday morning at Knox Dale.   Late in the day, we picked up Clarks and went to Knox Dale to find the church.  Afterwards we ate supper at the Courthouse Restaurant in Brookville.  We got Stromboli and wings.  It was really good food.
Friday March 20, 2009
Gizmo went to the groomers.  Sherri went shopping.  We went to Debs for supper (fish dinner) and it was really good. 

Thursday March 19, 2009
Finally, I made it back to work.

Sherri and I went to the Loomis with Gary & Karen for supper.

Wednesday March 18, 2009
It was the third straight day off of work.  Today was 70 degrees and really nice.  The last we hit 70° was last October 14.  It would have been a great day to take a long walk – if one could venture that far from the bathroom.

Tuesday March 17, 2009
Still off work today.  Between trips to the bathroom, I got my NCAA Brackets filled out and did my taxes.  Sherri went to the doctor and things look good for her.  Twila is better.  She has an appointment with Dr. Armstrong at the end of next week.

Monday March 16, 2009
David turned 33 years old today.

I was home sick today.
Sunday March 15, 2009
Sherri came home around noon.

I took Gizmo and Rooney for a walk while Sherri visited Hannah.  On the way home I bought a roast to cook for supper.  We wanted to do a pot roast and send down Twila her supper.

About 2:30 pm I started feeling a little upset at my stomach.  By 4 pm I was really sick.  I must have threw up at least 6 or 7 times throughout the evening.  I had to have Sherri call Jared to take Twila her dinner. By 4 am I was feeling better but I was so weak.  I knew I would have to call off Monday.

Saturday March 14, 2009
It seems the conclusions about Sherri is that her INR level got so high, making her blood so thin, that she started bleeding and it wouldn’t clot to stop it.  I am not sure whether she will get home Sunday or Monday.

While visiting Sherri in the morning, I got word that Linda was on her way to the ER with Twila.  Twila had twisted her knee the day before and was now in tremendous pain.  The ER sent her home after x-rays.  She needs to see Dr. Armstrong.  The ER doctor believes she has arthritis so bad in her knee that knee replacement may be necessary.  Linda stayed with her for the day and brought her back home then got her meds from the pharmacy.  Later, Missy and Jared picked up some stronger pain medicine as her pain got really bad. She really cannot function at home, so I run down every couple hours and get her some things that she needs.  As of Sunday morning, she was not much better.

Friday March 13, 2009
I took off the afternoon so Sherri and I could get down to David & Janna’s by the time Janna got home from work.  We got going by 1 pm.  At Clearfield, Sherri said she needed a restroom stop. When she got back to the car, she said her urine was pure blood.  We turned around and headed to the Clarion Emergency Room.  She was admitted and put on antibiotics and given a bunch of tests.

Thursday March 12, 2009
Sherri must be better and excited to go David & Janna’s because she worked all day cleaning and packing.  

The Clarion Boys Baseball and the Clarion Girls Softball season preview articles were in the Clarion News.  Both had pictures of Dan and Alisha and both contain this years schedule.  

Wednesday March 11, 2009
Sherri remains sick (throwing up).  I am thinking (and hoping) that it’s her new medicine.  

Tuesday March 10, 2009
Missy, Jared, and Hannah came over for supper.  

Obama announced his education plan that calls for a longer school day and a longer school year.
Monday March 9, 2009
Sherri got discharged from the hospital around 4 pm.

Brianna has a fever and will have to stay home from daycare on Tuesday.  Janna will go into work late and David will come home early.

Sunday March 8, 2009
Sherri remains in the hospital.  When the doctor came in, she had been throwing up.  I am not sure why this started.  Anyway, they now want to do a scope on Monday.
Saturday March 7, 2009
Sherri and I went shopping but I came home alone.  After going to the mall at Cranberry, we went to Hoss’s to eat.  Just as we were finishing, Sherri said she thought she was having a heart attack.  She said she had bad chest pains, she was dizzy, and her lips were numb.  I took her to the Emergency Room at UPMC Northwest which was virtually next door.  After running all kinds of tests, they thought she might have a blood clot in the lung.  That test took over an hour but came back negative.  So, they found nothing wrong except they said that her EKG readings were off and she should be observed for several hours.  Since her doctors were at Clarion, they loaded her in an ambulance around 11 pm. and transported her to Clarion; where she is as of Sunday morning.
Friday March 6, 2009
Missy went back to work today.  Of course it was very difficult to leave Hannah for the day.  Rick kept Hannah and Jared thought he was wore out by the end of the day.

Janna and Brianna traveled to Janna’s parents and David went to the race-track up above Hershey.

Thursday March 5, 2009
The official temperature made it to 53°.   It is amazing how the streets come alive.  People walking, dogs walking, kids on bikes.  It’s just like everyone was lined up at the door waiting for some warm weather to take hold.

Wednesday March 4, 2009
I had a doctor appointment.  My blood pressure and glucose levels were very good.

After I came back from small groups, we went over to see the Beggs’.  Hannah was having a blast.  Missy’s computer would not load.  After the welcome screen comes up, and she clicks on her profile, it won’t bring up her desktop.
Tuesday March 3, 2009
School was delayed today because of wind chills around 12 below.  Sherri had an evening appointment in Dubois.  We got back home around 9 pm.
Monday March 2, 2009
David said they didn’t get as much snow as was forecasted.  We are supposed to have wind chills tonight that are around 15 below.  Almost all schools have already set a 2-hour delay.

Sunday March 1, 2009
I watched the race and did little other than take Rooney and Gizmo for a run behind the cemetery.  I talked to David and Brianna.  They are supposed to get up to 8” of snow Monday.  David said Janna has a doctor appointment Monday.

Jared continued to celebrate his birthday – this time at his parents. They made him a turkey dinner.

Saturday February 28, 2009
Frank, Lue, Danny, Tari, Mike, Twila, Jared, Missy, and Hannah came for Jared’s birthday dinner.  We had ribs and macaroni salad and DQ Reese Cup Blizzard Cake.

Friday February 27, 2009
Sherri and I had Tavern fish and went to bed rather early.  Gary and Karen came over to visit for a while.  They said Becky and her husband bought a new house where they live in Wilson, N.C.  

Thursday February 26, 2009
Brianna called Sherri and said, “Grandma, one-two-three-four-five-six-seven-eight.  Love you Grandma.”  That’s pretty good.  To be talking two months before her second birthday is good, let alone to be counting.  

Missy is having trouble sleeping because she is very concerned about leaving Hannah when she goes back to work (one week and one day from now).
Wednesday February 25, 2009
Spring Training games begin.  That sounds nice.  I am so ready for baseball season.  Analysts that I listen to on ESPN Podcasts say that there is no (or little) chance for the Pirates to finish above last place.

Tuesday February 24, 2009
I began to replay the 1954 Major League Baseball season.  This should be the year of Willie Mays, Yogi Berra, Duke Snider, and the Cleveland Indians.  We’ll see how it turns out for me in my replays.
Monday February 23, 2009
I took off work at 11 am and brought Sherri home.  She is glad to be back home and to have a real pillow.  She is also glad to watch something decent on TV.  We watched ‘House.”

Jared traveled by car to Toronto for business meetings.  He went up and back in this one day.

Sunday February 22, 2009
I spent the afternoon with Sherri at the hospital.  She is convinced she will be home on Monday.  We’ll see.

Saturday February 21, 2009
Twila, Missy, Jared, Hannah, and I went up and visited with Sherri from 2-4 and then we stopped to see Grandma Laura (at Brookville) on the way back.  Sherri seems as good as ever to me.  Also, Tim & Becky came to see Sherri.

I got Sherri the charm bracelet from Crook’s that she has been wanting.  Jared went and picked it up for me.  Her mother then bought her a charm.
Friday February 20, 2009
Missy, Jared, and I went up to visit Sherri.  We stopped at the Red Lobster on the way and then took Sherri a milkshake from Brusstars.  Sherri seemed pretty good.  Frank, Lue, and Danny kept Hannah.  She had a good time watching Danny play and sing.  

Danny is building puzzles - real hard ones.  He lays them out on the kitchen floor and, within twenty minutes or so, he is done.
Thursday February 19, 2009
I took off in the afternoon to meet with Sherri and a therapist.  Sherri is hoping to be home by Monday or Tuesday.  I think they got her meds straightened out.  Pastor Keith rode up with me and visited Sherri for a while.
Wednesday February 18, 2009
Sherri is doing well.  She likes her doctors because they are both Christians.  Tomorrow I will go up in the afternoon to meet with some doctors or counselors.

Tuesday February 17, 2009
Sherri’s depression has become very concerning.  I left work about 10:00 am. Missy and I took her to the DuBois hospital where they ran a series of medical tests.  Everything checked out as ok.  They admitted her for her depression.  I expect her to be in the hospital anywhere from 3 to 10 days.  Of course, I had to cancel our plans to David & Janna’s this weekend.
Monday February 16, 2009
This was an in-service day at school.  I worked on setting up response clickers for my class.  I also ordered a Smart Board today.

Today would have been Kathy’s 49th birthday (I think).

Sunday February 15, 2009
Hannah was dedicated today at church.  Afterwards, the group went to the Loomis for lunch. (Twila, Rick, Barb, Rick, Laura, Drew, Dude, Linda, Dan, Alisha, Craig, Jared, Missy, Hannah, Sherri, and me.)

Today was the 2-year anniversary of mom’s death.  It’s hard to believe that she used to baby-sit Danny.

I watched the Daytona 500.

Tari agreed to keep Gizmo this coming weekend while Sherri and I are at David & Janna’s.

Saturday February 14, 2009
We celebrated Drew’s 12th birthday with pizza and ice cream cake.  His birthday will be this coming Tuesday.  Drew showed me his guitar and played a little bit.  He also told me he has been taking batting lessons.  He asked Sherri and I if we would come down and watch him play this summer.  We will!
Friday February 13, 2009
Sherri got valentine roses a day early.
Thursday February 12, 2009
Jared, Missy, and Hannah were over for stuffed peppers. Hannah sat in the high chair for the first time.

Wednesday February 11, 2009
Sherri, Becky, and Jody went on shopping trip to DuBois.  

High winds kept Sherri up most of the night.  Gizmo and I had no trouble sleeping.  It was a record-breaking day.  Yesterday broke the old record high of 57 degrees in 1965 (when I was 12 years old).  Yesterday made it to 61º.
Tuesday February 10, 2009
American Idol is almost down to the 36 who will move on.  Now it will get interesting.  It is hard to tell, but it seems that there are some contestants that may have a chance to be really good.
Monday February 9, 2009
Today was my 56th birthday.  Lots of people sent me cards, emailed me birthday wishes, or called.  David called and asked if we were still coming down the weekend after next.  I said ‘yes.’
Sunday February 8, 2009
Sherri and I had a very relaxing day.  We stayed down in the family room all afternoon and evening, watching TV and listening to music.  Missy & Jared went shopping in Pittsburgh for clothes for Hannah, who has already outgrown about everything.  Missy also needed clothes as she starts back to work three weeks from this coming Friday (Mar 6).  Jared’s mom and day kept Hannah and Rooney.

Saturday February 7, 2009
Lue made lasagna for my birthday.  Tari, Mike, Missy, Jared, Hannah, Danny, Frank, Lue, Sherri, and me were there.  She made two cakes – peanut butter and German Chocolate.  

Brianna is moving.  She is leaving the nursery and heading down the hall to a new bedroom.  David and her went shopping for things for her new room.

Friday February 6, 2009
Sherri and I kept Hannah while Missy & Jared went to the Pub for supper.  
Thursday February 5, 2009
Six of the 7 Clarion County Schools were on a 2-hour delay because the wind chills were below zero.  Only Clarion Area ran a regular schedule.  
Wednesday February 4, 2009
I joined those who can claim they fell on the ice.  I fell in the driveway, and it was so slippery, that I had a hard time getting back up.  At first I was afraid I really messed up my right knee, but I now hoping it is just a bad sprain.
Tuesday February 3, 2009
The big news of the day was that Danny ate pizza for the first time.  When Lue picked him up at the daycare he said he wanted to go to Pizza Hut.  She said, “now Danny, you won’t eat pizza.”  He said yes he would, and he did!

Today was the victory parade for the NFL Champion Steelers.  I assume Rick was at the parade because he sent parade pictures.  I will post them soon.  I am glad the Steelers play better than they speak.  Very few that went to the microphone could do very little other than yell “here we go Steelers, here we go.”

Monday February 2, 2009
The groundhog saw his shadow – six more weeks of winter.

I learned today that Mandy (Dude & Linda’s family dog) died this past weekend.  She had a hurt hip and when the doctor took x-rays, he concluded there was little hope for Mandy.  Linda went to take her home from the vets, and when she got up, she collapsed and died.  She was nine years old.  She was a really nice dog.  I hate that death is a part of life – even for our pets.  I am convinced that when we spend our eternal life here on earth, there will be no death – that even our pets will live forever. This is just another reason to make a commitment to follow Jesus.
Sunday February 1, 2009
Super Bowl Sunday!  What a nail biter!  The Steelers won 27-23.  I must admit that I thought it was all over when with 2:27 to go in the game when Kurt Warner hit Larry Fitzgerald with a 64-yard pass play to put the Cardinals up 23-20.  I don’t know what it is about Big Ben.  He is one of those guys that may never be considered a great quarterback.  He doesn’t put up those huge numbers on a regular basis.  However, he has already earned a reputation for being able to do what it takes for the team to win.  In other words, he is a winner.  At the beginning of this year, I would never have guessed that the Steelers had a good enough team to compete for their division, let alone to win it all. Tomlin’s work was outstanding.
Saturday January 31, 2009
Frank worked his last day today.  He is now retired.  

Sherri and I went out for dinner at the Main Event with Gary and Karen.  They told us they have made plans to go to Hawaii in April.

Friday January 30, 2009
Lue said that the word from Butch is that his recent scans indicate the tumor in the lungs has shrunk, the one in the liver has gotten bigger, and there is not any evidence that the tumor in the pancreas is malignant.  He will need to begin the next round of chemo.
Thursday January 29, 2009
Sherri set up a Facebook account today.
Wednesday January 28, 2009
School was canceled today due to snow mixed with freezing rain.  I spent much of the day working on smart board lessons for my math classes.  

We canceled small groups.

The House voted through Obama’s $819 billion stimulus bill.  Every republican congressman voted against it.  Once again I feel Congress is letting the country down.  This may or may not be a good bill, but why can’t these people vote with their heads and hearts instead of with their party?  It makes me reason that they cannot think for themselves and therefore, shouldn’t be there running the country.

Tuesday January 27, 2009
Tonight’s Elder Meeting was canceled.

The area is bracing for bad weather that should begin tonight.

Once again, Hannah slept for nine straight hours.

Monday January 26, 2009
Janna’s sonogram showed everything is fine.  Her due date is August 26.

Hannah slept for 9 straight hours in her own room, in her crib.

Our church had its Annual Meeting.  Bill Rogers was elected to be the next Elder.

Sunday January 25, 2009
Hannah attended her first worship service.  She was really good.  She seemed to love the music.  

Saturday January 24, 2009
David called and said I had it wrong, that they won’t find out for a while whether Brianna will have a brother or a sister.  This first sonogram will show the heartbeat. Though it was cold, they went to a big playground in York and let Brianna play for a little while.  She loves the sliding board and other stuff.

Lue said Danny went to the doctor and had to get shots.  When the nurse left the room to get the needle, Danny turned off the lights so that when the nurse came back, she wouldn’t be able to find him.  Frank begins is last week before retirement. 
Friday January 23, 2009
Sherri and I, being behind in watching Desperate Housewives and some other shows, had a DH marathon and spent the evening watching 3 episodes and then one recorded episode of House.
Thursday January 22, 2009
We ate supper over at Jared & Missy’s (Pizza Pub).  Hannah is changing so quickly.  She looks around a lot and seems pretty strong. She got her shots yesterday (or maybe the day before).  She didn’t like that.  Missy said she talked to David and that Janna and he should find out soon if they are having a boy or a girl.

Wednesday January 21, 2009
Our Small Groups began tonight.  We are studying Mark.  This a study running concurrently with the sermon series Keith is preaching.

Tuesday January 20, 2009
Paul Ion was taken to Pittsburgh after suffering a stroke.  Our small groups starts tonight and Paul had been set to be one of our members.

I was able to use the Internet to listen to the Inauguration.  I was expecting a history-making speech.  Obama’s address was good but it wasn’t the homerun that I was expecting.  There was nothing that will stand the test of time like JFK’s ‘Ask not what your country….”
Monday January 19, 2009
This will be President Bush’s last full day in office.  Hopefully, history will judge him more ‘kinder and gentler’ than contemporary Americans have.  In reality, presidents have very little effect on the economy, if any.  Only time will tell if the war in Iraq was a good or bad thing.  I am grateful that his administration kept us safe since Sept 11, 2001.  I did not vote for Obama though I am ready for our country to have black president and get past that.  I think Obama is very smart is a great communicator, will work hard, and be a good leader.   Though I disagree with several positions he takes, nonetheless, I hope he will be the best president we ever had.

Sunday January 18, 2009
I had a meeting at the church in the afternoon to plan for small groups which start this week.  The focus of the small groups will be on the book of Mark.

The Steelers won a hard-fought battle with the Baltimore Ravens to advance to the Super Bowl.  The Steelers will meet the Arizona Cardinals on February 1.  It will be the Steelers 7th trip to the big game, while the Cardinals have never before appeared in the Super Bowl.
Saturday January 17, 2009
Today was even colder than yesterday – at least in the morning, and then it did warm up some.  The wind chills were again 20 below and the temperature hit -9°.

Missy, Jared, Twila, Sherri, and I went to the Red Lobster in Dubois were dinner. There dinners are great but the biscuits and Caesar salad are among my favorites.  
Friday January 16, 2009
School was canceled today with temperatures well below zero.  Wind chills were around 25° below zero and the actual temperature was -7°.  That missed the record for January 16 by 5 degrees.  It was -12° on this date in 1984.  The last time it was this cold was Feb. 6, 2007 when the mercury dipped to 9° below zero.

I took the van to Brookville to have it serviced, tires rotated, new air filter and wiper blades.  Then, I stopped and fed Hannah on the way back home.

Thursday January 15, 2009
Once again school was delayed two hours due to cold.

‘Miracle in the Hudson’ – When I came out of Walmart and turned on XM Radio, I learned that a plane went down in the Hudson River at New York City and all 155 on board survived.  It seems that everyone did everything exactly right.  I think the pilot will get lots of attention over the next few days for not putting the plane into the city and for being able to save everyone. 

Wednesday January 14, 2009
School was delayed two hours today because of wind chills below 0.  Schools are already on a two-hour delay for Thursday and, most certainly, the same will be true for Friday.

Our church will begin small groups next week.  I am going to lead a group that will meet at Twila’s on Wednesdays from 6 to 7 pm.

Tuesday January 13, 2009
Rob will be heading back to the Steelers’ game this weekend.  

Bob Leadbetter found his renter dead (suicide).

We had an Elders Meeting tonight.  Before it started we met at Sandy Sowl’s to pray for her, as she will have a hip replacement on Thursday.  This was the last meeting for Jim Weisel, whose 4-year term comes to an end.

Monday January 12, 2009
Sherri went with her mother to see Grandma Laura.  Laura is actually doing pretty well.  She was on her way to the Red Hat Society Meeting.

Rickie Henderson and Jim Rice were elected to the Hall of Fame.

Sunday January 11, 2009
The Steelers won 35-24 at home over San Diego in the Division Playoff Game.  They will now advance to the AFC Championship next Sunday at home with the Baltimore Ravens.  Though the Steelers beat the Ravens twice this year, everyone knows it is often hard to beat a team a third time in one season.  However, I like the way the Steelers look.  If they keep it going, they will win it all.

I understand that Dude went with Rick to the game yesterday.

Dan took his drivers test over the weekend and passed.  

Saturday January 10, 2009
Frank’s birthday – I made stuffed pork chops and mashed potatoes and Lue brought in a peanut butter cake. Tari, Mike, Lue, Frank, Danny, Jared, Missy, and Hannah came.  Most everyone came by 4 pm so they could watch the football game.

We got a lot of snow today – I would guess 8-10 inches.  I had to snow blow a couple of times.  It is over Gizmo’s head, so I blew out a path through the back yard.

Friday January 9, 2009
I learned tonight that Rob will also be at the Steelers’ game on Sunday.  

Thursday January 8, 2009
Schools were delayed two hours today.  

Rick and his friend, Keith, have tickets for Sunday’s Steelers’ playoff game at home against the Chargers.  However, Keith is now not able to go, so Rick asked Jared if he wanted to join him.  Jared had to decline, but was very tempted.  Temperature at kickoff at Heinz Field is predicted to be 24 degrees.  

Wed Jan 7
School was canceled today.  I spent the day cleaning, shopping and cooking.  I made a lasagna dinner and Missy, Jared, Hannah, and Twila came to eat.
Tue Jan 6
As normal, I took Gizmo for a walk at the cemetery.  It was just before dark.  Gizmo and I were both getting cold as we got back to the car.  Then I discovered I didn’t have my car keys.  I looked in through the window of the van and couldn’t see them.  I could hardly see anything.  I backtracked where we had walked and just about gave up (I couldn’t see at all by now).  I told Gizmo we would have to walk back home, get Sherri’s keys, and then back up to the cemetery again when just then I tramped on something.  That’s right, it was my keys.  

So, we next headed over to see Hannah.  Her parents said she was being bad but she seemed like a quiet little angel to me.  However, she seemed a lot bigger to me since I last saw her.  Rooney seemed a little jealous of me wanting to see Hannah rather than him so I had to spend a little time with Rooney too.

Mon Jan 5
Well, back to school after being off for the past 12 days.  Now we start the long part of the year.  From now until Easter, there virtually no days off and it will seem to drag after several weeks.

Sherri went with her mother to DuBois.  She bought a new winter coat.

Sun Jan 4
Rather an uneventful day.  I went to church, bought groceries, and watched football.  Sherri was hardly out of bed all day. 

Sat Jan 3
We went to the Iron Bridge to celebrate Twila’s 72nd birthday (which is Sunday).  The prime rib was perhaps the best I’ve ever had.  We had a table for 10: Twila, Rick, Laura, Dude, Linda, Dan, Missy, Jared, Sherri, and me.
Fri Jan 2
Today I got my photo for my driver’s license and then I stopped at the courthouse and bought Gizmo’s license for 2009.

Thur Jan 1
New Year’s Day:  We went to Rick & Laura’s for the day. They served a very good pork & sauerkraut dinner plus Rick made homemade ice cream with the new freezer he got for Christmas.  I was glad to get to see their big flat screen TV in high definition – what a picture.  However, the picture was much, much better than the game we watched.  We watched USC destroy the Nittany Lions.  There were 13 of us (Rick, Laura, Chaz, Betsy, Drew, Twila, Dude, Linda, Dan, Alisha, Craig, Sherri, and me).  They have a beautiful home and some really nice Christmas decorations.  Sherri and I really enjoyed the day.

2008

Wed Dec 31
New Year’s Eve:  18 showed up for the party and exactly half that number made it to midnight.  Sherri and I went to bed at 1 am.  

Tue Dec 30
Danny stayed all night.  We spent a portion of the evening looking at the catalog that I used to order his marble run.  He found lots of things that he wanted for next Christmas.  In fact, several things were toys he has wanted his whole life.  We went to bed at 10 pm, but he watched cartoons and played with a back scratcher until midnight.  He will stay Wednesday until his mother gets off work at noon and then be back for the New Year’s Eve party at 7 pm.

Mon Dec 29
I drove out to Butch’s.  I got there around 12:30 pm and stayed until 4:30 and got back home around 8:00.  We had a good visit and he seemed to be pretty good to me, however, other than to go to the bathroom, he doesn’t get out of his chair.  For some reason, he is to skip his chemo treatment this coming week.  While there, Cindy stopped in for a couple of hours and then Doug stopped in for the last hour I was there.  We talked about baseball, the years I taught and lived out there, and days gone by. He told me that Mark’s wife, Melissa, got laid off last week.

Sun Dec 28
A real windy day:  We only lost power for a few seconds, but in Michigan, some will be days to get it back.  We watched the Steelers roll over Cleveland, but of course the big news is Big Ben getting a concussion.  We’ll have to see if it effects the playoffs.

Missy was up sick (throwing up) last night.
Sat Dec 27
Don and Pat are home and came in to visit for an hour or so.  Later, I went to Ron and Fran’s for a holiday get together.  It was an unusual warm day, with temps in the 60’s.

I called out at Butch’s.  Ginny said he was not feeling that great this morning.  I am planning a trip out on Monday.

Fri Dec 26
Sherri is still sick.  

Jared’s grandparents came up from West Mifflin spend the weekend with Jared’s parents.  This will be the first they will see Hannah (their great granddaughter).

Gizmo got a new bed for Christmas and spends several hours per day in it.
Thur Dec 25
Christmas Day:  We had a relaxing morning.  Missy, Jared, Hannah, and Twila came around 11 am.  We opened gifts and had omelets.  Sherri is still sick so she went to bed for the rest of the day.  At 4 pm, Jared, Missy, Hannah, and I went to Frank and Lue’s for dinner.  She cooked a ham.  Tari and Mike were there and so was BeeDee and Scott.  Rob/Jess and family came later.  We came back home and Dan, Alisha, Drew, Rick, and Twila came up for a while.  Sherri never did get back up.

Wed Dec 24
Christmas Eve:   Missy, Jared, Hannah, and Twila came for dinner.  We had steak.  Then we went to church for the Christmas Eve Service.  After that we went to Danny’s and gave him his present.  We got him a marble run kit that has to be constructed. 

Tue Dec 23
Today was the last day of school until January 5.  Hannah came over for Sloppy Joes and homemade macaroni and cheese, however, she slept through the entire supper.

Mon Dec 22
Schools were delayed today because of cold temperatures.  Wind chills reached at least 20 degrees below zero. 

 

Sun Dec 21
We went to Twila's for a stuffed meatloaf dinner and the Steelers' game.  The dinner was much better.

 

Sat Dec 20
After a late morning breakfast, David, Janna, and Brianna left to do Christmas at Janna's parents in Waynesburg.

 

Fri Dec 19
We had Christmas with David, Janna, and Brianna.  We had brisket, shrimp, cornbread, etc. We got Brianna a Fisher Price car.  Dan, Lori, and Shelby stop by - it was nice to get to see them.  

 

Thur Dec 18
David, Janna, and Brianna made it home.  They got here with enough time for Brianna to play for an hour or so.

 

Sherri baked cookies and made fudge today.

 

Wed Dec 17
Missy was happy because Hannah slept for 7 straight hours last night. 

 

Tue Dec 16
Hannah's birth announcement was in today's Clarion News. Click here to see that article. 

 

Gizmo got groomed today.  I wrapped presents while I watched the finale of the biggest loser.  Earlier, I started to watch a recording of Boston Legal from Dec 8th.  I was surprised to learn that it was the Series Finale.

 

Mon Dec 15
Sherri and Becky Brooks visited Jeanie Snyder.  I just saw that the night David and his family will be heading here, that we are to get over 7 inches of snow. Perhaps that far away, the forecast will change. 

 

Sun Dec 14
Another exciting come-from-behind Steeler win. The win gave them the championship of the AFC Central Division.  Missy, Jared, Hannah, and Twila came to watch the game.  I had a pot roast cooked for supper which we ate at halftime. Hannah still has a rash on her face. It's been there for about 5 or 6 days now.

 

Sat Dec 13
David said that Brianna was in a Christmas Play at her daycare Friday night.  

 

Sherri and I went to our church's Christmas party.

 

Fri Dec 12
David called to say they would be home for Christmas next Thursday night and Friday night.  They will then go on to Janna's parents sometime on Saturday.

 

Janna got a new vehicle. David told me the make/model but I forgot. I know he said it can seat 8 people.

 

Sherri went to a Christmas party at Dando's.  The share-n-care group was invited.  She said it was a really nice time.

 

Linda said that Alisha baked her a cake for her birthday and that Alisha and Dan got her a necklace.

 

Thur Dec 11
Lue told me that BeeDee, Scott, Fran, and Ron were going out to see Butch today.  I  guess they will get a room and see him again tomorrow before returning home.  I will be anxious to hear what they have to say when they get back.

 

Wed Dec 10
On the way home from work, I stopped off to watch Hannah while Missy got a shower. She and Jared were going to Sweet Basils for dinner and Hannah was going over to Grandma & Grandpa Beggs.

 

Tue Dec 9
Sherri and Twila went to the movies to see "Austrailia."

Mon Dec 8
Sherri saw her heart specialist today.  He said that the one part of her heart is not working right and that there is leakage.  He wants to re-evaluate her in one month.  He said she has 30 or more pounds of fluid built up because of this.  He put her on medication to help this.

 

Sun Dec 7
David and Jared made it through a thrilling Steeler game.  One came away very happy and the other upset with the outcome.  David enjoyed seeing the stadium but was annoyed with what he called 'obnoxious Steeler fans.'

 

We had a birthday dinner for Lue – ribs and spaghetti. Tari brought the cake. Frank got her an Ipod for her birthday.  Mike, Tari, Frank, Lue, Danny, Missy, Hannah, and Twila were here.

 

Sat Dec 6
Rumor has it that David and Janna are shopping for a new car.  Janna drives a good distance each day to work and she has had her car for some time, so I would imagine she has accumlated a lot of miles on her current vehicle.

 

Missy & Jared took Hannah up to Sears to get pictures taken.  Later in the evening, Sherri and I went with Missy, Jared, and Hannah, looking at Christmas lights. 

 

We put up our tree today.  

 

Fri Dec 5
What great job of baby-sitting I did (of course with Sherri's help). While Jared got Missy away for the first time in the baby's life, we kept Hannah and she slept for the entire four hours.  There was no feeding, no changing diapers, and no fussing.  Missy did have to call every 60 minutes to make sure we didn't break her.  Rooney came too and he was the one who demanded most of our attention.  

 

Thur Dec 4
Finally, I got back over to see the baby.  She is doing fine except she eats a lot.  Missy was having a rough day.  Her carpel tunnel was keeping her up all night and Hannah wants to eat all the time and each time she eats, it is for 40 minutes.  She has her first doctor appointment tomorrow.

 

Jared secured two tickets for the Cowboys/Steelers game on Sunday.  So, he called David and David was excited to go with him.  Though he has been a Cowboys fan all his life, David has never seen them play in person.  He will get a room at Harmarville and meet Jared there Sunday afternoon.

 

Sherri and I are set for our first baby-sitting sesson with Hannah on Saturday night.  Jared plans on taking Missy out for dinner.  I plan on giving her hotdogs and lots of chocolate.

 

Wed Dec 3
I was off sick today.  However, by evening I started feeling pretty good.  I haven't seen the baby since last Friday so I am anxious to get over Thursday evening.  Missy said the baby has been sleeping six straight hours in the evening.  People from the church have been bring her and Jared meals this week.

 

Tue Dec 2
We had a county-wide inservice at Clarion Area High School. All the schools in Clarion County were there.  It was very well organized and the workshops that I attended were well worth it.  The keynote speaker was Willard Daggert and he was excellent. The Derrick ran an article about his presentation. Daggert urged educators to look to make learning more rigorous by making it more relevant. 

 

 

Mon Dec 1
I still do not feel good.  I am not sure if I will be able to go to work Tuesday or not.

I went to the Pharmacy in the evening and drove past Lynne and Joe's.  They decorated the front of their house and it really looked nice.

 

Sun Nov 30
This was the 3rd straight day that I have not felt well - bad cold. As a result of not wanting to give this to the baby, I haven't seen Hanah since Friday.

 

Rick and Drew were up.  They got to see Hannah and they gave her a Steelers' outfit.

 

Sat Nov 29
I called Ginny yesterday to wish her a happy birthday and to see how Butch was doing.  He was able to come out to the table on Thanksgiving Day for a few minutes but he didn't eat much.  Ginny told me she and Butch received flowers from BeeDee & Scott.  She also said that Butch told her to call Cindy and for the two of them to go out to dinner for her birthday but she told him she would wait until he could take her out.

 

Fri Nov 28
I spent the day resting up. I took the table back to Lue's office. Tari, Mike, Missy, Jared, Hannah, Frank, Lue, and Danny came over for supper to help me get rid of leftovers.

 

Thur Nov 27
Now that's what I'm talking about!  Thanksgiving Day is my favorite holiday of the year and this one did not dissapoint.  

 

It began at 4 am.  I love getting up real early and getting the turkeys (2 twenty pounders) stuffed and in the roaster/oven.  We ate dinner at 12:30.  I was really glad that Chris came with Don.  I hadn't seen Chris in sometime and I enjoyed talking with him. Of course, the day was real special because Hannah not only came over for dinner, she stayed for about 10 hours.  That's pretty good for a 5-day old girl, isn't it?  

 

Danny's promise of eating pumpkin pie never materialized.  He was disappointed that I didn't have orange chips (cheddar cheese with sour cream).  Anyway, the starting lineup was BeeDee, Scott, Don, Chris, Fran, Ron, Jared, Missy, Hannah, Mike, Tari, Lue, Frank, Danny, Sherri, and me.  As the sun set we gained more family.  Rob, Jess, Austin, and Lexi came. We had a little birthday celebration for Lexi.  Also stopping in was Alisha, Craig, Dan, Dude, Linda, Babe, and Tracy. 

 

I loved watching the kids playing and having fun.  Hannah was a big hit - everyone wanted to hold her and she was so content.  Rooney came over in the late afternoon. It was just a great day.  The end was a little sad.  Danny decided it was so much fun here that he didn't want to leave.  When his parents told him that he couldn't stay all night, he left to go home very, very upset.  

 

Other than that, it was the best of Thanksgivings and I am so gratefule to the Lord for what I have, especially my family. 

Wed Nov 26
I talked to David this evening. He said the three of them were going to have their own Thanksgiving dinner. They can't go anywhere since they have to work the next day. That makes me a little sad, since this is my favorite holiday of the year and I love to be around family.  And, ever since Hannah has been born, Sherri and I miss Brianna even more. We wish she could be here to experience all the fun we are having with the new baby.

 

Tue Nov 25
Missy, Jared, and Hannah got home from the hospital around 2 pm.  Hannah liked her new home and she likes her dog, Rooney.

 

Mon Nov 24
I told Missy and Jared that Drew had called over the weekend to see if they had their baby and that he was real happy to hear that she had.

 

Hannah continues to sleep real peaceful most of the time.  She did have episode yesterday where she screamed bloody murder for almost two hours. She must have gotten an upset stomach. However, she never does that when I am around.  Everytime I am with her, she is always quite content.  I suggested to Missy and Jared that perhaps she needs to stay with me for the first few weeks until she gets adjusted.

 

Sun Nov 23
This day flew by. After going to church and teaching Sunday School, Sherri and I went to see the baby, then to Danny's party, home for a quick nap, back to see the baby, home to eat supper and next thing we knew, the day was over.  

Missy has been getting a lot of walking in and is getting better.  She has one more full day before taking Hannah to see her home and her dog.

 

Sat Nov 22
Life has a lot of struggles and lots of days that bring frustrations and hearaches.  This was not one of them.  This was a great, great day! Missy had a C-Section and delivered a beautiful baby girl, Hannah Lynn.  Everyone was so happy. And it was really fun not knowing the gender until she was born.  I don't think Missy or Jared could be any happier at this moment.

 

Fri Nov 21
Missy went to the hospital at 4 PM and they gave her an IV to induce labor. She has been there all night with no word.

 

Thur Nov 20
Today was Missy's due date.  However, no baby!

I thought I would watch the Steelers in bed. As usual, I didn't even make it to kickoff. 

 

Wed Nov 19
Missy and Jared brought over pizza for supper.  There is no indication that the baby will be born on his/her due date.  I am still predicting November 28, which would be 8 days late.  We will know more when she has the ultrasound on Friday.

 

Tue Nov 18
Odds are now real slim that Missy will deliver before her due date. She is doing well, though she seems to be getting a little nervous.   

 

Mon Nov 17
A water line broke above Fran and Ron's living room ceiling and water came down into their new flat screen TV.  So far it is working, but will it continue?

Sun Nov 16
Joe and Lynne are the most recent Dish converts. 

 

Sat Nov 15
Spent a day raking leaves between the rain showers.

Jared went to a friends wedding in Pittsburgh.

Dede Orlic brought us over chicken for supper.

 

Fri Nov 14
Missy had doctor appointment. If she doesn't deliver in 7 days, she is to have an ultrasound and a stress test. If the baby is big, then a C-section will be scheduled.  However, she is currently having contractions 30-60 minutes apart.

 

Thur Nov 13
The vacation date for Virginia Beach (Sandbridge) has been changed to June 13-20.

 

Linda emailed saying that Dan had his appointment on Tuesday and he does not have to wear his brace anymore (unless the conditions warrant it - such as icy walkways).  He doesn't have to see the doctor again until December 23rd.  His bend is 105 degrees before warm-up and 120 degrees after warming up.  His good leg is at 135 degrees so he is almost there.  It has been 6 weeks since his surgery.

 

Wed Nov 12
With only a week to go now, it is starting to become obvious that Missy will not be going early.  She is doing fine, in fact, now that she is done working and getting lots of rest, she is feeling and doing much better. 

 

Tue Nov 11
Twila booked the vacation house for next year.  It will be June 6-13.  The house is near the end of the Sandbridge strip, much further down than we have ever been. 

 

Mon Nov 10
With wind chills around 28º, I stayed after school to workout inside in the gym.  

 

Sun Nov 9
Well, the Steelers capped off a great weekend.  Penn State lost on Saturday and now the Steelers play like anything other than a division champion.  With Penn State's loss, I am finished altogether with college football for the year.  I wouldn't be if there were a playoff in place like the NCAA basketball tournament.  Let's see - how many more days until baseball starts?

 

Sat Nov 8
Raked leaves, cooked sauerkraut and pork, and watched Penn State lose.

 

Fri Nov 7
Missy had her weekly doctor appointment.  She is now officially done working.  

 

Stacey Keihl, the daughter of one of Sherri's good friends, had a baby girl.

 

Gary and Dan Clark have tickets for the Steelers game Sunday.

 

Gary, Karen, Missy, Jared, Sherri, and I went to Plylers for supper.

 

Thur Nov 6
Butch is set up for chemo.  He will get new scans after a couple of months. I guess they did not give him a prognosis.

 

Wed Nov 5
I learned that Butch went to the Cleveland Clinic and did not get good news. 

 

Tue Nov 4
It was a long night as I tried to watch as much of the election returns and the following speeches that I could.  I am glad that it was not a virtual tie as the past two presidential elections were.  This time there is a clear winner and the result will be a president with a clear backing of the American people.  Barak Obama will be the next president. 

 

Mon Nov 3
I had my annual appointment with Dr. Armstrong. He x-rayed my knees and he said everything seems to be just fine. 

 

Well, this is the last day before the election.  It looks like a big margin of victory for Obama but we'll see.  The economy went south at just the wrong time.  To be honest, I don't feel very good about either one of them.  In the end, I will probably vote for McCain because he will send conservative justices to the Supreme Court plus I feel he would be a better comander in chief.  However, I don't like his economic plan (nor do I like Barak's plan).  I beleive Obama might be better at uniting the country - he is a much better speaker and motivator.  And, it would be nice to get past never having a minority president. The real question I have is 'Where is next Ronald Reagan?'  

Sun Nov 2
The church threw a shower for Missy from noon to 2 pm.  It is getting harder each day for her to work.  She is planning on at least getting through one more week. 

 

Sat Nov 1
I made ribs for Tari's birthday. Frank, Lue, Danny, Missy, Jared, Rooney, Mike, and Tari were here.  After dinner we played Name the Lyrics but we weren't that crazy about the game.  When Danny came he rang the doorbell because he was in his halloween costume - Winnie the Pooh. 

 

Fri Oct 31
Well October comes to an end with some really nice weather.

Sherri and I went to the church to get our picture taken for the church directory.  Missy and Jared came over and we brought home tavern fish for supper.

 

Thur Oct 30
Sherri went to see urologist at Pittsburgh.  He doesn't believe that she is getting a lot of infections.  He explained that bacteria in urinary tract doesn't imply infections - neither does blood in the urine.  He believes she gets a few drops of blood, which is normal, but since she is on a blood thinner, she bleeds much more than is normal.  He put her on a low dose preventative antibiotic but told her to stay off all other antibiotics.  Unless she gets real sick with fever, vomiting, chills, excessive pain, etc. she is to go back to Pittsburgh in a year.

 

Missy has a doctor appointment each week until delivery.  Today, she went and was told that the big day is anytime.  It is not unusual for expecting mothers to develop carpal tunnel - like symptoms (which go away after delivery) and Missy has this bad.  She has to wear a brace and she can't sleep at night because of the pain.  I remember Lue had the same thing.

 

Wed Oct 29
Today is Tari's birthday. We will celebrate it Saturday evening with some ribs.

 

The World Series ended with the Phillies taking it 4 games 1.  It was really fun to see someone other than the Red Sox and Yankees in it.  David and I can boast that we saw a game where the Pirates (for one night) were better than the world champs.  Though they were late and I have been tired for days, watching the world series is one of the most enjoyable things for me in this life.  I wish there videos of all the world series of the past 50+ years.  I could sit and watch those games all winter long.

 

The weather was so bad in areas north of here, that Missy was sent home from school early.

 

Tue Oct 28
Our router (modem) went bad.  Verizon replaced it today.  

This evening we got the first real snow fall of the year.

Sherri had an eco-cardiogram today. 

 

Mon Oct 27
For the first time ever, a world series game is suspended.  That means they will resume it from the point they left off on Monday night.  Stupid, stupid, stupid!  I have no idea why they didn't call the game before it began and wait a day or two or three, until they got a nice day to play. 

 

Sun Oct 26
Another late night watching the World Series. 

We went over to Jared & Missy's for supper - a pot roast and some really good pumpkin dessert. 

 

Sat Oct 25
Jared and I went to the Missions Conference at church.  Greg Sanford, of New Tribes Misions, was there.  He gave a very interesting explanation of how they reach the lost.

 

I stayed up for the entire game #3 of the World Series.  The game ended at 1:47 am.  It was delayed an hour and a half due to rain.  That gave me a chance to watch Penn State.

 

Sherri is still sick and has a lot of pain.  She will go see a specialist in Pittsburgh on Thursday.

 

Fri Oct 24
Danny was in during the evening.  He was wearing his mittons.  He is hoping for snow because he was to go sled riding.

 

Dan's brace was adjusted so that his leg does not have to be in a straight position all the time.  He is getting 100 degrees bend.  To play sports, he needs to get 180 degrees.  Alisha was at Dan's appointment. She was job shadowing as part of her senior project.

Thur Oct 23
The pot of coffee worked. I easily made it to the end of game #3 where the Rays tied it up at one game a piece. 

 

Wed Oct 22
I went to bed from 6 - 8 pm and then got back up and watched all of game #1 of the World Series.  Hamels was tough.  In fact, there was lots of good pitching on both sides.  I figured the Phillies would take game one. The next two games, the Rays will have the advantage.  All the games start at 8:30 pm. Starting with Thursday game, I will try making and drinking a pot of coffee.

 

Missy had a doctor appointment.  The doctor told her that the baby is now cosidered full term and they wouldn't try to stop it if it decided to come anytime.  She is due exactly four weeks from Thursday.

 

Tue Oct 21
Frank got his paperwork back on how much he would make per month if he were to retire.  He will wrestle with this decision over the next few weeks.  Lue is betting that by March 1 he will no longer be a postal employee.  Those kind of decisions are always tought:  less money vs. healthier/happier.

 

David Cook is releasing a new song that figures to be a big hit.  Light On is currently at #17 on Billboard's Hot 100.  Click here for the lyrics to Light On .

Mon Oct 20
Sherri had a doctor appointment and the results from the lab are back.  She does have another urinary infection and will go back on antibiotics.  She will also have an echo of her heart in several days.

 

The Direct TV man came to Twila's.  He drilled up through the floor in her hall and ripped her carpet and then left when he got a call saying one of his kids was being sent to Pittsburgh (medical emergency) leaving her without TV.

 

Sun Oct 19
What a great playoff series!  In a real nail-biter, the Tampa Bay Rays are heading to the World Series.  It is unbelievable because they were the worst team in baseball last season.

 

Colin Powell endorsed Obama today.  McCain is in real trouble.  To be honest, if I could get past Obama's stand on abortion and the thought of the liberal justices he would nominate to the Supreme Court, I would probably be voting for him.  At first I was intrigued by Sarah Palin, but I know think that this was a bad choice.  I would rather have Biden lead the country than her.  

 

The Steelers beat up the Bengals who haven’t won a game.  Penn State is still at #3 and will travel to Ohio State this coming weekend.

 

Sat Oct 18
Sherri was a little better today as we celebrated her 53rd birthday.  

 

David, Brianna and I went to eat and park for breakfast.  I got the rest of the family cinomin rolls from the County Seat.  If you never had one of these, you should.  They are better (and cheaper) than the ones at the ALF.

 

After a lousy first half, one in which made me believe that Penn State would lose for the 10th straight game to Michigan, the Nitanny Lions roared back to win in a blow-out.

 

There was no way I could stay away for the Red Sox/Rays game.  However, I recorded it and got up and fast forwarded through it early Sunday morning.  I can't believe that it now looks like the Sox are going back to the World Series.

 

Fri Oct 17
David, Janna, and Brianna came home.  They are going to a birthday party Saturday in New Castle for a girl's one year birthday (daughter of Janna's friend Leah).

 

Sherri has blood in her urine.  She went to the hospital for blood and urine tests.  She is considering going to Pittsburgh at the beginning of the week and finding someone down there. 

 

Thur Oct 16
I watched the Rays grab a 7-0 lead and then blow it.  Looks like 3-4 hours of sleep is the best I will be able to do.

 

I ordered Sherri's birthday cake from Sara Janes Deli.

 

Wed Oct 15
I layed down right after supper for an hour or two so I could get back up and watch the baseball game.  The Phillies are going to the world series as they knocked off the LA Dodgers 4 games to 1. 

 

This week was more like it.  After gaining 3 pounds over the past two weeks, I got back on track with a 6-lb loss this week, making the total wt. loss for 2008 at 139 lb.  There is still a chance to hit the goal of 150 lb. loss during this calendar year.

 

Tue Oct 14
Another meeting at the church tonight.  When I got home, the Rays were way ahead of the Sox.  Looking good for Tampa Bay.

 

The leaves are starting to come down at a good clip.  Looks like its about time to get at it.

 

Mon Oct 13
A long meeting at the church (about 3 hours).

 

Both of the teams I'm rooting for in the baseball playoffs won.  The Phillies are one win away from the World Series and the Rays need 2 more wins.

 

Sun Oct 12
A really warm day for the second week of October.  After church, Sherri stayed for a shower for Stacy Keihl and I went home and then walked over to Jared & Missy's.  Rooney wanted to go with me when I left, so he made the two mile walk back home.  Then, he and Gizmo went for a walk behind the cementary.   

 

Sat Oct 11
Rick and his friend (Keith) flew to Chicago and then drove to the University of Wisconsin to watch Penn State win in a slaughter.  The two go to a Penn State away game every year.

 

Twila ordered Direct TV.

 

Missy is getting rather uncomfortable.

Fri Oct 10
Another great fall day. I watched the Phillies beat the Dodgers to take a 2-0 lead in the NLCS.  I slept through much of the Red Sox/Rays game.

 

I remembered it was Mark's birthday.  When I lived at Butch & Ginny's for a couple of months during the first year I first taught at Elyria, Mark would tell me that he would be 10 on 10/10.

 

Thur Oct 9
Missy co-workers had a shower for her at the Loomis.  Earlier this week the doctor told Missy that he would leave it up to her how much she worked in the next two weeks.  Then two weeks from now, all decisions would be out of her hands and into his.

 

Twila is seriously considering switching from cable to Satellite TV. 

 

Wed Oct 8
Sherri saw the back surgeon and he wants her to do physical therapy three times per week.

 

Dan is doing PT 3-4 times per week.  He is putting weight on his knee as he is able.  Next week he gets the stiches out but will have to wear his brace for another two weeks.

 

Don told me last Saturday that Chris is working out with the basketball team and is doing well.  (They live in Chapel Hill, NC.)  In the mile run, he was the second fastest on the team.  That is amazing!  He pays the price for his hard workouts when he gets home in terms of fatigue and pain, but he is very determined.  Whether or not he makes the team, I think I can speak for our entire family of how grateful we are that Chris has recovered to this point and of how proud we are of him.

 

For two weekends in a row it seems like it been 3-day parties.  I have paid the price for that.  After a gain of one pound I follow that this week with a gain of 2 (total at 133).   All parties for this coming weekend are hereby canceled. 

 

Tue Oct 7
Sherri picked up her x-rays today. On Wednesday, she will have a consultation with a back surgeon that comes to Clarion from Allegheny General.  

 

I know it is a hair cooler than most people like, but, I was thinking while walking last this afternoon, that for me, this is the ideal weather.  Long live autumn.

Mon Oct 6
Well, the Tampa Bay Rays went from the worst team in baseball last year to one of this year's final four.  They will meet the World Champion Red Sox in a best of 7 series starting Friday.  I will be rooting for the Rays and for the Phillies, however, I am starting to think it will be the Red Sox and the Dodgers in this year's World Series. 

  

Sun Oct 5
I watched a lot of baseball today - most of the Phillies/Brewers game, most of the Rays game, and some of the Red Sox/Angels game.  I tried to stay awake for the end of the Steelers game, but couldn't.  

 

Frank, Lue, and Danny went up town to the tractor show.   Another ALF came to an end.  The ALF and I are the same age - we were both born in 1953.

 

Now that the Cubs are eliminated, I guess I am hoping for a Phillies vs. Rays World Series.

 

Sat Oct 4
ALF Parade Day.  What has become tradition, I made vegetable soup and sloppy joes.  Lots of people dropped in.  Don was up from North Carolina and stopped in for a while in the morning.  Sherri went up to the Parade with Gary and Karen. 
 

Fri Oct 3
ALF Craft Day.  Sherri's most favorite day.  She spent about 5 or so hours uptown with the thousands of people.  I stayed at home and did laundry, mowed the grass, grocery shopped, and then started the soup for Saturday.

 

We went over to Missy & Jared's to see the nursery.  At Jared's insistance, Missy has her bagged packed and ready to go when the time comes.

 

Dan had his surgery today to reconstruct a torn ACL.  In the late afternoon we got word that he was done with his surgery and all went well. However, we didn't hear if and when he got home.

 

Thur Oct 2
It was certainly cooler today.  I walked to Bilo and back and had to wear a sweat jacket (though I still wore shorts).  On my walk, I saw Scott uptown getting ALF food for supper.  

 

Once a week at school, the students in the Culinary Arts program make lunch.  It is a buffet (all you can eat) for $5.  Today, they made ALF food.  They had stromboli, chineese food, funnel cakes, hot sausage, greasy fries, deep fried candy bars, deep fried vegetables, and a lot more.  I tried not to eat too much, BUT, I did sample some things and it was great.  If I wasn't trying to lose weight, I would have had a field day on $5. 

 

Wed Oct 1
This would have been mom's 73rd birthday.

 

I gained one pound this week.  Total loss is reduced to 135.

 

The leaves are beginning to change.  Cooler weather is on the way.  Fall is in full swing.

 

Tue Sep 30
I walked from the house to Klingensmith's Pharmacy and back.  The town was busy with people getting ALF food (obviously for supper).  The smell of Clarion during this week is memorable.

 

I wrote my congressman, asking him to call for Nancy Pelosi to step down as Spearker of the House.

 

Mon Sep 29
I spent the evening at Seneca where I attended an assocation meeting for Southern Baptist Churches of Northwest Pennsylvania.

 

I fell asleep at the beginning of the 2nd half of the Steelers' game.  They won in overtime.

 

Sun Sep 28
David, Janna, and Brianna headed back home around 1:30.  It was really good to see them this weekend.  Brianna says lots of words and has a blast.  She is really a happy child.   We can't wait until they come back - which shouldn't be too long.  They are planning on coming on Oct 17.  They have a birthday party in New Castle or Sharon (I forget which one) on the 18th.

 

Today was the autorama at the ALF.  We didn't go up, but coming out of church, it seemed that there was lots of people there.

Sat Sep 27
Today was Missy's shower. 

David & Janna went out in the evening and we got to keep Brianna.  She is so fun.  Missy, Jared, Sherri, and I had hot sausage sandwiches and fries from the ALF stands for supper.

 

Perhaps my favorite actor of all time died today.  Paul Newman was 83.  The Sting, Butch/Sundance, Cool Hand, and Cat on a Hot... are all some of my most favorite movies ever.

 

Fri Sep 26
Missy had pains and had to go to the hospital. She was sent home.

 

David, Janna, and Brianna got here around 9:30.  Brianna seems like she is a lot older.

 

Thur Sep 25
Not able to update this webpage.  I have a call into technical support

 

Wed Sep 24

What a great week weather wise.  Too bad this couldn’t be ALF week.  The forecast has lots of rain for next week.  

Rooney visited the groomer for his ALF haircut.

Weigh-in  Lost 2 pounds. 2008 total loss is now at 136 lb.

 

Tue Sep 23
Missy got a good report from the doctor.

 

I went to Oil City, to the dentist.  The downtown is torn to pieces.  They are doing a major renovation project.

 

Mon Sep 22
The MRI has confirmed that Dan has a torn ACL.  He will miss the rest of football and all of wrestling. He hopes to come back for baseball.  He needs to wait up to three weeks for surgery.  

 

Sherri is still sick.   

 

Sun Sep 21
Sherri was sick and stayed in bed all day.  

 

Danny went to the zoo and had a real good time.  He really liked the penquins.  Lue said they put on a good show.  

 

I talked to Butch and he is doing better.  They gave him medicine for his diverticulitis and it was giving him relief.

 

Sat Sep 20
Rick spent all day working at his mom's.  He carried logs, rebuilt a fence, and mowed the grass.  

 

Sherri, Missy, Jared, Lue, Frank, Danny, and myself went to Deb's for supper - they were having turkey & stuffing dinners. 

 

Fri Sep 19
Went to the Clarion at Punxy football game. Oh boy!  Dan got hit (cheap/dirty shot) after he ran 11 yards for a touchdown. An unsportsman-like penalty was called. He was on crutches for almost 2 1/2 quarters.  He was scheduled for x-rays later tonight and an MRI in a couple of days.  At the moment it seems that the best case scenerio is that he will miss 3 or 4 games.  The worst case is that he will be out of all sports for 1 full year.  We are waiting, hoping the news is as good as it can be. 

 

Thur Sep 18
It my be time to dig a well.  I always pay each bill we get very soon after they arrive in the mail.  When I opened up the water/sewage bill, I noticed it was twice the amount as it is normally.  After logging on to my bank, I realized I hadn't paid the bill due Sept 1.  Upon further investigation, I discovered I never received a bill.  Anyway, I quickly did an online bill pay, meaning the water co. would get their money by Monday.  Soon after I got home, I got a call from them saying they were about to shutoff our water.  I know of several people who get themselves three months behind and then get a shutoff notice. I got my warning 2 weeks and 3 days after the bill was due.  Needless to say, I am somewhat upset.  I would call up the water company and threaten to take my business elsewhere except that my only other choice would be to buy lots of bottled water.

 

Wed Sep 17
BeeDee & Scott got their electric back around mid-day.

 

Danny is gearing up for a trip to the Pittsburgh Zoo on Sunday.  He is planning on taking his guitar.  He believes that the animals will like to hear him play and see him dance. Frank & Lue say that he 'rocks out' with his guitar frequently each day.  I think he is planning on taking over for Toby Keith when he is grown (if not before).

 

Weigh-in day.  Lost 2 lb (total of 134).

Tue Sep 16
I learned this evening that BeeDee and Scott still did not have electric.  I called them and asked them to come and stay here, but they didn't.  Sherri said Tim and Becky Brooks don't have electric.  I thought it was rough going 5 hours without electric.  Can you imagine living in east Texas and facing two months without power?

 

Mon Sep 15
I had a doctor appointment.  My blood sugar was once again low enough that he is again cutting back on my medicine.  Dr. Long said that once a person goes on medicine, it is a low probability that one can ever get off of it. However, he said that I am giving it a run for my money if I keep excercising.

 

When I got home, I spent a couple of hours cleaning up debris from Ike.

 

Jared was to leave at 2:30 am on Tuesday for a trip to Montreal (company business) and he plans on returning just before midnight. 
 

Sun Sep 14
We went out to lunch with Gary and Karen - Karen's birthday. 

 

I talked to Butch for about an hour.  He will have a biopsy on his lung this week.  

 

Today was Alisha's 18th birthday.

 

I got to watch the first half of the Steelers' game before Ike hit.  The winds were fierce for hours.  I don't know the damage yet, but I know we have a large branch across the driveway.  Missy called at 6 am Monday to say she is on a 2-hr delay.  I see where Union School District is closed and Clarion-Area delayed.  It looks like Drew's school in also running on a delay.

 

Sat Sep 13
David called and said they were making plans to come here on the last weekend of this month.  He said that Janna and Brianna went out and bought a new computer this morning.

 

Fri Sep 12
I went to the Keystone at Clarion game.  I only stayed for the first half because Clarion was slaughtering them.  Dan look real good as did the entire team.  He had some nice throws and his recievers were making some outstanding catches.

 

Thur Sep 11
Missy had a doctor appointment and everything looks good.  The
doctor had a hard time checking the heartbeat because the baby was moving all over the place.  Missy said the days are going quickly now that she is back at school.

 

Wed Sep 10
We talked to David tonight. He said they took Brianna to the York County Fair.  She loved seeing the cows and other animals. 

 

Today was weigh-in day.  After last week's gain of a pound, I was hoping for at least a 3-lb loss.  So, I was happy to see I went down 4 lb. this week for a total of 132.  

 

Sherri had an MRI today and x-rays.  It will be a while before she gets the results.

 

Tue Sep 9
Scott and Ron came and hauled out my cactii to Ron's and their new home.  I have had them since 1980.

 

Gizmo went to the groomers today.

 

Mon Sep 8
Sherri had a doctor appointment.  Dr. Cunningham has scheduled an MRI to see if her back pain is a back problem or if the pain is coming from her kidney.  

 

Twila tore something while lifting something heavy.  She went to the doctor and found she will not need surgery as long as there is no pain. However, there will no more lifting for Twila.

 

Sun Sep 7
I had to take my coats and jackets to good will.  Then, Sherri and I went off to Walmart to buy a hooded sweat shirt and a jacket.  There is no sense spending a lot of money on a coat for some good-will customer.  

 

Sat Sep 6
Butch got news, following a biopsy of his liver, that he does not have cancer in his liver.  Now the focus is on the lungs.  They will try to determine what he has so they can begin treatment.

 

Strattanville Parade Day - Dood and the kids were there as were Babe & Tracy.  Rob, Austin, Lexi, Danny, Frank, Lue, Fran, Ron, BeeDee, Scott, Gary, Karen, Sherri, and me ate ham, scallop potatoes, and other stuff after the parade.  Ron made homemade icecream. Dan, Kris, and Ky watched the parade but didn't stay to eat.  It was hot day until just about parade time when the temps dropped and the wind blew and it seemed quite cold.

 

Fri Sep 5
Jared and I went to ACV to see Dan's game.  He had a good game as the Bobcats crushed the Falcons.  Rick, Laura, Drew, and a friend made the trip to catch the game. Dan was 5 for 8 passing, for a total of 98 yards, including a nice 40-some yard long pass.  He also had a real nice 15-yard touchdown run.

Thur Sep 4
Weighed in today and the results from Labor Day weekend were not good.  For the first time in 2008, I gained weight - 1 pound.  That makes the total weight loss at 128 lb.  I think a realistic, but challenging goal would be to reach the 150 lb mark before this year ends.

 

Wed Sep 3
I set in on interviews for a new Allied Health Instructor at school. I saw in the paper that Cecil Clark died last Friday.

 

Tue Sep 2
Sherri got new glasses.  I ordred the ham for Saturday's Strattanville Homecoming Parade.  We will be at Ron & Fran's.

 

Ron brought in some tomatoes from his garden.  There are no tomatoes in the world as good as Ron's.  He called later to say that he would take my two cactii.  I am getting afraid of having them around because Brianna, Danny, (and soon Miley or Brody) may get hurt. 

 

Mon Sep 1
We went to Clearcreek and had a good time (except for those leg-biting flies).  Missy and Rooney were both sick, so the Beggs' couldn't go.  However, Sherri and I stopped there on the way home and loaded them up with cake, potato salad, macoroni salad and snack mix.  Rooney got sick from picnicing at Dude & Linda's camp on Sunday and threw up all over Missy & Jared's bed, as well as all over Jared. 

 

Sun Aug 31
Went to Dude & Linda's camp for a picnic in the afternoon and evening. 
 

Sat Aug 30
I downloaded a podcast of game 5 of the 1949 World Series between the Yankees and the Brooklyn Dodgers.  Then I took the ipod and went for a long walk.  It was really enjoyable, listening to the famous Red Barber call the game that featured Yogi, Dimaggio, Pee Wee Reese, Duke Snider, Campella, Phil Rizzuto, and, oh yeh, Jackie Robinson.

 

Fri Aug 29
I went to the football game. Dan played his first game as quarterback.  Montieau beat Clarion 26-20 in a game that was tied until the final few minutes.  

 

Thur Aug 28
Missy's doctor is concerned that she is swelling and low of iron.  He said they will see where she is at in two weeks. 

 

Sherri went to the ER and has kideny infection.  They didn't keep her but loaded her up with some medicine.

 

Wed Aug 27
Sherri was sick today.

 

Today was weigh-in - lost 2 lb. this week making the total 129 lb.

 

Tue Aug 26
Sherri set the date for Missy's baby shower for Saturday Sept 27 at 2 pm at the church.

 

Mon Aug 25
The first day of school.  This begins my 24th year at the Career Center.  

I am not sure how I missed it, but I just read that Punxutawney and Brookville will begin play this year in the KSAC, making it a 10-team conference. Every game, except one, will be a conference game for all teams.

Sun Aug 24
Missy, Sherri, and I went to DuBois shopping for some school clothes.  We also ate at Red Lobster.  Jared had two fantasy football drafts today.

 

Sat Aug 23
I talked to Butch today.  He told me he has an appointment on 

Sept 5.  They need to determine what kind of cancer he has in his liver and his lungs, but they want to get started with some kind of treatment.  He is having some bad days - days that are tough to get through.  He gets pains in his side.  We talked about baseball.  He is pulling for the Dodgers.  I told him I don't like Manny Ramirez and he found that surprising.  He wants to come in sometime to pull his trailer out of Marianville.

 

Fri Aug 22
We went to Frank & Lue's in the evening to sit around a fire.  We decided to go to Clearcreek on Labor Day.

 

Thur Aug 21
Missy & Jared went to the Crawford County Fair and to the Toby Keith Concert.  They said he sang all his great songs and that it was a super concert.

 

Brianna is going to get to go to a different daycare.  Janna and David have had her on a waiting list and there is now an opening.  It is at a Methodist Daycare.  She will learn to pray before her meals and lots of other good stuff about this daycare.  And, her parents will save about $30 per month.

 

Wed Aug 20
Keith, Jared, and I went to Altoona to see the Curve game against the Portland Seadogs.  The Curve lost by one run.  It was a perfect night and a lot of fun.

 

Weigh-in day:  I lost 4 lb. this week making the total loss of 2008 at 127 lb. 

 

Tue Aug 19
I had the 2nd of my two inservice days today.  
 

Mon Aug 18
Because I had a project at school that needed to be done, I traded Wednesday for Monday - meaning that I worked today and will be off Wednesday.

 

Sun Aug 17
I built a fire in the afternoon and Jared, Missy, Twila, Gary, and Karen came over for a wiener roast.

 

Sat Aug 16
I finished the carpets and then walked out to Jared & Missy's.  They were on ebay, bidding on a baby bed that butts up next to their bed.  They won the bid.  I think they should have bought two; that way they could put Rooney on the other side. 

 

Sherri and I watched the forum put on by Pastor Rick Warren at the Saddlebeck Church.  Barak Obama was questioned for an hour and then John McCain for the next hour.  They were asked the same questions. By far, it was the best politcal event like this that I have ever seen - much better than the usual debates.  We were both undecided until we watched this.  Now, there is no doubt, we will both vote for McCain.

 

Fri Aug 15
I rented a Rug Doctor from Trader horn and did most of the carpets in the house.  I will finish tomorrow.

 

We went to Lue's in the evening and cooked some hotdogs over a fire.

 

Thur Aug 14
Picked up the mower from Tom Sales - seems to be running real well now.

 

Wed Aug 13
I went to see the infection specialist in Pittsburgh. My blood work was excellent. So, I don't need to go back to see her anymore.

 

Weigh-in day:  Lost 2 lb. to make the total 123.

 

Tue Aug 12
The computer needs a new CD drive and a new monitor. Thank goodness it is still under warranty, so both of these will be replaced by Dell.  In the afternoon I mowed but the mower was running very poorly.  So, after I got done, I took the mower over to Tom's Sales & Service to have them fix it.  I wonder what else will need fixed this week?  Why it would be my XM radio.  The antenna is bad and will be replaced within the next week. Oh well, these are minor things compared to what others are dealing with.

 

Mon Aug 11
I spent the day formatting my hard drive and reinstalling programs and data. 

 
Sun Aug 10
We went to the church picnic at Carol and Archie Smiths. 
 

Sat Aug 9
We got back home around 6 pm. 

 

Fri Aug 8
David and I wento to Citizens Bank Ballpark to see the Bucs play the first-place Phillies.  The Pirates won 2-0 in twelve innings.  It was perfect weather, nice and cool.  The park was beautiful and it was packed.  There were over 43,000 fans there, most of them weather their Philies jerseys.

 

Thur Aug 7
Gizzmo went to Jared & Missy's today as Sherri and I drove to York in the middle of the afternoon and got there around 7 pm.  Brianna was having a blast.  She likes the Wiggles more than ever.  The dinning room has a mat that covers almost the entire floor and Brianna has tons of toys throughout the room.  She never/rarely fusses and has lots of fun.

 

Wed Aug 6
Gary, Karen, Sherri, and I had dinner at eat and park and then Sherri got a tour of the new house.  

 

Weigh-in Day:  5 lb. makes up for last week's 0. Total now at 121.

 

Tue Aug 5
Dan Clark's father-in-law lent Gary a trailer, so Gary was able to get the rest of their stuff moved.  He canceled the movers for next Monday and he and Karen moved into their new house this evening.  

 

Mon Aug 4
I helped Gary move a lot of stuff he and Karen had in storage to their new house.  It seems they are set to move in next Monday.  Their house is really beautiful inside and out.   

 

Sun Aug 3
Twila had a dinner for Missy, Dude, and Laura's birthdays.  She had turkey, stuffing, noodles, etc.  

 

Sat Aug 2
Sherri and Twila went to Cook Forest (Deer Meadow Camp Ground) to visit Lynne and Nancy Bauer.  

 

I finished the deck.  It should be dry enough by Sunday afternoon to put the furniture back.

 

Wed July 30
Sherri and I drove to Stoneboro.  My administrator's father died and I went to the funeral home.

 

For the first time since Feb. 5, I had a 0 weight loss.  So, still at a total of 116 lb.

 

Mon July 28
I began washing (and scrubbing) the deck, getting it ready for waterproofing.

 

I finished the book "The Shack." I will encourage everyone I can think of to read this book.  

 

Rick mentioned on vacation that he was reading C.S. Lewis' 'Mere Christianity.'  That gave me the idea to buy and read this book next.

 

Sun July 27
Frank, Lue, Danny, Tari, Missy, Jared, Twlia, Sherri, Rooney, Gizmo, and me went to Clear Creek for the afternoon.  We grilled some burgers and dogs, played some bocce ball, took some walks, listened to the ballgame, and just relaxed. It was a good time and perfect day.  Frank took a chair and went down and sit by the creek, just watching the water flow by, as it rolled on its way towards the Clarion River.

 

Sat July 26
Danny came for the afternoon while Lue golfed in a tournament. 

Fri July 25
Dude, Linda, Alisha, and Dan began their trip home.  The trip will no doubt seem long, especially since the plane was delayed 3-4 hours.  They left Hawaii at about 3:20 am (our time) Saturday morning and should arrive at Cleveland late in the afternoon after a switch of planes in Houston.  As soon as they get home (Sunday) Dan leaves for football camp on the other side of the state and Alisha heads out to soccer camp.  I wonder what they all do in their spare time??

 

Wed July 23
Missy's 30th birthday.  I made her sloppy Joes and homemade mac and cheese.  Sherri made her a fruit pizza that really looked good and it tasted good too.  Jared got her a stawberrry/cheesecake Diary Queen cake, a necklace and a hand-held video recorder so that she might easily take videos of Brody or Miley Lynn.

 

Weigh-in Day:  Lost 2 lb. this week - making the total at 116.

 

Mon July 21
Missy got some pictures (via cell phone) from Alisha.  Dude, Linda, Dan, and Alisha are vacationing in Hawaii for about 10 days.  (Look below for the pictures Alisha sent.)
 

Sun July 20
We went with the Brooks and Dininnys to Eat-n-Park to visit with Rob and Holy Andrews and their daughter Julie.  It was good to see Rob again.  We had many, many theological discussions furing the 1990's.  I learned a lot from Rob.

 

Sat July 19
Janna got a promotion to senior accountant.  It is at the same building.
 

Thur July 17
I finally got around to cleaning out the garage.  

 

Wed July 16
Butch called to say that the results of his PET scan were back.   It was feared that he had cancer of the pancreas, a disease with only a 5% chance of survival.  He doesn't!  The pancreas looks good.  However, it is suspected that he may have cancer in his lung and maybe his liver.  Another CT scan is ordered that will focus just on the lung.  The PET scan showed that lymph nodes look normal which is a rather good sign.

 

Weigh-in day.  This week I lost 4 lb to make the total 114.

 

Tue July 15
Some really, really, fat person is going to find some good fortune this week.  I cleaned out all my drawyers and closets yesterday, getting clothes ready to take to goodwill.  I have lots of nearly new suit, jackets, pants, and dress shirts to give away.  I am left with one dress shirt.  I hope Sherri does laundry often when school starts up.

 

Mon July 14
I went to the doctor for my 6-month checkup.  My blood pressure was real good and my hemoglobin levels were significantly lower.  He is changing my medicine for both (cutting back) and wants to see me in two months to see if further reduction of meds are necessary.

 

I got 2 gigabytes of more memory for my computer.  Holy Cow!  I should have done this long ago.  My sluggish computer now flies at the speed of light (even with Norton Antivirus running all the time).

 

Sun July 13
Sherri and I visited grandma Laura.  She looked good but really didn't say too much.  She seemed tired and depressed.

 

Danny stayed here while Lue and Frank went to bingo.

 

Sat July 12
I watched the first game of Dan's doulbeheader against Knox.  

 

Today was Jared's grandfather's funeral.

 

I went to a picnic at Snyders'.  It was part of the candidating process for a guy from Ohio for the position of youth director.

 

Fri July 11
Today would have been Mike's birthday.  Beedee put a memorial in the Derrick.  A ceremony was held at Mike's school where they planted a tree in his memory.

 

Tari was out of the hospital and back to work today.  She was at Lue and Frank's for a cookout. So were Sherri, Missy, Jared, Jess, Lexi, and me.  Lue got a new Bocce Ball set and many games were played.

Thur July 10
Last evening was weigh-in.  After the seafood buffet Friday at Virginia Beach, I am happy to have lost 3 lb. this week. This begins the second half of 2008. The first six months I lost 107 lb. and now 3 lb. beginning the second half of this year (for a total of 110).

 

BeeDee forwarded a message to me from Don that said Chris was in the 92nd percentile on the SAT's.  I find that remarkable when considering the tough road that Chris has had to travel.  Though I am sure to him, recovering from POTS syndrome has been slower that the thickest molasses, I am thankful that he can lead a productive life that seems to be getting better with each month.  I haven't heard if Chris made it to basketball camp or not this summer. I hope he got to go.

 

I talked to Butch for about an hour yesterday.  He said he is waiting results from a PET scan.  He hasn't been feeling well for several months.  After getting tests and scopes, they finally did a CAT scan and saw suspicious spots on the pancreas and liver.  That prompted the ordering of the PET scan.  He said that Cindy has been at Kelly Pines this week.

 

Wed July 9
Sherri seems to be feeling better, though her cough is still bad.

 

The Clarion News reported that Alisha made the honor roll for the fourth nine weeks and Dan was on the principal's list.

 

Tue July 8
Dan had 4 RBI in Legion game.

 

Sherri has been sick since we got back from Virginia Beach.  She has a bad cough.  She had to cancel her eye appointment this morning.

 

Sat July 5
We left Virginia Beach at 5:15 am and drove home, arriving at 3:15 pm.  It was good to see Gizmo and then later on, Rooney.  

 

Fri July 4
Dan's 16th birthday and the last day at the beach.  Sherri and I went out for the seafood buffet.

 

Thur July 3
Another great day.  Everyone went to Captain George's for the seafood buffet in the evening.  Sherri and I stayed back and kept Brianna so David and Janna could enjoy the buffet and then go miniature golfing with the rest.

 

Wed July 2
A beautiful day.  Most everyone spent time at the beach and out in the pool.  David, Janna, Missy, Jared did supper (sweet sausage and corn on the cob).

 

1 lb. loss this week - not too bad since it is vacation week.

 

Tue July 1
Twila and I walked for an hour on the beach again.  Rick, Laura, Drew, Jared, and myself went to Norfolk in the evening to watch a triple A game between the Richmond Braves and the Norfolk Tides.
 

Mon June 30
Twila and I began the morning with a one hour walk on the beach.  We saw lots of dolphins.  
 

I bought some resitance bands and used them in place of weight lifting.  I, along with everyone else, spent a lot of time in the pool. During the middle of the afternoon, Rick and I took another hour walk down and back on the beach. 
 

I am glad that Sherri seems to be feeling really well and having a good time.  
 

In the evening, Rick rented a couple of movies and we watched them in the cinema room. The movies were "The Bucket List" and "Hairspray."  This cinema room has a big screen and a projector and three rows of coaches, with each row lower than the one behind it.
 

David, Janna, and Brianna went to the acquarium for the day and had a good time.  In the evening, Dude's family went to the boardwalk.

 

Sun June 29
Twila, Laura, Rick, and I went to the Virginia Beach Beacon Baptist Church.  I made ham for dinner.  Brad had to leave for D.C.  Brad, Jared, David, Dude, Dan, and Cody went golfing during the afternoon.
It was a nice day and most everyone spent a good day at the beach and at the pool - even Brianna.

 

Sat June 28
We arrived at Sandridge Beach.  The house is really nice.  The house has a large-screen theater room, a swimming pool, a putting green, and decks that look out over the ocean.  In fact, it seems like our deck is out over top of the ocean.  We ordered pizza for supper.  Jared's brother, Brad, is here for one night and a couple of days. There are 18 people here.
 

 

Fri June 27
We left today at 6 am for Virginia Beach.  We drove to Williamsburg, Va., where we spent the night.  After dinner, we walked around Colonial Williamsburg.  
 

Thur June 26
Jared and Missy got a new red Trailblazer.  They drove us to Tari's in the evening to take Gizmo. 
Wed June 25
Weigh-in day. Lost 4 making the total 106 lb.
 

Jared and I went to PNC Park and watched the Yankees beat up the Pirates 10-0.

 

Jared and Missy decided to trade in Jared's car.  They are getting a new Trailblazer (0% interest).  They should get it Thursday evening in time to take it to Virginia Beach this weekend.

 

Tue June 24
Finally done with the bedroom - blinds up, curtains up, and everything back together.
 

Mon June 23
Sherri and I went and exchanged the blinds and curtains we had bought for the front bedroom.  
 

While we ate supper at Eat-n-Park, we watched lightning bolts fill the western sky for about 20 minutes.
 

Sun June 22
Sherri and I celebrated our 23rd wedding anniversary. 
Sat June 21
Sherri and I went with Gary and Karen to the Loomis for dinner.  Sherri and I were celebrating our 23rd anniversary (which is Sunday).
 

Jared came over and cleaned out my gutters.

I finally finished painting the front bedroom.

 

Fri June 20
Still painting the same room - I must be the slowest painter in history. 
 

Wed June 18
Sherri and Becky went to the Sharp Shopper to sell hotdogs for the youth group.  They were really busy.
 

Today was weigh-in day.  Would it be disaster because of the all-you-can eat seats at Baltimore last Friday?  Well, it wasn't bad. I lost 2 lb. bringing the total for 2008 to 102 lb.

 

Mon June 16
Missy and Jared celebrated their first anniversary.  They went to Cranberry Twp. to a BabysRUS to look for things and then to the Olive Garden.  
 

Earlier, they had their appointment to find out the sex of their baby.  They were told everything looks good for baby and mother, however, the baby was camera shy and there is no way to tell the sex.  There might be a chance they can find out in September.  

 

Sat June 14
After spending the night in Frederick, Md, Keith and I returned to Clarion by 1 pm.
 

Fri June 13
Last fall Pastor Keith told me he had a friend that went to several different ballparks every summer. He said he would like to do that but he knew that it would not be possible for a number of reasons.  He asked me if I would consider going to one different park each summer.  I said yes.  He picked Oriole Park at Camden Yards.  So, today at 7 am we head to Baltimore to watch tonights game against the Pirates.  We plan on getting there around noon and will spend the afternoon exploring the Inner Harbor.
 

It turned out to be a good day at Baltimore.  We had good seats and the weather was comfortable.  However, the Pirates lost.

 

Thur June 12
More painting today.

 

Wed June 11
Finished putting the primer coat on the bedroom.

Took Gizmo to the groomer

Made stuff peppers for Jared, Missy, Sherri, and me.

Weighed in today:  Lost 4 lbs and that makes exactly 100 lb. in 23 weeks.  Now I want to take one full year to lose another 100.

 

Tues June 10
Missy got good news from the Red Cross.  The foreign antibodies that were spotted in her blood work are nothing to  be concerned about.

 

I had lunch with Don Dininny.

 

We got the new refrigerator.  We have no money but lots of ice.

 

Mon June 9
We had to come to the realization that the refrigerator isn't going to make it.  So, we called Denny (Edwards) and he wll deliver a new one Tuesday.  It didn't take long to spend the tax rebate.

 

Sat June 7
Missy and Jared went to the Foxburg Inn for a suprise party for Jared's dad who retired on Friday.  He plans to fish and babysit 4 days per week.  

 

Today I put in a couple of air conditioners.  

 

Fri June 6
It suppose to get hot today and it did.  I mowed the grass and it was very warm.  I also continued to work on Missy's room.  Sherri went to yard sales.

Thur June 5
Sherri and I cleared everything out of Missy's room and began to prepare the walls for painting.

 

Tari was discharged from the hospital.

 

Wed June 4
Again, I went over to school to help with the interviews for a new cosmetology teacher.

 

Tari was set to be discharged, but had a spell as they were processing her discharge, so she will stay at least another night.

 

This was a decent weight loss.  The four-mile walks are helping.  I lost 5 pounds this week.  Yippee, closing in on one hundred.

 

 

Tue June 3
I went over to school to help with the interviews for a new cosmetology teacher.

 

Tari was admitted to the hospital.

 

Missy blood work came back.  Dr. Matson sent her for another blood sample.  He is having it sent to the Red Cross.  They are puzzled about the presence of a foreign antibody

 

Mon June 2
Sherri and I went to Home Depot and bought the paint for her bedroom and bathroom.  We also bought curtains and her bedding.

 

Tari went via ambulance to the hospital.  She had fluid on her lungs and couldn't breathe.  They sent her back home.  Later she had Mike take her back to the ER.  They treated her and sent her home.  Lue said she is now taking at least nine prescriptions.

 

Sat May 31
Walked from here to Sheetz and back - exactly four miles.  Jared, Missy, Sherri, and I went to Red Lobster for dinner.

 

Fri May 30
"Schools Out For Summer!"

 

Thur May 29
Today was the last day for students and it was the last workout in the school's fitness center.

 

Wed May 28
Today was weigh-in day.  Losing two pounds "ain't" too bad since it was Memorial Day weekend.  I actually thought I would do better but now I am beginning to think that Tari's potato salad was not fat free.  Nor those 4 hotdogs that Frank made me eat. And I wonder if Fran's peanutbutter cake was low calorie.  Or if BeeDee's pretzel salad was really a healthy salad.  Oh well, I am now 91 pounds lighter.  There is still a chance to make it 100 pounds before the 4th of July.

 

Mon May 26
Gizmo, Rooney, and I walked down towards the river in the morning.  In the afternoon and evening, we went to the Memorial Day picnic at Frank & Lue's.

 

Sun May 25
I watched Danny for three hours in the evening. 

 

Sat May 24
Missy & Jared went to Atlantic City for the wedding of one of Jared's college friends.  Rooney is with us.

 

Fri May 23
Gary & Karen headed to Hilton Head.  

 

We went to Alisha's for a supper and then on to the IC Church for her Confirmation.

 

Thur May 22
Tonight was our school's senior banquet award.  It was held at the Zion Baptist Church. I was the MC. 

 

Alisha was asked to join the National Honor Society.  This has been quite a week for her.

 

Wed May 21
We watched the two-hour finale of American Idol. David Cook won.

Tue May 20
I went over to the County Park to watch Dan and the Bobcat baseball team host Johnsonburg.  Johnsonburg won the game and eliminated Clarion from the playoffs.

 

Weigh-in Day.  It was a good week. I lost 4 pounds making the total 89.

 

Sun May 18
We went over and watched the hockey game at Gary & Karen's.  They said that Dan and Kris bought a house on north third avenue.  They will be moving back to Clarion in the middle of June.  The 4 of us went to Vinny's for supper.

 

Sat May 17
Missy, Jared, Sherri, and I went to Red Lobster. Afterwards, we stopped to see their patio furniture.  They just got a Wii game, so I bowled a game with them.  

 

Thur May 15
I came home from work sick (headache, coughing, chest and sinus congestion).  I slept for 3 hours and then got up and got the grass mowed.

 

Missy bloodwork came back showing some foreign antibody.  Her baby doctor is somewhat concerned, so they will repeat the test. 

 

Wed May 14
I went to C-L to watch both Alisha and Dan play ball.  Alisha's team won the game and clinched the conference championship.

 

Tue May 13
I spent the day at Monroeville at a seminar on "Engaging Learners in the 21st Century."

 

Today was weigh-in day.  After two good weeks of 4 lb. and then 5 lb., this week was not as good, but ok.  I lost 2, brining the total for 2008 to 85.

 

Mon May 12
Tari is out of the hospital and wearing a heart monitor.  They still don't know what is going on.  The stress test was ok.   

 

Sun May 11
Tari is back in the hospital.  She went back to the ER late Saturday night, having trouble breathing.  She will have a stress tests and other procedures Monday morning.

 

We went over to Dude & Linda's for a Mother's Day luncheon.

 

Don called to see how Tari was doing.  He tells me that Chris is playing a lot of basketball.  He is planning on going to a camp this summer.

 

Sat May 10
Frank, Lue, Danny, Missy, Jared, Tari, and Mike came over for spaghetti.

 

Brian Luton graduated from Clarion University today. 

 

Missy & Jared got new patio furniture. 

 

Fri May 9
Tari is out of the hospital.

 

Sherri and I went to dinner with the Richardson's and Chamber's.  Keith treated in appreciation for the help on his campaign.  While there, Dan and Shelby stopped over at our table.  Shelby is finished with her first year of school at Liberty University. 

 

Mike Orsino's grandmother died (Aimee Troese's husband).

 

 

Thur May 8
I was at the Intermediate Unit for a third straight day.  This time on Web 2.0 tools.  Lots of cool information.

 

Tari was admitted to the hospital with what seems to be congestive heart failure.  She is getting discharged Friday morning and will get all the information then.

Wed May 7
I spent another day in Crisis Prevention Intervention training.

 

Babe (Ron George) has been hired a full time professor at Penn State at Mont Alto.  The school is somewhere between Chambersburg and Gettysburg.

 

Tue May 6
Missy missed a second straight day of work because she is throwing up throughout the night.  As for her research course, she got an A.

 

I spent the day at the Intermediate Unit for Crisis Invervention training.  In other words, what to do to prevent, or how to react when kids flip out.  I will be there Wednesday as well.

 

Today was weigh-in day.  For the first time since March 25, I lost 5 pounds.  That brings my total to 83 lb.  Work and workouts are getting easier, therefore I am able to do more.  I would usually have to take a few breaks while mowing - not anymore.  And, I am able to walk further and hills are much easier to go up. On Sundays, I still eat whatever I want and how much I want.  I am now getting kind of anxious to hit 100 lb. so I can start working on the next 100 <G>.

 

Sun May 4
Missy got 96% on her research paper.  Her final exam is Monday. 

 

Fri May 2
After Gizmo and I walk each, we return by coming past 

Gary & Karen's new house project.  Yesterday, it looked like the foundation was pretty well completed and water-proofed. 

 

Thur May 1
Sherri went shopping (Butler) most of the day with Jody, Becky, and Shayne.  

 

Stan Sowl's mother (Dorothy) died last evening.

 

Wed Apr 30
David called his mom to say that he has tickets for the NASCAR race at Richmond this weekend.  I think he is going to the Nationwide race on Friday alone and then Chad will meet him for the main race Saturday night.  If I understand it correctly, Janna bid on these tickets at work and won the bid.

 

Alisha had a big game for the Bobcats.  She struckout 13 batters and hit a key triple to lead her team to a 6-4 win over Cranberry.  While striking out the 13, she did not issue any free passes.

 

Tue Apr 29
Weigh in day. For the first time in a month I had a week that I lost over 3 pounds.  This week was down 4.  That makes the total at 78 lb.

 

Mon Apr 28
Sherri had another iron-treatment at the hospital.  They are making her really sick.  She talked to a woman there who is getting the same thing, and she told her that she also got real sick for the first two treatments then it got better.  So we hope that is the case for Sherri.

 

Jared's dad had his surgery (for his finger bitten by the piranha).  He is in bad pain.  There is such a risk for infection that he cannot be around people and must be off work for several days. 

 

I read a book today entitled FISH.  It is about loving to do any job that you have and is based on the Pike Place Fish Market in Seattle.  We are doing employment lessons the last three weeks of the school year for all of our juniors and seniors.  For anyone that has a job, they ought to read this book (and so should your boss).

 

Sat Apr 26
I mowed the yard for the first time this year.  In the evening, we went to Frank and Lue's for a cookout. 

Fri Apr 25
Missy had a doctor appointment. So far, everything looks good. 

 

Brianna should be on her way to Janna's parents for birthday party number three.

 

Thur Apr 24
Workers came in today to work on Twila's backyard.  They put a drain ditch through the length of the yard, point down new soil and then planted seed.

 

I saw BeeDee and Scott at the Comet Market.  They said Don was in Lancaster on business and was heading here. 

 

Wed Apr 23
Jared's dad got bit by a Piranha.  Jared had left his pet Piranha fish at home when he got married.  It had grown to around 10" or more.  Rick was getting it out of the tank to give it to the biology teacher at C-L when it bit him, taking out a huge chunch of his finger. Flesh and nerves were lost.  He spent the day at the emergency room and will need to have skin graphs and other work done later this week (along with a loss of work).  

 

Sherri is low of iron - so much so that she will need to go to the hospital every other day for the next ten days to receive iron by IV.

 

Tue Apr 22
I stayed up too late following the election returns.  Keith took fifth place out of 9.  Thompson, who Peterson endorsed, won in a close race.

 

The weigh-in was ok.  I dropped three pounds bring the total to 74 lb.

 

Mon Apr 21
Brianna started walking.  

 

David was able to get tickets for him and I at Citizens Bank Ballpark in August to see the Phillies host the Pirates. In June, I will be going to Baltimore to see the Pirates play there.

 

Sun Apr 20
I preached the sermon today. After Jared and I went to Deb's for lunch, I went to the funeral home to see Lulu.  

 

Sherri still doesn't feel good enough to do much.  The antibiotics she is on makes her real sick at the stomach.

 

Sat Apr 19
After I spent the morning preparing for the sermon Sunday (on the Ascension), I worked on putting mulch around the shubs.

 

Missy and Jared came over and we had our first charcoal grilled hotdogs of the year.

 

Brianna was celebrating her  birthday again today.  David and Janna were having over their friends for a party.  Next weekend, they will travel to Janna's mom and dad's for the third weekend of birthday parties.

 

 

Thur Apr 17
After spending the day at the Intermediate Unit for a workshop, Gizmo and I went over and got Rooney.  We went for a real long walk from Kriebel's down through the woods towards the river.  Gizmo got too hot and was dragging at then end. 

 

Sherri is still pretty sick.  They called her in an antibiotic today.

 

Tue Apr 15
For the first time ever, a woman has won "The Biggest Loser."  Ally beat out Roger to take the $250,000.


For me, it was the worst week in the last month but still ok.  It was a rough weekend with the birthday party, homemade icecream and all that stuff.  Nonetheless, I still managed to shed two more pounds to bring my total loss to 71.

 

Mon Apr 14
Sherri woke up this morning with blood in her urine.  So, we are getting around and plan on leaving for the ER about 6:15 am. 

They send her urine to the lab to grow a culture so they can find which antibiotic will work. In the meantime, Sherri is back home and still has lots of blood in her urine.

 

Frank, Lue, and Danny returned from Florida.

 

Sun Apr 13
David, Janna, and Brianna left around 1 pm.  Sherri and I were pretty worn out, so the rest of the day was pretty relaxing. 
 

Sat Apr 12
29 came to Brianna's birthday party. The house was full but it seemed everyone had a good time. Now, the question is what to do with the leftovers? 
 

Fri Apr 11
Lue called and said it is really hot in Florida. Danny has been putting his head underwater. She said Dood and her family are having a great time and everyone was bummed today because it is time to start packing for the trip home on Saturday.
 

David, Janna, and Brianna arrived about 8:30 pm.  Brianna looks a lot older since we last saw her in February.  She loves dogs and gets so excited when she sees Gizmo.

Thur Apr 10
I put some lime and moss control down on the yard.  
 

Tue Apr 8
Jared went with Dude and Linda to the Clarion School Board meeting where the discussion would be on whether or not to combine sports with C-L.  The C-L board was meeting at the same time.
 

The Biggest Loser is down to 4 contestants with only next week's live finale left.  Kelly, Ali, Mark, and Roger are left.  Kelly and Ali are in the finals and America will decide if it is Mark or Roger who will compete against the two girls for the $250,000

 

For me, it was a decent week.  I dropped another 3 lb. bringing the total since Jan. 2 to 69 pounds.

 

Mon Apr 7
Today was the Pirates' home opener.  After falling behind by 7 runs, they rallied to tie it at 8-8.  However, they lost it in the 12th inning.  Rick was at the game.  The question is, did he stay for the entire 5 hours?
 

Sun Apr 6
It was good to see Don and Esther Dininny home from Myrtle Beach.  After Church I picked up Jim Weisel and we went to ICU to visit Dorothy Sowl.
 

Sat Apr 5
Gary, Karen, Jeff, Wanda, and Jared came over for ribs and spaghetti. Missy couldn't take the smell of things, so she stayed home.  Later on, we played buzzword.  
 

Fri Apr 4
He or she has a heart.  Missy had a sonogram and the baby has a healthy heartbeat of 160.  She and Jared brought over the picture to show Sherri and me.
 

I talked to Lue in Florida.  She was hanging out at the pool.  She said it has been very hot, in the 90's the past few days.  She is hoping that low 80's are on the way.  Danny is in the pool by 8:30 each morning.

 

Thur Apr 3
We had open house at school.  
 

Wed Apr 2
Sherri traveld with Kelly Roudybush to State College for the funeral of Jody Kiehl's aunt.
 

Missy and Jared's new couch was delivered today.

 

The excavator arrived at Gary & Karen's lot and most of the stumps were removed.  

 

Tue Apr 1
Jay got voted off the biggest loser.  And it was weigh-in day for me.  Another pretty decent week with a 4 pound loss.  That ends the first quarter of 2008 with a total loss of 66 lb.
 

Mon Mar 31
David said that they will be home a week and half from now. On April 12, we will celebrate Brianna's first birthday (which is the 17th).  Sherri will begin to invite the family.  
 

David also said that he has still had bad pain and may still have a kidney stone.  He will be getting a scan this week and then meet with the doctor.
 

Sun Mar 30
At the Clarion Area Wrestling Banquet, Dan Walters was named Outstanding Wrestler of the Year.  Now he moves on to baseball, as the season begins for him this week, as it does for Alisaha.  Alisha is a remarkable softball pitcher who is looking forward to a banner year.
 

Sat Mar 29
Brianna had a temperature of 105.
 

Fri Mar 28
Missy and Jared went to the Loomis to celebrate with Jared's mom and dad.  Rick made a final decision that he will retire after this school term.  So, by next spring, if you happen to cross the Toby Bridge one beautiful morning; and if perhaps you look out across the river, you may see a fishing boat weighted down with freshly caught fish, with a brownish lahso apso near the front of the boat, and a 5 or 6 month old baby in his/her car seat (boat seat), then you will have an idea of the identiy of the captain of that boat, the one with a big smile on his face who is thinking to himself - "boy, life is good."
 

Thur Mar 27
Today Rooney turned one year old. For his birthday gift, he got to go to the groomers for a new spring cut.
 

Tue Mar 25
Baseball season began today with the first game of the year: Boston and Oakland (played in Japan).  The game began at 6 am and I got to see the first 45 minutes of it.  I listened to the rest of it at work and on the way to work.  Boston won in extra innings.
 

This is weigh-in day. And, it is just two days out from Easter.  Though I knew I had some really good work-outs this week, I kept thinking about Easter Sunday - a brunch at church, big Easter Dinner and then left-overs for supper.  Two of those meals included apple pie.  So, when it was time for to weigh-in, I didn't really know how bad to expect the outcome.  I was prepared to be depressed over the results. Needless to say, I was pretty happy when a five pound loss registered.  Thank goodness for the workouts.  That ended up making March a good month (15-lb drop for the month).  
 

Sherri left with her mother before 7:30 am to go walking at Wal-Mart. We're both trying to get fit enough so that by August we're able to walk to Gary & Karen's.

Mon Mar 24
Missy came home from work sick.  Is it the flu or morning sickness?
 

Sun Mar 23
We had a very good Easter Sunday.  There was 18 of us here for dinner and we pretty well did in a 17 1/2 pound ham among a lot of other things.
 

Sat Mar 22
We awoke to about 3 or 4 inches of snow. I spent much of the day cleaning and shopping.  Don and Pat were up from North Carolina and they stopped in for a while.  Chris stayed behind.  He was going to have some friends over. 
 

In the evening we saw Drew for the first time since his appendectomy.  He told us all about his experience.

 

Fri Mar 21
Missy had an appointment. She was told she is at five weeks.  There was no heart beat yet - probably by next week.
 

I did some cleaning, some walking, some shopping, and I picked up the ham. Then I watched some of the March Madness.  Missy and Rooney came over for supper. Jared always spends the first round of the tournament with his friends. In the evening Sherri and I watched the movie 'No Reservations.' 

 

Wed Mar 19
David was up in the middle of the night with servere pain. Apparently, the kidney stones are passing.  He called at 5:30 am and I suggested that he call the specialist back and see if he should go to the ER.
 

Last night was Tenebrae at the church.  Tenebrae means darkness.  The night that Jesus was betrayed was a night of darkness. Not only was it dark outside, but all kinds of evil and dark things happened on that night.  Our pastor believes, and so do I, that Jesus was crucified on Thursday, not Good Friday.  That is the reason our church mark the events of that night on Wednesday rather than Thursday.

 

Tue Mar 18
Sherri went to the church where her Share-n-Care group baked cookies for Tennebrae (which is Wednesday night).
 

Last night was Biggest Loser night.  I always weigh in the same day as the contestants on TV.  This was not a good week for me with only one pound lost.  I started when this TV series began Jan 2 and my total loss is now at 57 lbs.

 

Mon Mar 17
Missy wrote a letter to her principal explaining that she really didn't want to move to kindergarten next year, however, she would understood his postition and would do the best she could.  He came in later in the day and said it now looked like she would be staying in third grade.  Once again we see God answer prayer.
 

Sun Mar 16
David turned 32 today.  David said they probably will not be able to make it home for Easter but they will be home somewhere around Brianna's birthday for her first birthday party.
 

Missy had us out to try a new lasagna recipe.  It was very good but it must have had 5 pounds of cheeses in it.

 

Sat Mar 15
Sherri went to brunch with Jody and Becky.  I worked on switching the Dish setup so that the DVR was on the downstairs tv instead of the one in our bedroom.  
 

Missy and Jared brought over an apple pie.  

 

When they left, Sherri and I watched a move ('August Rush').  It was entaining but moved slowly at times.

 

Wed Mar 12
Missy was told today that she will be moved from third grade to kindergarten next year.  She is very upset about this! 
 

Tue Mar 11
Rick called in the late afternoon, saying that he was on his way to the Butler Hospital.  Drew had his appendix out. The report we got was that it was too enlarged for scope surgery, rather he had to be cut open.  
 

Mon Mar 10
Missy and Jared are expecting!  Missy went to the hospital yesterday afternoon to have a blood test.  The lab results confirmed her home tests.  It is very early and she has yet to see the doctor, but she beleives that her doctor will be telling her that a November baby is on the way.  Perhaps right on Rick's birthday.
Jared is already having visions of a high school career totaling 1500 points.  

 

Sat Mar 8
Daylight Saving begins.
 

Sherri and I downloaded and watched 'Game Plan.'  

 

Brianna went to Perkins with her parents. David claimed that she was having her first cup of coffee but I doubt if that was accurate.
 

Fri Mar 7
Rooney gets the boot!  Over the past few months, Rooney has taken over Jared and Missy's bedroom.  He gets irritated when they don't allow him to spread out on the bed - taking up more than his fair share.  As a result, Rooney will now spend his nights in the living room. 
 

Thur Mar 6
Carrie Underwood has another number one song (All American Girl). That is the former American Idol winner's 4th number one song.
 

Sherri and I continue to watch all of American Idol.  David Archuleta continues to me my favorite, though he did not have near as good of a week.  They voted off 4 more last night, but we haven't watched it yet.

 

Looks like another weekend to deal with snow.  The forecast if for up to 9 inches.

 
Tue Mar 4
Twila was sent to the ear specialist who said she was deaf in one ear and had little hearing in the other.  He put a tube in her ear and said that probably, the hearing loss was temporary.
 

Tue Mar 4
With Hillary Clinton's big wins in Ohio and Texas, it is beginning to look like the Keystone State will be key in deciding Clinton/Obama winner.
 

Mon Mar 3
What a nice day.  I took Gizmo for a walk at the cementary wearing shorts and a short sleeve shirt. There was still 5-6 inches of snow on the ground but I was plenty warm.
 

Sat Mar 1
I awoke and saw that we had snow last night.  We were suppose to get around 3 inches overnight. I had my coffee, worked on my Sunday School lesson for a while.  Then around 8 o'clock, I went down to fire up the snow blower and thought I would see if maybe we got enough snow that would warrant work on the driveway.  When I lifted the garage door, I was very surprised to see that we got about a foot of snow.  It took several hours for me to get that deep, wet snow off of my driveway and most of Twila's drive.
 

In the evening, we had sloppy joes, chips, cheese plate, peanut butter and chocolate brownies with ice cream in honor of Jared's 27th birthday.  Frank, Lue, Danny, and Twila were also here.  We tried to invite Gary and Karen (it was also Gary's birthday - #58) but we got no answer.  Our best guess is that this was the weekend they were meeting Matt and family at Disney World.

 

Wed Feb 27
Worked on the refrigerator for a couple of hours.  It has been running almost non-stop and getting hot in certain places.  I called Denny and he said to clean around the fan and the radiator in the back. So I unloaded everything and pulled it out. We'll see if this works.
 

I watched American Idol.  No doubt now, my pick to win it all is 17 year David Archuleta.  He sang John Lennon's Imagine. It was a phenominal performance.
Mon Feb 25
Frank, Lue, and Danny dropped by.  Danny identified all his letters for me and was able to name the next number in any count up to about 8 or 9.  He is now going to daycare every Mon, Tue, and Fri. 
 

Sun Feb 24
Sherri and I picked up Twila at the Grove City Outlets.  She had spent the night at Rick and Laura's and we met Rick halfway on the return trip.  She got to see Drew play a hockey game. 
 

This will be the last week before spring training games get going.  I hate this time of year when there is no baseball on the radio or TV.  I hope when I get to heaven, that there is no off season.  However, I suppose Sherri would consider that hell.

 

Sat Feb 23
Went to the college to watch Danny wrestle.  He won in overtime in the district semi-finals.  Later in the evening he would lose in the championship match.  That meant he took second in the districts and will go to Sharon next week for the regionals.
 

Fri Feb 22
No school today - we got about 6 or 7 inches of snow.  Dan won both of his wrestling matches.  If he can pull of the first match Saturday, he will go on to regionals.
 

We celebrated Drew's 11th birthday in the late evening. Drew told us that he used his birthday money to get an electric guitar. It is ordered but hasn't come in yet. 

 

Wed Feb 20
Sherri had her stress test - tomorrow she has a scope.
 

Mon Feb 18
For several days now Sherri has been having real bad heartburn. She went to the doctor yesterday and will have a stress test on Wednesday and then a scope on Thursday. 
 

Sun Feb 17
We drove home from York.  I watched the Daytona 500.  Lots of lead changes, especially at the end.  Gizmo did fine at Missy & Jared's.
 

Sat Feb 16
We shopped some during the day.  David and Janna went out in the evening and we kept Brianna and had a great time.  She started pushing a toy, walking behind it.  I think she will be walking real soon.
Fri Feb 15
Sherri, Twila and I traveled to David and Janna's.  It was really great to see them and of course Brianna.  Everyone got to spend lots of time playing with her before her bed time.  She looks so much older than just a couple of months ago when they were home for Christmas.  It is fun to watch the joy in Sherri's face when she is with Brianna.  
 

Thur Feb 14
Valentines Day. Sherri and I had delmonica steaks and watched survivor to celebrate the big day.  I assumed the duties of handling the email for Keith's campaign. I read the mail, organize it into a database, and then forward to Keith anything that his immediate attention.  Once per week, I will send the data base to the meida specialists who will update the system for automatic mailings.
 

Wed Feb 13
School was canceled for the second straight day.  We were going to get off nearly a week at Easter this year. Now, we will only have good Friday. Anymore cancelations, we will cut into the summer. 
 

I spent about two hours watching the Congressional hearings involving Roger Clemens.  I say innocent until proven guilty, though I tend to still think he is guilty.  However, unless something convincing surfaces, I will support his entrance into the Hall of Fame.

 

Tue Feb 12
School was canceled today. We got about 6 inches of snow.  I blew out the driveway twice and then went over and did Jared & Missy's driveway.  When finished, I took Rooney for a winter walk around the block (about 20 minutes).
Keith filed about 2,800 signatures today. He should be in a good position.

We canceled the Elders meeting due to the weather.

 

Mon Feb 11
Jared's given a counter offer by Matric - more money than the Fiberboard Plant offered.  The story of the bidding for his services continues.  Last night, Jared began his duties of the Missions Treasurer at the Church.
 

Keith began the last day (to gather signatures to get on the ballot) several hundred signatures short.  I have believed for the past few days that he was going to fall short. Then, in the final hours, more and more petitions began to come in. When the smoke cleared, he had about 2000 (he needed at least 1000). We had said on Saturday, that only a miracle from God could keep his campaign going. It seems that God has spoken for now in this matter.

 

Sun Feb 10 

The weather starting turning bad in the morning and it bacame a very cold, blustery day.  The wind chills were way below zero.

 

Sat Feb 9 

I spent my 55th birthday in Punxy the entire day going door to door trying to get people to sign Keith's petition.  There is still much doubt if he has enough signatures.  The must be filed in Harrisburg by Tuesday, so we'll see.

Sherri baked me a peanut butter cake. It is extremely GOOD!

 

Last year, on my 54th birthday, we spent most of the afternoon and evening at the Emergency Room with mom.  That was the day she was dragged from her burning apartment.

Fri Feb 8 

Jared's company made a counter offer to try to keep him.

Jared and Missy, Rick and Barb, Sherri and me went to Applebee's to celebrate Jared's new job.

 

Thur Feb 7 

Jared gave his two weeks notice at work yesterday. His last day at Matric will be Friday Feb 22.  Congratulations to Jared on his new job!

 

Wed Feb 6 

Jared was given a job offer last night to work as an accountant at the Fiber Board Plant. The new postion would be more money, good benefits, a big signing bonus, and a considerable savings in gasoline. His 35 minute one-way commute would be reduced to 5 or 6 minutes.  Should he decide to accept the offer, he would begin in about two or three weeks.

 

Tue Feb 5 

Super Tuesday. McCain is now the front runner in the GOP race. Huckaby stayed alived and Romney is about dead.  Hillary has a slight edge over Barak.  If Huckaby pulls this out, he will be my man.  He is the only conservative candidate left and the only one of either party that is pro life and pro fair tax. 

 

Mon Feb 4 

Nothing like a fun trip to the dentist.  I was in the chair for an hour and a half.  Sherri cooked supper - a stir fry recipe that was really good.

There may be a problem with all the petitions that have been getting signed for Keith.  More on that tomorrow, but there is a chance the end may be near. 

 

Sun Feb 3 

I went to the hopital at Cranberry along with Keith and Jim Weisel.  June Phillips had been taken in by ambulence, however, it turned out to be an inner ear infection that was making her throw up violently.  She was sent back home.

 

Keith thinks that he may not reach the 1000 signatures - he has one more week.

 

I had fallen asleep in the 4th quarter of the Superbowl but woke up just in time to see the winning TD pass.

Sat Feb 2 

The Groundhog saw his shadow - six more weeks of winter. He had never not seen it two years in a row. If he had not seen it this year it would have been a record.  
 

Fri Feb 1 

No school today due to ice.  And it was really bad for at least the first half of the day. I probably had 1/2 inch ice on the driveway.
Rooney spent the night. 
 

Thur Jan 31 

Sherri was still sick for the second straight day. 
I watched some of the California debates. It is virtually down to Hillary vs Barak for the dems and McCain vs Romey for the elephants.
 

Tue Jan 29 

First bomb threat in my school's history.  I had to stop every bus as they arrived today. I boarded the bus and let about 10 at a time enter the school.  There they were met by five or six police officers who scanned them with a metal detector while a dog sniffed all their purses and book bags.  At 1:15 the entire school was evacuated for 30 minutes.  A wasted day! 
 

Mon Jan 28 

We had the annul meeting at church.  The church granted Keith a 3-month sabbatical leave while he makes a run at the US Congress from the fifth congressional district of Pennsylvania.  We also voted to join the Southern Baptist Convention.  They will help us supply the pulpit until/if Pastor Keith returns. Ralph Roudybush was elected the next Elder of the church.
 

Sun Jan 27 

I took the petition to Fran and Ron and then Sherri and I went down to see Danny.  He was wound up, bouncing on the couch and flew over the end and came right down on his head.  It must have really hurt but he never cried.  Missy and Jared came over for pizza at supper time.
 

Fri Jan 25 

Another day of this miserable cold.
 

Thur Jan 24 

My plan was to go this entire winter season without getting a cold. Well, today I failed this goal.  Not feeling very well by the end of school, I skipped my after-school workout, came home, had some chicken noodle soup, and was in bed for the night by 5:15. 
 

Wednesday January 23 

Joe surgery was successful.  It is believed that all cancer was contained in the prostate that was removed.
Tuesday January 22 

Thoughts and prayers are with Joe as early Wednesday morning Aimee and Kelly will take him to Shadeyside Hospital where Dr. Hrebinko will perform surgery to remove his prostate.
 

Monday January 21 

I went to a meeting at Keith's house.  There he was more free to talk about his campaign and the issues he would run on.  He goes to Lewistown (or somewhere near there) for photos in preparation of his announcement.  He needs 1000 signatures on petitions to make the ballot.  I brought home a petition and will try to get several signatures for him.
 

Sherri found out she has another bad urinary infection and will be sent antibiotics from Meadville.
 

Sunday January 20 

Pastor Keith made his announcement and it appears to me that he will have the support of the church.
 

This was the coldest day of the year.  The highs only reach 10 above but the windchill on the way to church was 10 below.
 

New England stayed undefeated by winning the AFC title game.  Green Bay couldn't do it at home in a real freeze bowl.  Wind chills were way below zero.  The Giants won in OT to advance to the superbowl.
 

Saturday January 19 

Sherri, Twila, and I went to the movies to see "27 Dresses."  Sherri said I would hate it but she really wanted to go.  She said it was a 'chick flick.'  At first I thought it was going to be bad.  And it didn't help that I was the only male in the theater along with about 50 women and girls. However, I must say that it was a good story, entertaining, and funny at times.  I would grade it a B. Katherine Heigl was the star. It was the 2nd movie we have seen her in during the past 3 months. 
 

Yesterday Pastor Keith informed me (and the rest of the elders) that he would be concluding his sermon tomorrow by announcing that he would be running for United States Congress.  This will be a big shocker I would suppose. I know it was for me when I first learned about it one week ago.
 

Friday January 18
It's been exactly one year since Mike died.
 

Sherri and Twila went to see Grandma Laura. Laura wasn't doing too well - bronchitis.
 

I finished the second week of staying after school to work out. I am finally starting to feel better. Every other day I lift weights and every other day I do an interval workout on the treadmill. I figure if I keep this up for another 700 days I should be in better shape.
 

Thursday January 17
I began to watch American Idol (taped).  I already picked out a couple potential winners, though I didn't catch their name. As usual their were a couple of real characters, including one guy who was virtually nude.
 

The biggest loser continues to be my favoirte show of this season.  Soon House and Survivor will start up again.   

Tuesday January 15
Sherri went to lunch at her mom's.  She was having people in to meet Sue Groves (a new member of our church).
 

I had an Elders meeting.  It was the last meeting for Bill Eustice, whose term expires.  He will be replace by Jeff Barlett, Stan Sowl, or Ralph Roudybush at the annual meeting on the 21st.
 

Sunday January 13
While I watched football, Sherri ventured off to the mall at Cranberry. Both of the teams I was rooting for won today - San Diego & New York. I am now pulling for Green Bay to win it all.
 

I had a meeting at church in the evening as we begun to make plans to form a seach committee for a new youth director.
 

Saturday January 12
Jared, Missy, Frank, Lue, and Danny came over for supper and to watch the football games. We had stuffed pork chops and mashed potatoes and Lue brought a peanut butter cake.  We were celebrating Frank's birthday which was this past Thursday. 
 

Friday January 11
Sherri and I took Gizmo to the veterinarian.  He has another ear infection and a yeast infection causing him to be real itchy.
 

Tomorrow the next round of the NFL playoffs begin. So, who am I am I hoping wins?  Let's see.  Since the Steelers are gone, I tend to root for teams that have either never have been to a super bowl or else teams that have been there but never have won it all.
I will root for Green Bay to beat the Seahawks, for Jacksonville win at New England, and for the Giants to knock off Dallas.  As for the Chargers at Indianapolis - I don't like either of them.
 
Thursday January 10
Dan lost in wrestling to Jonathan Brothers of Redbank by a Technical Fall.  The Bulldogs outscored the Clarion Wrestlers 58-7.
 

Wednesday January 9
Sherri went to Share-and-Care and I went to the dentist.  
Tuesday January 8
It was the second straight day with temps in the 60's.  After working out at school both days, I came home and got Gizmo and went for a walk in shorts and short sleve shirt - just as though it were the last week in September.

 

Monday January 7
Sherri and I, vowing to eat healthier this year, tired whole wheat spaghetti for the first time.  It was pretty good.

 

Sunday January 6
Watched football and did little else. 
 

Saturday January 5
Lue called and asked if they could come in for a while.  She said Danny wouldn't quit pestering her about going to 'Randy's.'  So they came in and while they were here, Danny went sled riding in the back yard - his first time (pictures to come soon).

 

Frank said he was ready for the Steelers' game.  He said what he most feared was getting way behind and then coming back to almost win. It seemed to him that they did this a lot lately.  

 

Friday January 4
Happy Loomis Birthday!
Becky Brooks, Ruth Snyder, Sherri, and Twila went to the Loomis for lunch to celebrate Twila's 71st birthday.  Then in evening, Sherri, Mary Ann, myself, and Twila went back to the Loomis for dinner. Mary Ann brought a chocolate with 7-min icing and Sherry got her a gift (not sure what you call it - but is a powered hand-held stirring thingie).
 

By the way, I had their salmon with applebutter.  Sounded weird to me, but it was really good.
 

Thursday January 3
I started staying after school to use the gym.
Sherri went to the doctor. Dr. Cunningham said she still has two bacteria that were never taken care of.  She sent her latest lab work to Dr. Hrebinko in Pittsburgh asking for his advice.
 

Wednesday January 2
Back to school. School was delayed so it was a pretty easy day back. By the end of the day, it seemed like Christmas Break was weeks ago.
I dropped the snow blower off at Tom's Sales.
I added the Online Edition of the One Year Bible to this website. 
 

Tuesday January 1
Tried to get the now blower up and running but with no luck. I changed the gasoline and put in a new plug. I will drop it off at Tom's Sales on the way home tomorrow.
 

2007

Monday December 31
New Year's Eve
Had a lot of the family here for a party and lots of sauerkraut, pork, etc.  There was a total of 19 people here.
Nate, Rick, Dan, and Jared battled for hours in challenge for domination of the world (Risk). What started somewhere in 2007, ended in 2008 when Rick was declared ruler of the world. 
    
Sunday December 30
Watched the Steelers lose and got a lot of sleep.
 

Saturday December 29
Cooked a turkey and worked on my Sunday School Lesson.
Friday December 28
Sherri and I went to see Laura in Brookville.  We drove from there to Cranberry.  On Christmas Eve, I got money out of the mac machine at the Cranberry Mall and left the card in the machine.

 

Thursday December 27
I worked on connecting the DVD player that Missy and Jared got me for Christmas to the DVR. Now I can record movies from the Dish and then transfer them to DVD.

 

Jared and Brad moved our treadmill over to Jared and Missy's. 

 

Brad got offered a job in Washington, DC.  He finishes college at Buffalo in the spring.

 

 

Wednesday December 26
Worked on either assembling or figuring out Christmas gifts.  Shirey Overhead Doors came and fixed the garage door.  It just needed a new cable.

 

Tuesday December 25
Christmas Day!

 

Twila came up, Missy and Jared came over, and we opened presents (8:30 - 10:00).  Jared and Missy went to Beggs' and then to Pittsburgh to Jared's grandparents.  Sherri and I went to Lue's at 2 for a ham dinner and then came back home by 5 pm.  We picked Rooney up on the way and he stayed here the rest of the evening.  He was here to greet Rick, Laura, and Drew when they came up in the evening.  Drew gave me a mug for Christmas. I placed it with the others that I simply call the 'Drew Collection.'

 

Monday December 24
Christmas Eve!

 

David called to say that they had Brianna at the Emergency Room for most of Sunday night.  She had a temp of 103 and was crying hysterically.  She is doing much better by the evening.

 

We went to Frank and Lue's after church. Danny opened his presents. We got him a Tonka Race Track, a Big Wheel Loader, and a light. 

Sunday December 23
Janna and David went back home in the afternoon.  When they arrived back at York, they were without power.

Sherri and I went to Fran and Ron's.  Beedee, Scott, Don, Pat, Chris, Danny, Tari, Babe, Tracy, Dood, Alan, Jake, and Kelly were there.  Lue was coming after 10 pm.

 

Saturday December 22
David and Janna arrived about 1:30 pm.  Jared and Missy bought a new hard drive and Jared and I put it in and installed the operating system and the drivers.

We had brisket and crowd pleaser potatoes for supper.  David and Jared watched the Dallas football game. 

I went down to Walmart and bought a cheap TV.  The one in the bedroom went kapunk.  When I started to leave, I discovered the garage door opener cable had broke.  I will need to park outside until I can get Bud over to fix it.

 

Friday December 21
Today was the last day of school until Jan 2.  

 

Thursday December 20
I worked from 4 pm to midnight installing a new hard drive, reinstalling windows, and all the drivers and applications.

 

Missy and Jared went to see Dan's wrestling match. He pinned his opponent. They said Grandma Laura was there to see it.

 

Sherri took Gizmo to the groomers, went to lunch with her mother, went shopping all afternoon, and then came home dog tired. She and Gizmo slept all evening and all night.

 

 

Wednesday December 19
I had the day off for Shirley's funeral.

Dan lost his first varsity wrestling match by one point and with a lot of controversy.

Tuesday December 18
The antibiotics are making Sherri pretty sick.

I stopped at the funeral home on the way home from work. Rooney came over for a mid-evening visit.

 

Monday December 17
I talked to Butch today. He told me he is having a number of health problems. 

Missy's school was closed today but the rest of the schools were in session.

Ralph and Kelly's grandaughter did not make it through surgery on her heart.

 

Sunday December 16
What a day for technology.  The satellite TV went off for the entire second half of the Steeler game.  At the same time, my computer crashed while I was installing a new antivirus program. It took me 9 hours to get it running. I have everything to put back on it.

 

Saturday December 15 

After Jared and I spent an hour or so in a chat room with Dell Computer Support, we concluded that the hard drive is out.  They are going to send a new one.

 

Mary Ann brought Sherri roses in the middle of the snow storm.

 

I went Christmas shopping at Walmart.  After walking in and seeing the lines and all the people, I went back home and said the heck with it. 
Friday December 14 

The doctor called and the culture they grew for Sherri shows bacteria in her system.  That requires antibiotic by IV.  The supplies and the medicine arrived from Meadville last night.  The visiting nurses will come Saturday and she will begin her therapy. 

 

We went to the Loomis with Gary and Karen.  They are still working on a decision for a floor plan.

 

Thursday December 13 

There was no school today.  Roads were bad due to ice.  The fire whistle went off several times.  The trees were ice covered.

 

Wednesday December 12 

Sherri made it to her Share-n-Care Christmas party.  

 

I talked to Joe Troese.  He had been down to Pittsburgh to see Dr. Hrebinko - the same surgeon Sherri had just been seen.  Joe has been diagnosed with cancer of the prostrate. He will go to Shadyside Hospital in January to have Dr. Hrebinko remove the prostrate. 

 

Tuesday December 11 

Sherri continues to be in pain from her fall. 

 

Monday December 10 

Missy took her final exam over here since her computer is down. It was 2.5 hours long.

Sherri had picked up Rooney at noon to bring him here.  Later, when she went out to let Rooney and Gizmo in, she fell of the back steps and rolled down the hill towards her mothers.  Needless to say, she is hurting. 

 

Sunday December 9 

As the Steelers were losing to the Patriots, I was trying to figure a way to get Missy & Jared's computer up and running.  I got online with technical support.  After trying to recover some corrupt files, we concluded their hard drive will need to be reformatted.

Sherri went out shopping again.

Rick & Laura should be back on dry land by now.

 

Saturday December 8
We had ribs for Lue's birthday. I also made homemade icecream.  Lue, Frank, Danny, Mike, Tari, Jared, Missy, and Rooney were here.  They played 'Who's Smarter Than a Fifth Grader' and 'Buzzword.'

 

Friday December 7
Sherri wrapped presents today.  Her back is really hurting lately.  Missy is preparing for final in her intro to research class.  Missy & Jared got a virus on their computer.

 

Thursday December 6
Today, a record was set at the Pittsburgh Airport for lowest temperature ever on Dec. 6 - 7 degrees above.

 

Sun Dec 2, 2007 
Missy & Jared lit the advent candle at church.  Then in the afternoon they headed to Pittsburgh to watch the Steelers' game.

 

Sherri and I went to see Danny birthday gifts and to see him ride his new horse.

 

Sat Dec 1, 2007 
Sherri discovered that she is alergic to the insulin. So she had to stop taking it.

 

I spent most of the afternoon blowing leaves. I got the leaves all off the yard in time for the overnight snow to replace them.

 

Danny stayed here with Sherri while Lue got her new Serius Radio installed in her mini-van.  Frank got her the radio for her birthday next Saturday.

 

Rick and Drew were up to watch the Jeanette vs Karns City football playoff game at the College Stadium.  They wanted to see Pryor - the number one recruit in the nation.  Jared said he was the best high school player he has ever seen.

 

Fri Nov 30, 2007 
Sherri got out of the hospital in the middle of the afternoon.  She has to give herself insulin shots for the near future. One of her medicines is making her sugar higher than it otherwise would be.  

 

Missy and Jared were given tickets for this Sunday night's Steeler game at Heinz Field against the Bengals.

 

Jared brother, Brad, is home. His football season is finished.  He decided to do a little hunting today over by Shippenville.  Near dark he concluded that he was rather lost.  He called Jared and their dad.  They went over and fired shots in the air until they located Brad's position.  He made it home in time for dinner at the Pizza Pub. I am sure a lot of kidding was on the menu. 

 

Thur Nov 29, 2007 
With another Urinary Tract Infection and sugar levels off the chart (over 500), Sherri spent the day at the Emergency Room and then was admitted in the late afternoon.  Friday she is expected to have the test to check the urinary tract. 

 

Twila got a report that she may have trouble in her artery that goes up the neck to the brain.  She is going to another consulatation.  

 

Wed Nov 28, 2007 
Sherri began to be premedicated for her test on Friday. I had to take the van to Brookville to get a strip on the roof replaced. 

   

Tue Nov 27, 2007 
Sherri had an appointment with Dr. Hrebinko in Pittsburgh.  He tried to run a test where he threaded a device through her urinary system to see if things were kinked or bulged.  He could not get the device to thread.  So, she will go to the hospital in Clarion and have an x-ray with dye procedure and have them send those pictures down to Pittsburgh.  If they find nothing, then he wants her on a long-term maintenance antibiotic.  Otherwise, she will need corrective surgery.

Twila should get her test results Wednesday. 

 

Mon Nov 26, 2007 
This was a good day to catch up on a lot of things.  Got bils paid, laundry done, went to the store, and some cleaning got done. I even fixed a couple of things.  Sherri is not doing very well. Her back hurts and she is sick at the stomach.  They called her in another antibiotic.  Tomorrow we go to Pittsburgh to see Dr. Hrebinko.

 

The Steelers won 3-0.  Because of a terrible field, we got a terrible football game.  Why do they keep letting the high school teams play on the field.  My opinion is to put an end to that.  And, perhaps Pitt should build a field of their own.

 

Sun Nov 25, 2007 
Sherri, Jared, Missy, and I went to Kraynaks in Sharon to look at the Christmas Tree display and the rest of the store.  Seems that Rooney was the one who made out.  The question is, is his stocking big enough?  On the way back we stopped at the Iron Bridge below Mercer.  I got prime rib and it was great.  In fact, this may be the best restaurant within an hour of Clarion.

 

Sat Nov 24, 2007 
Sherri went to Du Bois shopping.  She pumped her own gas for the first time ever.  Jared went to Kent State to see his brother's last game.  

Fri Nov 23, 2007 
Danny's 2nd birthday.  His party was at the Strattanville Amercian Legion.

I took the van up to Brookville for the 6000 mile service. 

 
Thur Nov 22, 2007 
Thanksgiving Day:

We had a great time.  I got up at 3:59 am and stuffed both 20 lb. turkeys and had them started to cook at 5 am.  We ate at 12:30.  There were 11 of us. Sherri, me, Missy, Jared, Frank, Lue, Danny, Tari, Mike, Fran, Ron, (and Gizmo and Rooney).  Then for the second meal we also had Babe, Tracy, Rob, Jess, Austin, Lexi, Dude, Linda, Dan, Alisha, and Nate.  That's a total of 22.  

The weather was real warm in the morning but was snowing and cold by evening.
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